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ADVERTISEMENT^ 



A HE following letters were, in part, written 
during the Tour which they defcribe, with a view 
to publication. They were addreffed to my Brother, 
and to that drcumftance muft be attributed the ufc 
of the word you^ wherever it incongruoufly ap- 
pears. 

To many of my ftatements, ^ I have avoided 
giving the authority of the Names of the Perfons 
from whom I derived them ; in all fuch cafes I 
have been influenced by this motive: — ^recently 
eftablifhed and feeble governments are often tyran- 
nical, and were I to name the perfons from whom 
I had my information, when I fpeak of the Ba- 
tavian Government with cenfure, I might pro- 
bably expofe to difagreeable confequences moil 
deferving individuals* 

March 31, 1800. 
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Capture of' the Author on the coqft 6f i^orkjkire^ 
by a French privateer.^-^CharaBer of the prize^ 

. rnqjler and his creiv : their ignorance, of n(m^ 
gation. The Dutch pilot : his advicc^^^Arrvoal 
off the BrieL-^PoUtenefs and hofpitdllty of tht 
Dutch commodore i — Account if th^ BtieL^-^ 
The tree of liber ty.-^The face of the country. 

IBriel, G£tobcr, 1800; 
F the intelligence of our cipture has not at 
ready reached your towrt^ you Will be greatly 
furprifed at receiving a letter from this places 
when you expefted us fafe arrived in London* 
Scarcely twelve hours of favourable Wind had 
wafted us from your port> when we perceiv- 
ed^ at about the diftance of two miles^ ^ 

B French 



2 TOUR THROUGH 

French corfair, in tlie afl: of capturing an 
Englifh veffel. The fight, you may believe, 
alarmed us, who were unfurniihed with any 
means of defence, and could not hope to 
efcape by flight from a veffel built for 
purpofes of fwiftnefs and fight. At this 
time there were perhaps thirty fliips in fight, 
any of^which it was in the corfair's power to 
capture ; and I indulged the hope that in his 
feledtion of a prize, we might have the good 
fortune not to be the objeft of his choice. 
Appearances for fome time fiattercd this 
hope : there was a brig near us, which car- 
ried more external marks of opulence about 
Ber than we bore, and it was this veffel, 
rather than ours, which the Frenchman 
chafed'. There was fomething in this ftate 
of fufpenfe and uncertainty peculiarly dif- 
trefling : as we might hope to efcape, every 
one, I believe, thought himfelf privileged to 
reprefent the evils of capture in the worft 
poflible light ; whereas, the moment it be- 
came inevitable we fhould be taken, with 
fuch facility does the human mind accommo- 
date itfclf to circumftances, every perfon 

became 
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fedcamc endowed with a large poirtioh df 
fuUeti refignation, which anfwefed all the 
, purpofes of fortitude^ and is indeed, inmenof' 
ordinary habits of thinking, a fubftitute qua- 
lity for that virtue* 

Poor ■ felt almoft liothing (oi herfelf ; 

but her fympathy was deeply excited for 

Captain — — , whofe Ihare of the vejSeli 

purchafed by the accumulations of many 

years of induftriou$ frugality, was un-i 

infured. His was the lofs of property 

which it had been the labour of . his life 

to obtain; it was a little ftore for the 

winter of his days, to provide for the wants 

of exiftence, when age and infirmities de-^ 

mand the quiets of indolent eafe. Thecr^w 

alfo claimed a large tribute of her forrovj^ : 

each eagerly told his hiftory, and received 

his fhare of pity. They were all of them 

men who maintained large families by their 

induftry ; and I was pleafed to find, that the 

concern which they felt for the diftreffes 

which their wives and children would fufier 

•from tlieir abfence, in this feafon of awful 

fcarcity, was unfpeakably fuperior to any 

jeeling of a perfonal confideration. I can 

B 2 love 



4 f OUR THROUGH 

love with all the: partial afFidion of friend- 
fhip the.mdeft of Nature's fons, when I 
perceive in him thofe delicate charities of^ 
aiHancci which bind the, individual to his fa- 
mily; and I confider thofe afts of public virtue 
which are founded upon violations- of pa- 
rental arid private affediion, as criminal of- 
fences againft the holieft laws of nature* 

Our flag was ftruck on the firing of a • 
mufket^ the only gun I ever heard : (as the 
J&ilors term it) fired in anger, the. found of 
which yet tingles in my "car ; and a boat from: 
the corfair immediately took poflefl[ion of our 
veflcL The captain and crew, with ther 
little baggage which they were allowed to, 
take away with them, were then carried on 
board the Frenchman^ and it was in con- 
templation that the paflengers, confiAing of 
three females * and myfelfi. fliould follow 
them ; but as I was perfuaded we fliould be 
expofed to much inconvenience and diftrcfs 
onboard a veflel that was crowded with men, 

* The wife of the Writer of thefe Letters, to whom^ 
with the fincereft a£Fe£kion, he infcribes them; their fer- 
vant ; and a poor wortian who was returning from the 
country to her family in London. • 

and 
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and devoid of accommodatidfts/^tid I had a^ 
opporturrity of rertionftrating with the cap- 
tain of the republkan on thre*fubjftft; I pre* 
vailed on him, though not without 'difficulty, 
to permit us to^ remain in the ptiztf^^l iio\M 
learned that the nam% of ihc ;6p#faif - was 
The Chafleur, Captain El^dki^vi, of Dun-* 
kirk, and that hcrdepredatibns^Jti'the Eng^ 
fifh coaft had been ttncommoily fuccefsful* '- 
The whole bufifiefs of out Capture was 4vef 
in little tbore than half an hour^: aiid>v#ith Un* 
fpeakafale forenefs anA^o^preffion of h^arf, I 
fawtheveffel Aefei'-fir^ih the EhgUih coaft. 
The high latids oif-yorkftHiJeV toWefing' in 
the cloud«, were in fight, tand with eager 
eyes I gazed on them till ihey appeared to 
fink in the water* What, under other cir- 
ciimftances, would have been a fpedacte 
which I Ihould havd admired, chilled my 
foul. There is fomething congenial to an 
ardent mind in whatever diljplays the fpirit of 
tidventure and courage. On former occafions 
my departure from land, and rufhing on the 
feroad bofom of the deep, have filled me with 
Ibblime and folemn emotions i the receding 
- B 3 hills. 
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hills, the vaft expai^fe of water, which tho 
veflel proudly ploughed, have feemed to mq 
^ fcenc of triumphrrr-the triutnph of maa 
over an hoftile element, 5ut now I was 
torn frop^ my connections, imy home, ancl 
m3rcQuntry ; and in the power of men whofe 
chjirafter it Has been to aggravate the infeli- 
cities of war. Though I gained in all the? 
finey feelings of the h^firt, I loft fomething 
of die independence pf n^anhood, by having 
fof the . coflntpanion pf ply misfortune that 
pcrfon wiih whpfe pleafures and forrows 
inifie aire fo intimately blended, that I feel the 
evil with tenfold weight in which fhe parti- 
cipates- Alone, if I could not have been is^ 
I^erp, I could have been a ftoic, but there 
was not a fear which (he fuggefted, fuch is 
the eledtricity of aife<aion, and the blind re- 
ijpeft we pjiy to the feelings of thofe we love, 
that I did not view with horror which almofl 
amounted to the torture of real fuiFering. 

The Frtenqhmen who had charge of the; 
yejflel, confifted of a prizermafter and three 
f^ilprs. J have rarely feen perfons pf worfe 
CQuntengnces : I enquired, and found thejj 

we^e 
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were all natives of Dunkirk, and had never 
been at Paris, or I fliould have conceived 
they had been adive in fome of thofe fccncs 
which, in the early ftages of the revolution, 
outraged humanity, and difgraced that city. 
But that chara<3:er of features which alarmed 
me, might eafiiy be attributed to local cir- 
cumftances. Dunkirk is the refortpf def* 
peradoes and outlaws from various nations, 
who in peace fubfift by carrying ona contra- 
band trade with England, in war by capturing 
velTels 5 and the occupations of Smuggling 
and privateering being invariably attended 
with a very confiderable degree of dgtiiger, 
and often with little concern for the claims 
<?f humanity, the perfons Co engaged acquire 
a caft of countenance, which I cannot other- 
wife diftinguifli than by faying, it partakes 
of the aflaffin and the robber. 

Neither the countenance, hovy^evcr, of my 
prize -mafter, nor his fajlors^ gave me half 
the alarm that I felt at the difcovery of 
their utter ignorance of navigation, and the 
art of managing a {hip. The evening was 
(Ipjrmy^ aad at midnight it blew a feverq. 

B 4 gale 
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gralc of wind, with a rough dangerous ffea^^ 
The terms which I fhould ufe, W€tt Lde^ 
fcribihg pur fituation to ^ naval perfon, would^ 
he unintelligible to you; nor indeed can J 
boaft of much facility in difplaying my nauti-^ 
cal knowledge, I fliall therefore fliorten fl?y 
detail by fimply obferving, that for thirty 
hours the veflel was in the laft degree of 
danger, merely through the unfkilfulnefs and 
ignorance of the Frenchman, We were 
Within two leagues of the coaft of Holland, 
^nd in fix fathoms of water, before they 
thought of heaving the lead, nor would it 
then have occurred to them as a thing that' 
was neceflary, had I not fucceeded in perfuad- 
ing them they were not far from land. Such 
^n inftance of ftupidity rarely occurs, on a 
Ihorfe fo proverbially dangerous as the coaft of 
Holland ; where innumerable fhoals, lurking 
under water, long before the land is vifible, 
threaten witl^ deftr.ud:iQn the incautious ma-? 
rincr. 

Cleanliiiefs, I believe, is not a virtue for 
which the failors of any nition are to be 
commended, there is generally fomething 

abouf 
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about diem to oflfend nioVe than one fenfo; 
and liQ dafs of men are lefs attentive to per*** 
foDal delicacy. Our Frenchmen were the 
jsiofl di^ufting :as.well*as the^moil: ignoraoll 
pf their profeffion. ♦.♦*•.' ....•.' 

^'Thc Dutch pilot >yho came on board, at 
the mouth of the Maefe, gave me at firft no 
very favourable ideai of the reception we 
fliDuId.mect with in his country. A fifhing 
yelTel belonging to him had been deftroyed 
the preceding year by the ifleet under admiral 
Mitchet} dnd-hiffiibnivas a'prifohep in Ehg^ 
land. He was offended- at an orang^colourei 
^awl, which > . " • ■ ' Unfortitnately wpr-*^ and 
he reprcfented himfelf and his countrymen as 
the bittereft enemies of the Englifli name. 
This converfation pafled, it is proper to infomi 
you, in the prefence of the prize-mafter* 
The pilot had indeed fuifered by the Englifli^ 
and his fon was a prifoner ; but his animofitj^ 
a^ainft our nation was of the mildeft kind> it 
was the cordiality of friendfliip, compared 
with the averfion which he exprefled to the 
JPrench. Speal?;ing of the ignorance of the 

prize- 
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prize-mafter and his crew, he ai!ured mq 
rfiat our danger, had been infinitely greater 
than* I fulpcdted; many veiTels had lately 
been loft near where the Frenchmen ventured 
without any of the ufual precautions of navi- 
gation* He fpoke good Englifh, and was of 
great fervice to us by pointing out the mea-* 
fures neceffary to be taken to preferve our 
property from the rapacity of the republicaa 
failors, . 

We came to anchor off Briel (or the Bridlt. 
as it is called^ though for what reafon I 
know not) in the afternoon^ and were im- 
toedia*«!y vifited by boats from the fliore and 
guard-fhips. I was informed we fliould not 
be permitted to land, till an order for that 
purpofe had been received from the govern"* 
ment^ but I immediately waited on the 
Dutch commodore, and on reprefenting to 
him how ill we were accommodated, he 
promifed to take us on board his own fliip 
the next day. I obtained alfo from him a 
guard for the. fecurity of our perfons and 
property, and he politely fent us fuch refrefh- 

ments 



THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC, 11 

ments as he judged would he moft agreeable to . 
us, after the fatigues of our paffage, and tha 
indifpofitioa which perfons generally feel 
from the -iea, who are unaqcuftomed to the 
motion 0f ihe waves. 

My Frenchmen were extremely indignant 
that we fhould he thus under the protection 
pf the Batavian government, for they confi-- 
dered us in fome fort as exclufively their 
property, and had, after the fafhion of their 
rulers, determined tp levy on us a contri-» 
bution either in fpecie or appareL But the 
prefence qf twq robuft Hollanders defeated 
their intentions, and their refentment was 
confined to idle menaces and impotent threats. 
It is the cuftom of private veflels of war, of 
other matioms as well ,as the French, to 
pillage the paiTejiger^ who are fo unfortunate 
^s to fall into their hands j but complaints 
of this Kind wouid be lefs frequently made, 
were the perfons fo taken to apply imme- 
diately for proteftion to the conftituted au- 
thorities of the place whither they are carried: 
men who have obtained ^ certain rank and 
phara<fler in life, are rarely difpofed to per- 
mit 
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mit open violations of j uftice, however they 
miy -be inclined to connive at private injuries 
to the rights of individuals, 

VWe are nov^r with commodore •—'—, pri- 
foners of war, till paffport&arrive from ther 
Hague, either remanding us to ocw own 
country, or.^granting usn permiffion to feij 
whatever is moft remarkable in the Batavian 
republic. Since the fortune of war has con- 
duded me hither; and it is little probable 
that bufinefs, neceflity, or pleafure, ihould 
ever, lead me again to this part of the con- 
tinent of Europe,. I am refolved, if I can 
obtain permiffion, to profit by the occafioOt 
and make the tour of the United Provinces* 
I fay the United Provinces, becaufe the 
Batavian republic has not yet obtained a place 
in our maps and gazetters; and to the one I 
aflbciate fomething that is great and heroic, 
whereas the other conveys to my mind no 
favourable ideas. I fhall therefore probably 
when 1 meet with objects which pleafe me, 
fpeak of them as belonging to the United 
Provinces, or the contrary as belonging to the 
Batavian republic. I have no difinclination 

to 
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to admit that the^ latter appellation is the 
moft claffical; but I am forry that name 
ihould be aboliflied, which was beftowed on 
this country by thofe heroes who moft vigor- 
oufly defended their liberties againft the 
gigantic forces pf the Spanifh monarchy, and 
cftabliflied a wife and falutary fyftem of 
freedom, which became the admiration of' 
furroundijig nations. 

By the indulgence of commodore - we 
have been on (hore about two hours at the 
Briel. It is a fortified place, but of incon- 
fiderable ftrength*. Since the Englilh ex-* 
pedition laft year, they have repaired the 
ramparts, and conftrufted new batteries. I 
ought to mention that a chain of fortifica- 
tions extends from the mouth of the Maefe 
to this town, which would render it ex- 
tremely difficult and dangerous for an enemy 
to efFe<ft a landing, and fignal pofts, beacons, 
and telegraphs, are thickly fcattered over the 



* The Briel was the firft town which revolted from the 

authority of Philip the Second, and its inhabitants are, 

with juftice, proud that their anceftors led the way ta the 

independence of the United Provinces. . * 

' I country. 
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country, £o that an alarm would inltantljr 
be given and widely circulated, on the ap- 
pearance of an hoftile fleet- 
Near the great church flands the tree of 
liberty, furmounted with a huge tin hat, 
which is decorated with the tricoloured 
ribbon. Various emblematic figures, painted 
more wretchedly than the hopes and angels 
on the fign-boards of our hedge ale-houfes, 
are attached to the branches ; and long 
fcroUs of Dutch verfes, to the riaerits of which 
I am not competent to fpeak. But, alas ! the 
tree is withered and dead. I fhould imitate 
the folly of the perfons who planted and ri- 
diculoufly nicknamed the tree, were I to fay 
more than I believe that few trees, of a 
certain age and growth, furvive tranfplanta- 
tion, and that the death of this tree was 
nothing more than the natural confequence 
of its removal. I congratulate myfelf that I 
do not belong to a nation which can be 
jimufed with fuch infipidities. 

The face of the country, the appearance 
of the people, and what I have fcen of their 
houfes, are quite as different as I expeifted 

to 
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to find them, from what I have feenin England 
or abroad. The country exhibits a wonderful 
difplay of the mighty efFcfts which human in- 
dustry is capable of achieving. It. is an exten- 
fivc territory, rich in agriculture, and crowded 
with cities, refcued by the vaft efforts of man 
from the dominion of the fea*. From the deck 
of the veiTel, on board of which I write this 
letter, the profped: of cultivated and pafture 

* Goldfmidi's defcription of Holland,, in his Traveller, 
is equally to be admired for the beauty of the poetry, and 
the fidelity of the pifturc. — 

To men of other minds my fancy flies, 
Embofomed in the deep where Holland lies. 
Methinks her patient fons before me {land. 
Where the broad ocean leans againft the land, 
And, fedulous to flop the coming tide, 
Lift the tali rampires' artificial pride. 
Onward, metlunks, and diligently flow. 
The firm, connefted bulwark feems to grow 5 
Spreads its long arms amidft the wat'ry roar. 
Scoops out an empire, and ufurps the fhore : 
While the pent ocean, rifing o'er the pile, 
Sees an amphibious world beneath him fmile;— * 
The flow canal, the yellow-bloflbtn'd vale. 
The willow-tufted bank, the gliding fail. 
The crowded mart, the cultivated plain— 
A new creation refcued from his reign. 
I cannot conceive what the poet means by '* the yellow- 
bloflfom'd vale," but the refl: of the defcription i? ,un- 
commonly happy and animated. 

lands^ 
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lands, of towns and villager, extends, fef as the 
eye can reach, uninterniptcd by the leaft in- 
equalities of ground ; and the fhip floats on ^ 
vaft mafs of water, fome feet above the 
meadows, were numerous flocks are grazing. 
I ought to inform you, that! fpeak of what is 
the appearance of the country when the tide 
is at its height ; but at low water I am told 
the fea is near above a foot higher than 
the level of the earth, fo that dykes of an 
aflionifliing magnitude and folidity are necef- 
fary to preferve them from the moft dreadful 
inundations. 
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tHivHUl/ J^ the Dutch ^Comrhodore: Jingular 
learning of 'his chief Ojfficer.^'^A Bdtwvian 
jpafriot: Tiis 'Jujpicibns dhct i^udetiefs.'^Dutch 
^^af^inefs\'^'^T*he ttfipkdfafilmtfs 'of tietention^*-^ 
¥%e '^eat inflkence ^ the Ihrench in Hbllimd. 

fOaobefi tSoo. 
SH6uLD ipeak of ouf accommodafions 
*on beard tke commodore, which indeed are 
elegant and convenient, had not his politenefs 
and inceliant attention td our wants par-* 
amount claims on my notice. He omits 
nothing to render our Aay with him agi:ee- 
able, and has entirely fhcceeded in making 
us forget whatever is unpleafant, in idei or 
reality, in being brought hither againft our 
inclination, and detained as prifoners. The 
ca.ptain of another ihip o( war, a Veteran of 
approved courage, whofe countenance is full 
of expreiSong of honefty and philanthropy, 
is equally afTiduous to contribute to our plea* 

c fures; 
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furcs; and as they both fpeak either "Englifh 
or French with confiderable flaency, we find 
no difficulty in communicating our ideas. 
They are both men of good information, and 
well read in Englifh and French literature. 
But I {hall pafs oyer their mental acquire- 
ments, which are truly refpeilable, to in- 
troduce you to one of the moft extraordinary 
perfons I ever met with, the firft officer of 
the commodore's fhip, A learned failor 
feems to border upon the marvellous, but 
nearly the whole of this man's life was fpent 
at fea, and the extent of his reading is fuch 
as is rarely obtained by thofe who pafs their 
lives in the tranquil cultivation of letters, I 
have not often feen a man better acquaint6d 
with ancient authors than he is ; but for his 
intimate knowledge of the whole circle of 
modern literature he flands unrivalled. I 
was not able to name an Englifh author of 
reputation with whofe works he was not 
critically acquainted. He had read the moft 
difficult of our poets with an attention which 
could not have been beflowed on them, ' had 
he not been fenfible of their beauties; and his 

intimacy 



iflthniafey with the novels of Smollet and 
Fieldiiig, fhewed the great progrefs he had 
made towards conquering \the difficulties of 
our language. His acquaintanfce with French 
literature hiad riot debauched his tafte * his 
veneration for Shakfpeare was uhweakcnedby 
the flimfy cavils of Voltaife, and he readily 
affigned the palm of heroic excellence to. the 
illuftrious Milton. My knowledge of Gttm^ri 
letters is confined to the authors Whom I have 
read through the medium of tranflatibri, knd 
with thefe, and rfthefs whofendm6s have riot 
reached me^ he is familiar: but this bught 
not to excite much furprife, as the Dutch 
knguage has a great affinity to the Geifman, 
and the literary poverty of his oWh tbiintry 
probably firft led him to cultivate the learn- 
ing of a people whofe manners and geftius 
approximate to thofe of his oWn natidn. I 
feel fome diffidence in praifing his acquire- 
ments in -French arid Italian literature, 
becaufe the narrow compafs of my own 
knowledge leads me to diftruft ihy judg- 
ment 5 but he difcourfed without caution or 
vanity on all the authors in either language 

c 3 which 



Wjhich I Jbad rqad, jajqd.difpl^ycd wi e^nt^ 
t^^ding, whicjl^, -byt for tlfcl^ Aippljcity ao4 
9pepia?^ <^ his cl;i«a<^er, J ibouJd ha^e lasea 

^ducp4 ^9 fuO?P.^' 

Yet ^f!}t■h this yarie^y qf !r,eadiDig, «od in«ft 
ijngular gawers -pf ;niernory, Jjis ccw,yier/atoQ» 
i^ dulj; j[ ha4 altQoft faid jaoprQi^ta^bk* He 
h,^ rf;aipe4 ev? ry .thing which he has read> 
hu^ .^igffted nftjt Qftc pax.ticie ; he has col- 
le^pd ippft .^ropj^y, JjMjt made dq arxADgemexU 
of )iis iltojs?. Hk wind fc.ej[»s like a soA, 
^^^ppfitory oj j&iroiiwe, where the elegancies 
gf ths 4rawing-rQQn) aad the nFcciTaries of 
the Ifitcbfp q^rc pvQi»ifcwp.ufly crowded to- 
gf ther i eY?ry fhfng is there which can fpi- 
^iijifpji fp ypyr wants, pf contribute to your 
pl^afufeg, but all is In disorder mA coiifufion, 
f hp pripcip^l fgult qf this perfon is, that he 
is utterly unapqpaij^ted with hi? ow» powers; 
40d to this I attribute his almpf); total want 
of iiji^ginatiofi and ^rrangemeiit I, a? it 
^er^, obliged hiP t9 converfe with n»e, and 
he i^ fond of fpeakipg Epgiifh, or the laudable 
pride of fuperior attainments would Oof lead 
him to ^ifpUy his acquiiitipns. 

Yefterday 
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Yeftcrdajf a^ party fronr the fhore dined- 
^thP the comrhodbre in cofn|>lirii6rit to uett 
atAl^in the ev^ning'iWe had^a litdfe cofttert; 
Onr harmony, hov^ever , had neat been' iiitH^-' 
raptbd*byra'Dutch cobhel; a*furidaft pklK6t, 
\»?io'was eiiraged to'the Isft degi^e of in-' 
dignation, that the cottimbdore flibtiia'h6a'|*^ 
iJivilitiwori the hitler foes of the Bkta<fiaYitd-.^ 
pUbifc. Every- Englifhto^ti^-v^as'a' dihgerouS' 
perfim ; and thcfe Vef y~ cif eitrnftaHc^' \v^i<5K* 
precluded fnfpicion,' dil^ht to'avv^akenl thtf 
rttbft' vigilant cantidfi. If v?c weffe 'nofaftu- 
aily fpiesv fituatioii ahd opporttinity rtii^Y 
iHafke-Ui; aftdhe^did me the hOriour ttf iiifiw 
nuafe, that the more thancorrfmbtf^al^c'of 
ctiriofity and obfervation which I ^ppeaf bd tor 
p6flfefs, alarmeTd ' hini greatly. Tht^ iftibVi' 
rality of this perfon was not corifineHto 'tlitf 
Wfiftu'atibns 'which I have alreacfy' mentioned; 
or virulent abafe of the Ehglifli natibrfthrou^ 
the medium of French and ^Dutth^'btilladsi; 
but he attenipted to woand^us wherfe th^ 
xnTfeaits of defence were'lefs in'our^^iwer^by 
drawjfng -a ' conchifioh ' deKi-uAive " of* fe'riiafe' 
chifiaeri from the circtimfbahte'thiirl wbrfc 

c 3 inouining> 
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moarning, when — rr- was drefled in colour^^ 
I am heartl^ vexed to fay, becaufe it 
implie§ a cenfuye on perfons whom I iieally 
value and i^fpe<3:,.that the ridiculous fears and 
violent prejudiccjs 0f this Batavian have done 
u? fome difTervice. I have learnt that he ia 
a perfon of authority in the Briel-rojne of the 
municipality ^ and that kin4 of difficulty hais 
occurred to prevent us from taking the walk 
on ihore this morning, whiph we propofed, 
that I ihall not afk the fame favour again. 

The poft is arrived, which we thought, 
would bring U5 paflports from the Hague ; 
but, a peft on Dutch tardinejfs, which unde? 
every form of government I believe will 
remain the iame^ we are difappointed. This, 
mortification is the more diftreifing, as it is 
^togi^ther dubious whether it wil} be de-; 
termined that we muft roturn by the firft 
conveyance to England, or permiflion will be. 
granted us to view the republic. The former 
would be extremely unpleafant to me, as 
there are many places in the Unitcid Provinces 
which I have an eager curiofity to fee ; bu^ 
principally becaufe I am anxious to obtain^ 

complete 
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complete information refpefting the prefent 
ftate of the country, and the influence which 
the conqueft of the French has had on the 
charafter of the people. I have heard com- 
plaints that the former government was 
arbitrary, and perhaps they were well found- 
ed; but the prefent I fufpeft is both op- 
preffive and arbitrary, and without energy or 
dignity. I am defirous to fee what are the 
effe<fts of French principles on a nation fo 
ibber and phlegmatic as the Dutch have 
always been reprefented; whether thofe 
theories of liberty which pleafed me when a 
youth, and which I ftill mofl: fervently admire, 
are, when reduced to pra6lice, as delightful 
and invaluable as an ardent and unfufpicious 
mind conceived them to be. 

There is fomething in confinement, call it 
detention, or by a milder term, which I 
revolt at; and I think that confinement on 
ihip^board is worfe than in a prifon or a 
lazaretto, though I do not fpeak from per- 
fonal experience. I never knew a perfon of 
fentiment and delicacy who could endure a 
ihip, unlefs indeed they have been early 

c 4 habituated 



h^bUuated, to a. ic^g^ring^ life,. a©(tJij.»^iii;p. 
manner reconciled^ to ij§. dirgftftil^g di^ 
ftanqes, 9$ cuAQnji IcjyJs «& tQ, a(iipj^t^o% 
taftes which the ua(pph.iftiga5edpj^la^e.cana9ti 
tojerjite^ 

Our friendly. con^noodoEe has.heeo atH<;J* 
voetfluys, to confer witb the admir^ihis^jpoca-j 
inanding offiper^ refppfting us, and w*, ajse^r 
offered a cartel to return, iajriK|iiately to^Qg^ 
land ; but we, cannot: go. on £hor;e .untij peff 
n^iffion isobtained fropi thc.highejr au|hof ities^ 
It is told nae^^ that application to the Frcwfef. 
rr\inifter at the Haguet a^ we. were c^pturej^^f 
by. a privateer of his natip?,. wjO};dd be thf»* 
readied method to procure paflpiv^? but I»^ 
ihquld fubmit with.pleafure to the morUfe?^ 
tion of a longer deteiition than ^t is ,prp^a,bkix 
we ihalLhave, rather, th?i,;i WPUi?4i m ^^ 
flighteft degree^ the feelings of thofauMtep: 
whofe generous protc^ion we are. ThQ^x^r^ 
prgif? of fe.w of the pr^rog^tive^wfcic^ibet^ 
Jon^. to an independent nitipn, is.. pejrnoittgd^ 
to the Dutch; and I.believe weihojold iigufte^ 
diatelybe releafed, wereitAotapprphen^ed .thafeA. 
fuch a meafure mi|;ht b?,o^eii;^y:e tp^.thg p^^. 
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fons employed by the French government in 
Holland. I mean no cenfure here on the cha- 
rafter of M. Simonville the French ambafla-- 
dor, who is reprofentod to me as a perfon of 
the greateft liberality and candour, and an ut- 
ter ftranger to arrogance or prejudices but/ 
t^je perfona to whomJ allude are the infe- 
rior^ fervant^^of the French repub]ic'~men 
t%iAted with tOQ wapy of the vices of the r?- 
Vfliiitioaf 
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End of the Author's detention through the means " 
of General ChoriL — Impo^erijh'ed Jiate of* 
MaaJtandJluys.-^Road to Delft.^-^The artillery ^ 
ef&enejml CkoriS's brigade.^f^Ghara&er of the • 
General. — The environs of Rotterdam.-'^taie* - 
houfe of that city^^^^eorge the Second. 

_;^^ Rotterdam^ 06l. I Spo. 

W HEN I concluded my laft letter, I did 
not imagine we fhould be fo fpeedily releafed 
from our honourable confinement, and that 
impreffion, perhaps, threw a tincture of peev- 
ifhnefs into what I wrote ; I feel the con- 
fcioufnefs, however, of this fo flightly, that I 
deem no other apology neceflary, than to fay, 
that the man whofe compofitions, delineating 
fituation and charafter, are not affefted by 
prefent circumftances and perfonal fenfibilityj^ 
is a writer whofe acquaintance I am little dif- 
pofed to cultivate. 

Our 
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, Our detention would probably have been 
protnwfted a week or .longer, ^had not Gene- 
ral Chofie, who conimands the French troops 
in Rotterdam arid the iflles of Goreo and Vof n, : 
learnt; our fituation at the BxiisU and in'tereft-r 
ed himfelf to be ufeful to us. We travelled 
in his yoiture from the BrieL to Rottej^dam, 
and he has charged biinfelf to v obtain fori us 
whatever paflports are neceffary. . f ; - • : 

. At Maaflandfluys, formerly a ^fiihing town 
of great opulence, I obfervcd the moft dif- 
treffing fymptbms of 'impoveriflbment and de-; 
cay. The harbour was crowded with fiihing. 
veflels, no longer employed, and maiiy of. 
tjiem unferviceable through negle<9:, or the zb^ 
folute inability of theirrowners to keep ,them 
in repair, which in peace coUefted the wealth 
of the ocean, and madahalf the nations o/ Eu- 
rope tributary to the ihduftry of Holland; The 
quay was covered with long grafs, and a me- 
lancholy affemblagc of beggars importuned us 
for relief, wherever we walked. Many bf the 
befthoufes of the town were uninhabited, and 
it was v^^ith difficulty that we procured poft- 
horfes to carry us to Delft: we were delayed 

' near 



near tvra hoars, and fUoold probably ba?e!kd 
a-longcr datentloni bcit^a' French genertil'ka^ 
jfcrfoft' of too great cbnfequeiice inrHolIknd^ 
to tolerate the accidents which' happen* With* 
imponity to ordinary ttaveilci^,^ and' hi* re- 
monftVaiiccs had d^e inffluencc with the^* ihn«* 
keeper. 

The road frorti Maaflandfluysto Ddft is%y* 
the fide of a canal, ^ through ^ a country welt 
dihiVated and fertile. The extindion of tHeir 
comm^ce hasperhapsriturncdtheatteAtionaf 
the Dutch to agricaltural purfuits : atid"wari* 
by incf eafing the price of' every article of htr- * 
man fuftenance, encourages and rewards their^ 
dfligcnce: but they have fallen into an error;^ 
wliich is at this tiK^tnoit too prevalent in Eng- 
lab<k^-of employing^ thdrland rather in feed- 
ing cafttle^than raifing corn. Their farms; tod;^ 
are larger than:! could have wifhed to have? 
feen^them; and none of thofe fmiling cctfttag^S- 
appear, which beautify the Englifh land^ 
fcape^i Theirifarm-houfcsarc neatandfubftatt* 
tial dwellings^ and the pcrfons who inhabit^ 
tk^Sif ai^^honeft and refpiedable looking racd' 
of beings, not at all deferving the appellation 

of 



THE BArTAV'IA-NBrBFUBLIC. S9 

«if \^orSf in the feafe to -Which we apply it, 
^iut I mudi doubt whether, in the whole cir- 
cle of -the United Province^, any thing is to 
i)e fotti^dy richer belonging to the peafants or 
their 4>abitations, which approximates in the 
iejift to r4arai elegance, orlfliat bewitchihglim- 
piicky of ta^ which mocks the progress of 
^Ife refinement. 

We pafled through Delft at a time which 
afibrded us an .opportunity of feeing the fly- 
ing artiMery attached to General Chorie's bri- 
gade. The appear aiice of the men and horfes 
was wretched in the extreme, but Chorie af- 
fured me their difcipline was excellent ; and 
they had, the preceding year, when the Eng- 
lifh invaded Holland, rendered very unport- 
ant ferviccs^ to the republic. They had alfo 
gathered laurels in Germany. But their 
iqualid countenance^ and tattered clothing 
furnished me rather with the idea of fcare- 
crows than foldiers. Their artillery, however, 
was formidable : twelve long brafs field- 
pieces, carrying fhot of fix pounds weight, 
or a proportionate quantity oiF mufket-balls, 
were capable, in the hands of fo expert ai-« 

tillerymen 
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tillerymen as the French are univerfally al^ 
lowed to be, of doing prodigious execution 
in the clofe ranks of an enemy. The fuc* 
ceffes of the French in Germany and Italy 
arc pretty confidently attributed to the vaft 
fuperiority of their ' artillery ; but, though 
they have brought that branch of military 
fcience to a high degree of perfe<5ti6n, I am 
perfuaded they arc lefs indebted to it for 
their victories, than to the fuperior numbers 
which they have always brought into the 
field, and the extraordinary genius of their 
military leaders. 

Chorie is a lively Frenchman from Lan- 
guedoc, thoug^i I fhould rather have fup- 
pofed from Gafcony, who has feen much 
fervice in various quarters of the globe, and 
is firmly attached to the revolution. I know 
not how to reconcile the affiduous attention 
which he pays us, and the many civilities wc 
receive at his hands, with the rooted animofity 
which he bears to the Engliih nation. We 
are a people againft whom he could wage 
eternal war- Yet there are. many individuals 
of our nation, for whom he either entertains a 

perfonal 
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.pcrfonal efteem, or values for the reputation 
. which they enjoy by the united fiiffrages of 
Europe, He would have apologifed to me 
for a fentiment which I was {hocked at, by 
transferring his odium from ^the nation to 
the government ; (the practice of the Jaco- 
bins and revolutionary committees) j but I 
.admire the conftitution of my country, and 
the legal, wife, and falutary government 
which emanates from it, too cordially Xo be 
flattered by the fophiftry which perfuades 
me to feparate myfelf from the conftitution- 
ally-eflablifhed government of nay country; 
and however I may diflike corrupt and/eeble 
adminiftrations, roy attachment to the con- 
ftitution of my country remains unim- 
paired, s 

From Delft to Rotterdam the road is agree- 
ably diverfified with neat villages, and a vari- 
ety of country feats and houfes of retirement 
in the trueft Dutch tafte. It is, like, the road 
fromMaaflandliuys to Delft, on the dyke of the 
canal, fo that the careleflheifs of the driver 
might throw his carriage into the water, or 
precipitate it into the fields, which in fomp 

places 
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places arc tetwecn five and ^x feet h^cUff 
the level of the road. *rhrsl^Kcve never 
liappetrs, but the apparent danger is fu'fficieftt 
%c) cxche the anxiety of timoh)tts %raveillets; 
and the hadncfs of the road, whidh is "etAdc 
tvithout gravel and abouhAs in fleep ttitt, 
keeps alive their f<fars. 

At a diftance, Rotterdam spears i #dtf- 
bailt and extenfive city, und the appprokch 1!b 
it difplays the opuilence and indtrftry df its 
inhabitants. The number of mills, princi- 
pally for fawing timber, in die ftfburt>s, is 
prodigious ; but few of them tvere at WoA:, 
though the v^eather was extremely favcmr- 
able, and fome were in a ftate fo ruinoirs, 
that they muft have loflg been ulicitaployed. 
The fawing-niills are inventions of the 
greateft utility, both for abridging the la- 
bour of man, and performing work with the 
neateft accuracy. They are lofty and fome- 
what agreeable ereftions, the mill gencrafly 
rifing from the top of a fubAantial building 
two or three ftories high, arid of a fiifficieift 
altitude to give its neceffary rotundity a light 
and airy appeatance. Sohie af them iare 

painted 
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panted in a whimfical tafte, and others 
adorned with grotefque figures, according 
to thfe fancy or wealth of their reipeftive 
proprietors. 

We' are lodged at prefent at General 
Chorie/s head-quarters, formerly the State- 
houfe, at prefent the Central-bureau, where 
the French commander refides, and the mu- 
nicipality of Rotterdam hold their fittings. It 
is a fpacious, folid, but ill-conftrufted building. 
As an Engliflinian, it poiTefles a fecret recom- 
mendation tome^ which I fhould be forry not 
Jo mention. It was the occafional refidence 
cf George the Second, when he vifited hisHa- 
jioverian dominions, and has been dignified by 
tl^e prdence of other of our princes of thp 
hlood. - Tiipe, the impartial analyfer of re- 
putations, has fet his feal on the charadler of 
George the Second. We may praife him, 
without the fufpicion of venality ; or cenfure, 
uninfliienced by the prejudices of party. He 
was a fovereign endowed with many prince- 
ly virtues : — he was brave in the field, pru* 
dent in the cabinet, frugal of the public reve- 
:nue, and jealous of the national honour. Dur- 

ing 
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ing his long reign, juftice was adttiiniftdre^ 
with impartial equity in his ccmtts ; ttor did 
the prerogatives of the fovereign ever inter* 
fere with the rights of the fubjeft* His at^ 
tachment to his .German poffeffion has been 
cenfured by thofe who repined at the profpc- 
nty which the nation enjoyed under his gO'^ 
ternmcnt ; but this attachment was the na- 
tural refult of early affociation and partiality: 
and I admire, rather than reproach, the mo- 
narch for blending with the excrcife of hid 
high authority the feelings arid fympathies of 
a man. The chamber we flept in, was for-*" 
fiierly called Koning Kamer, or the King^s 
chamber ; but this appellation being incom- 
jpatible with republican fimplicity, it is no 
longer diftinguiflied from the other apart* 
ments of the houfe. 

Since bur arrival here, we have undergone 
a flight examination, pro forma, before the 
French cbnful of the place, Genera,l Choiie, 
and the Batavian commiflary; and patifpoits 
have been granted us, witli equal readineCs 
and politenefs, for three decades, which wfll 
aiford us a fufEcient time to fee whatever is 

moft 
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moft remarkable in the United Provinces. 
We quit General Chorie's quarters to- 
tnorrow, to locfge at the Swine's Hoof, a re- 
ipedkble inn in the great market- place, where 
thd conful has obligingly hired apartments 
for us. It is nccefTary, I am informed, in 
this country, if .you intend to refide for any 
length of time in a place, to make a previous 
agreement with the innkeeper for the price 
which you muft pay for your apartments; 
for otherwife he will be inclined to charge 
you at an exorbitant rate, and as no redrefs 
can be obtained, their demands mufl: be paid 
without abatement. 
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LETTER IV, 



Rotterdam— ^Its cotwenient Jituationfor trade-^ 
The impoverijhed Jiate of its commerce.^^A Jiri" 
gular preference given to cloth of Englifti ma" 
niif a8ure.^^ Amicable Ji(/i em of privateering.-'--^ 
Cor/airs belonging to Britijh fubjeQs which 
failed under the French flag. — Abiifes correQed 
by Bonaparte. — The flreets of Rotterdam.--^ 
ArchiteBural tafle of the Dutch.-'-^tatue of 
Erafmus.-^onfternation with which the pre^ 
grefs of the French armies was viewed at Rat- 
terdam.— 'Flight of the Englijh fervants.^— 
Arrival of the French.-^The municipality^ — 
Anecdotes of marigolds and oranges.'— JTic 
concert. — The theatre. — ^Religion. — ^Public 
charities. 

R October, 1800. 

OTTERDAM is the fccond commer- 
cial city in the republic, and has fufFered Icaft 
in the general calamities of the country. It 
is well fituated for commercial purpofcs, 
being placed on the bank of the Maeie^ a 

river 
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river competent to all the lifes of naviga- 
tion, and of a magnificent breadth. The 
principal ftreets are interfered with canals, 
of a fufficient depth to receive veffels of 
from two to three hundred tons burthen, 
which greatly facilitates the trade of the 
place, as (hips are enabled immediately to 
deliver their cargoes into the- warehoufes 
appointed to receive themi and at an incon- 
fiderable expence of time and labour, com- 
pared with the obfl:ru£lion§ of trade in the 
port of London and elfewhere. The mer- 
chant alfo enjoys the advantage of having 
the ihips, which either belong to or arc con- 
figned to him, delivered under his direft 
eye ; fo that he can at the lanae time attend 
to the 'concerns of his office, and vigilantly . 
obferve that he does not fufFer through the 
iiidolence or enibejZrzlement of his fervants. 

According to the report of a very intelli- 
gent and judicious tnerchant, whofe acquaint- 
ance I have had the good fortune to obtain, 
Jlotterdam does not at prefent enjoy a tenth 
part of the commerce which ftie poflefled 
tefofe the French invafion, and the inter- 

D 3^ ruptioix 
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ruption of her intercourfe with Great Brir 

taiii;» Before the war, it ibmttitpes happen* 

cd, that three hundred EnglilH veffel? were 

feen at one iimc within the port of Rotter* 

dam; and this number was certainly exceeded 

by the ihips belonging to^the place and thol« 

of other nations. At prefent the number of 

neutral veflels in the harbour do not excec4 

fifty, and trade is at this time more than 

ufuaily active, if the retrofpc^ be taken from 

their late circumftances. If I were to judge 

from the buflle and confufion occafionea in 

ftreets by the tranfport of merchandifc from 

one part of the town to another, I fhoul4 

lay the place enjoyed a thriving commerce; 

for in the morning it is fcarccly poffiblc to 

walk in the ftreets, where no paths are 

cxciufivcly appropriated to foot-paffengers, 

as in England, without having your fafety 

endangered, or your clothes dirtied, by the 

numerous fledges laden with hogftxeads and 

baks which are continually paffing. I hjve 

been prevented for ten minutes from paffing 

over a draw-bridge by a train of thefe ve^ 

hicleS| all of them perhaps carrying as great 

a quantity 
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9 qutuntity of valuable CQniiQodities as mc^ 
twOf o;- three laorfes covld draM?, 

But the canals of Rotterdam are covered 
with difmantled veflels, and whole ftreets 
pf warchoufes are unoccupied. This decay 
, of the trade of Rotterdapi is not to be attri* 
buted folely to the war with Great Britain, 
but to a variety of caufes. The moil ftriking, 
perhaps, are the emigration of their opulent 
capit^ifts, ^nd the oppreffion and ridiculous 
ordinances of the Batavian governnfient. By 
the emigration of the rich and re:(pcftable 
JT[ierchants of the British nation, the^ trade 
which Rotterdam at prcfent carrips on with 
England has fa,llen into the h^qds of meii 
with whoni the independent and honeil 
trader of moft nations would be avcrfe to 
deal; apd the government, according to 
the temper and prejudices of the times, has 
impofed thofe vexatious reftrid:ions on the 
export and import trade, which are always 
peculiarly injurious to commerce.. It is a 
curious fad, defcrving to be known, th^^t 
at the time jvhen the government rigoroufly 
prohibited the importation of Englifli ma* 
D 4 nufaflures 
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nufaftures into the ports of the republic, a 
contrafl: was agreed upon between fomc 
menibers of the executive body and a mer- 
cantile houfe in Rotterdam to furnifh the 
requifition of clothing for the French army 
by an importation of cloth from England ; 
and accordingly eight thoufand French fbl- 
diers were clothed from the looms of York- 
Ihire ; when, if a fingle yard had been dis- 
covered on board a private trader*s veflel, 
he would have been liable to the fevereft 
penalties and confifcations^ 

Shortly after the comiliencement of hofti^ 
lities with England, a lingular lyftem of 
depredation was fuccefsfully pradifed againft 
the underwriters of London and Amfter- 
dam, by merchants of wealth and reputa^ 
tton in this place* They were the real^ 
though of courfe not the nominal, owners of 
privateers which failed under the flag of the 
French republic, and having infured veffels 
in Amfterdam and London, the fhips; fo le^ 
cured and the privateers failed from the 
Maefe together, and an amicable capture 
cnfiied. The condemnation of property fo 

taken 
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taken was readily obtained, and the under* 
Writers were obliged to make good the ideal 
lols. A more innocent fpecies of warfare, I 
believe, was never praAifed ! Some difco* 
veries of their frauds gave the, iirfl: check to 
this curious fyftem of peculation ; and' its 
ruin has fincc been achieved by the excels 
lent regulations which the chief conful has 
introduced Into the maritime code of France* 
About the time to which I have alluded, 
privateers under the French flag, but ac- 
*tually the property of Britifh fubje6ls refi^ 
dent in Holland, and fome of them in Eng- 
land, failed frona the ports of the Batavian 
replublic, and made captures of Britifh veffels 
to a confiderable amount* This was attack- 
ing the lives and liberties, as well as the 
property, of their countrymen; and I (hould 
hefitate t6 record fo difgraccful a faft, could 
I doubt the authority from whence I derive 
it. To the lafting infamy of thefe men, it 
muft be confidered, that they had none of 
thofe excufes for parricidally preying, on 
their country, ,with which the French and 
JDutch refugees are furnilhed, by the un- 
happy 
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happy fpirit of the times, and the violence 
of revolutionary governments. They could 
not allege in palliation that their country 
had profcribed their perfons, and confifcated 
their property. Some of them enjoyed thtf 
proteftion of the Britiflb government ; and 
^ofe whom the vidtorious arms of tha 
enemy feparated from their country, ijaight 
reafonably expe6):» and fqffibfy defire, to pais 
the evening of their lives in the hdfom of 
their native land. It ia worthy of obferva* 
tion, that the privateers belonging to thcfe * 
perfons committed more depredations than 
any other, on the vcflels and property of 
neutral nations, and the crews with which 
they were manned treated with lefs huma- 
nity the perfons who unfortunately fell intei 
their hands. Thefe abufes, however, have 
been carefully attended to by the confular 
government, and I am not competent to 
ftate that they have any longer an ex- 
iftence. . 

It is the policy of Bonaparte to conciliate 
the eftecm of the neutral powers; andfince 
this great man has held the reins of go« 

vernment^ 
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vcrnmentf the complaint* of neutral owners, 
of the detention of their veffels by French 
privateers, have been ;§)eedily and exem- 
plarily redreffed. No privateer can now fail 
under the French flagi the owners of which 
are not adually refident in France or her 
dependencies, and have givfen fuificient bail 
to indemnify the damage that may be done 
to neutral property. It is npt now, ^i was 
formerly (he cafe, permittisd to/ every infig- 
nifxcant commercial conful of the iiepublic to 
coiidemn the velTds which are brought under ' 
bis jurifdidlion j from whence, as thefe agents 
wei^c generally venal and rapacious, a thou- 
land abufes origlaated: but the papers and 
documents neceflary to prove the capture to 
be a legal prize, muft be tranfmitte4 to the 
oflicc . of the minifter of the marine, from 
whofe decifion there is an appeal to a court 
of admiralty. This lafl: tribunal is in high 
,jepute with neutral merchants; and I have 
heard many invidious comparifons between 
its decifions and thofe of Do<ftors Commons, 
tut with what juftice I will not pretend to 
determine. By wife and falut^ry meafures 

like 
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Mke thefe, Bonaparte will confolidate his 
authority, and acquire more real glory than 
is to be purcbafed with an hundred vio 
torie% 

Rotterdam is not a place' to be diAin- 
guiihed for the elegance of its buildings, or 
the tafte of its inhabitants. The bomb quay, 
which is fituated along the Maefe, is the 
principal ftreet, and extends almoft a mile 
in length. The houfes in general are five 
or fix ftories high, ftrong and capacious, but 
inelegant, buildings. On account of the 
inundations to which the. place is fubJcQ, 
none of the houfes have what can be called . 
a ground-floor ; and the bafement is gene- 
rally disfigured by ponderous gates, like thofe 
of barrier towns, which open to the ware-^ 
houfes that are attached to the back f^rt 
of each, houfe. It is curious to fee the or-, 
naments of the Corinthian order ftucfc; 
againft the upper ftory, without the column 
to fupport them. Such attempts at archi- 
te£tural decoration are inconceivably ridi- 
culous : and in the interior arrangement of 
the houfes^ miftakcs are made, which a 

very 
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' Very^ moderate portion of tafte would have 
avoided. It frequently happens^ diat apart> 
ments which would grace the manfion of a 
prince, have no other, views from their 
windows' thaa the; dead wails^qf a ware- 
lioufe|^;uled for the vileft;purpofes of trade, 
^s, a ipagazine for ftock-fifli, ikin?, to- 
bacco, and thelike. I. met with a ftriking 

inftance of this at the hoy f^ of Mr. -r-- •', 

^^.g^ntlejtian whofe coUeftion of paintings 

^does equal honour to his liberality and tafte* 
An apartment of almoft regal magnificence 

^. looks immediately into his warehoufe, and 
the eye turns with horror from the works of 
Titian, and Rubens, to cranes, bales, calks, 
&c. the appendages pf commerce. In. tlje 
coUedlion of this gentleman, a Holy Family 
by Rubens, a Venus couchant by Titian, 
and a St. John by Rembrant^ are pieces of 

^exquifite merit. That they (hould be placed 
in a. room fo unfortunately fituated is the 
more to be cenfured, 'as the front of his 
houfe^comniands a noble view of the Maefe, 
and an uninterrupted profpeft^qf the country 

.on the oppofitc fide of the river. 

- ^^^ 
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The principal ftreets of Rottefdafti.ife 
tliickly planted with trees, which, together 
with the canak which flow in the middle of 
them, arid the draw-bridges in excellent re- 
pair and neatly painted that every- where 
meet the eye^ give- th^m an agreeaUe ap- 
pearance. The windows and doors of the 
lioufesare in general painted green, which 
has a lively efFeft, and this is much increafcd 
by the fcrupulous cleanlinefs which is urn- 
'verfally pra6lifed. Not only the windows, 
but the whole front of the houfe, is generally 
waflied two or three times a, week, by engines 
for that purpofe, which are abundantly fup- 
plied with water from the canals, and the 
lame care is extended to the pavement of the 
ftreets in which the more opulent inhabit 
tants reiide, 

Rotterdam has nothing to boaft of the 
Iplendour of its public buildings. The ca* 
thedral of St. Laurence is a dull, heavy pile, 
in which it would beeafier to difcovcr much 
to iind fault with, than any thing to com- 
mend. An organ is ereftirig in this church 
of aftonifhing magnitude, v^ichit is fup- 

pofed 
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J»fed will fiftifafs tb« femoa^ imftrafnent a£ 
iS^a^tfem; but^'aas the times are imfavour?ibIt 
forifucli undertakings, ^matiy years will pro^ 
teWy, ekpfe before it is completed. The 
-Eicchangfe as a neat building, and perfeftly 
«^dajaed- to the purpofes for which it was 

An aflTembkgeof ill-feature Apeople,; tainted 

W«h the love of gain, ftieet here fix times a 

Week between the hours of one and three, 

^ and on Sundays it is riie rendezvous of the 

itttiilia oi the, town. 

In the market-place is the ftatue of Eraf^ 

teas ♦, .a name ilill cherifhed in the place 

• • . : ^ - of 

• * it fe Ae tkixi ftatue whi<;3i the gratitude of his 
townlmen has ereded iii honour, of their illuftrious' 
fellow-citizen. The firft in wood was raifed to his 
teetwyrjr in 1549, thirteen years after his deceafe, and a 
few years afterwards this was removed for a rtiore elegant 
and fubftantial figure in ftone. Inftigated by a bigotted 
inonk, to whom the rational piety, the profofiind genius, 
and extenfive learning, of Erafmus, were ofFenfive, the 
Spaniards in 1572, being n^^fters of Rotterdam, .deftroyed 
.this ftatue* The prefent one inhronze was ereSed iti 
16^ and is of good execution. The figure, which 
ftahds on a pedeftal ornamented with infcriptions and 
furrounded with iron rails, is larger than life, and repre* 
fesifs 1En»fmus clad. in his ecclefiaftical habit, with an 

open 
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of his birth ; and not far from the Ven^rahk 
figure of this great man, the hat of liberty is 
erefted on a pole of enormous height. The 
death of three or more trees, fucceffively con- 
iecrated to liberty, made it neceflary tofubfti- 
tutc a pole to dilplay the emblem of Batavian 
freedom; but its flightnefs promifes a duration 
fcarcely longer than that of its predeceffors, 
.and it is probable that tlie municipality, when 
the love of the fantafies of freedom fhallhave 
departed from them, will not trouble them- 
felves to eredt another. In -the fifti-markct 
and elfewhere are fimilar ereftions, but thefe 
are fcarcely fuperior to barbers' poles, or th^ 
jflag-ftafFs which we fee in the tea-gardens 
near London. 

A weak and recently eftablifhed govern* 
ment is generally more arbitrary in the exer* 
cife of its po^ver, than thofe authorities which 
have derived ftability from the length of their 
duration; and to this caufe I attribute the 



open book in his hand* On republican feflivals the fage 
is decorated with tricoloured ribbons ; and before the tc^ 
volution on particular occafions he was made to pay a 
Cimilar compliment to the houfe of Orange. 

reludtancc 
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reludance whidh I find in perfoiis to delivct 
their genuine fentimfents refpediilg the pfe-i 
fent condition of the republic. Complainti 
of paft ^bufes arc frequent and copious ; but 
QO approbation accompanies the meafilres of 
the prefent admihiftfation of the. country i 
their, edifts, or rather the edids of the French 
minifter, are obeyed in filence: the clamours 
of the factious are not heard ; — but where 
are the acclamations of a grateful people ? 

In no town within the territory of the 
United Provinces was the progrefs of the 
French arms, in ninety- four and ninety-^five, 
viewed with more alarm than in Rotterdam, 
It was a feafon of general mourning and dif- 
may. The moft refpeftabk inhabitants of 
the town were connected with England 
either, by defcent or intermarriage^ and all 
clafles of fociety experienced the benefits of - 
an extenfive commerce with the Britifh em- 
pire. To this partiality for the enemies of 
the French republic, they joined a ftrong 
attachment to the ftadtholderian government, 
as it ^as eftablifhed by the influence of Eng- 
laiid and PruiJia in 1787, and a loyal refped 
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for the pcrfon of the prince of Orange^ With 
theie partialities and attachments, the ad« 
yance of the French into the republic, and 
die obfolute impoflibility of reiiftance, caufed 
an univerfal fenfation of terror and grief. The 
i?ioft refpedable EngliiOb fitmilies fled froia 
the town, and their example in fome cafc» 
ivas followed by the Dutch. To the honour 
of a numerous and ufeful clafs of perfon^ I 
have to relate, that when it became certain 
that all intercourfe with. England would be 
fufpended, not a female fervant of the Britiih 
nation was to be found in Rotterdam, who 
would confent to remain there after the 
French were in poffeffion of the place. Many 
of them had lived in the fijne fituation fo 
long, that the charader of a fervant was 
melted into that of an individual of the 
/amily; but no perfonal or local attachments 
could prevail over the ftrong affcftion which 
they retained for their country ; and the 
ampleft increafe of wages to induce them to 
. remain in their places, in every inftance^ was 
offered without effeft. Their conduft is the 
more to be admired^ when the quantity ^f 

refolutioa 
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rcfbl\!ition\ and Energy is eftlmated^ which 
enabled thefe poof women to gfatify theif 
pairi6tk feelings. The refle£Kon prbbablj^ 
did not occur to them^, that they were le-* 
painting themfelves, perhaps for ever^ frortl 
the moft valuable friettds they could hope to 
Ibnn during their lives; liift the feafon of 
their departure was rigorous beyond the in- 
clemency of former years, and fcvtr were the 
acGomnlodafions which fell to the lot of the 
moft opulent refugees. The navigation of 
the Maefe, as well as the canals, being in- 
terraped by the froft, the ordinary modes of 
conveyance were fufpended'; and fo great 
was the demand for carriages, that happy 
were thofe, even the wealthy and delicate, 
who could obtain a place in an bpe» waggon. 
The perfons who were not thus aceommo-^ 
d«eed, puffued their melancholy route over 
frozen rivers and fnows, from Rotterdam to 
Helvoetfluys, where they found ihipping for 
England'; and they have carried with them 
the regret and efteem of the place.* 

On the 22d of January the divifion of 

Oeneiial Bonneau^ took pofleffion of Rottei- 

E 2 dam. 
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dami The French troops, infantry, "cavalry, 
and artillery, marched to this-conqueft on the 
folid waters of the Maefe, as if nature favour- 
ed their enterprife, and prefentejj a fpcdlaclc 
which has not often occurred in the hiftory of 
war. The folidity which the river had ac- 
quired, fufficiently marks the feverity of the 
feafon. Yet the French foldiers were de- 
ftitute of the moft neceflary articles of cloth- 
ing. Whole battalions were in want of fhoes 
and (lockings, nor was the drefs of the 
officers much fuperior to that of the common 
men. A fentinal on duty had frequently . no 
other covering to proteft him from the cold, 
inftead of a coat, than a tattered blanket 
faftened round him ; and hats or caps were 
articles that were rarely feen. 

Under thefe difadvantageous circumftances 
the French troops arrived at Rotterdam, and 
were immediately quartered on the inhabi- 
tants of the town, A moderate requiiition 
of clothing was impartially levied ; and after 
their firft alarms had fubfided, the behaviour 
of the French foldiers conciliated the good , 
opinion of all. Not one aCt of violence or 

plunder 
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launder difgraccd the difcipline of the re- 
puMican army ; and complaints of the flighteft 
nature were inftantly attended to by the gene- 
rals, and redrefled. On the overthrow of the 
ancient authorities, a provifional magiftracy 
was ere(5ted, which fortunately was com- 
pofed of men of moderate principles, and 
truly patriotic fentiments* By their prudent 
meafurcs, with the afliftance and fupport of 
th^ French commander, the public tranquil- 
lity was preferved ; and though for fome 
weeks the trade of the place was entirely 
fuipended, , no adls of riot or diforder were 
committed by the numerous and diflatisfied 
^ poor who were thereby thrown out of em- 
ployment. . The functions of this provifional 
government expired with the eftablifhment 
of the new conftitution ; and with concern I 
have to ftate, that their fucceflbrs have not 
imitated the moderation and virtue of thefe 
upright and ufeful magiftrates; The muni- 
cipality is chiefly compofed of fadlious and de- 
clamatory citizens, who, proud of their au- . 
thority, indulge in the tyrannical exercife of 
it J «nd the difcredit of aflbciating with fuch 

fi J mcn^ 
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men, detert perfons of re^eftafeility anJ 
charafter from feeking to fill the civil eitir 
ploymehts of the town. 

The mifchicfs that might have refultcd 
from power being Ipdged in the hands of 
fuch men, have been greatly prevented by 
the circumftance, that the majority — a large 
majority — of the inhabitants of Rotterdam 
retain a ftrong partiality for the ancient 
fyftem of government, and the connexion 
with England. When the marigold, becaufc 
its colour is the fymbol of thehoufe of Orange, 
was extirpated from the gardens of the 
patriots, the windows of that quarter of the 
town where the poor principally refide were 
filled with pots of that flower; and a plant 
which a pious age had confecrated to the 
Virgin, exprelTed the lively afFeftion of its 
pofleflbr for an exiled ftadtholder of Holland. 
The red and white rofes of the fadions of 
York and Lancafter will perhap account 
for the efteem in which the marigold' is held 
by the partifans of the houfe of Orange^; but 
why fliould the elegant fruit that bears tht 
name of that family be exiled from the tables 

of 
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of thcantiftadtholderian party? The modera- 
tion aod good fenfe of the times have greatly' 
relaxed the feverity of the patriots in this 
and other refpefis, and: oranges may now be 
eaten without fubjefting the perfons fo of- 
fending to the fufpicion of incivifm, though 
Ibmc are yet ferupuldus of admitting that 

, fruit to their tables. 

The concert at Rotterdam is the moft 
faihionable amufement of the place^ and in- 
variably well attended. The band is nu- 
tnerousp but, confining rather of amateurs 
than perfons who live by thcexercife of their 

' muiical talents, its excellence is not great. 

-It would be difficult, however, in a provincial 
town of England, Bath excepted, to find a 
band of fuperior merit ; and this I believe is 
to be attributed to the general eftimation, 

. over other entertainments, in which mufic is 
held on the continent. The Dutch language 

' is ib dilTohant and inharmonious, that their 
vocal performances are feldom pleaiing to the 
car of a ftranger: a female finger poiTeffed a 
powerful and melodious voice, but the re- 

. currence of harfh, grating words in her fong 
E 4 dcftroyed 
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dcftroycd in a great meaiure the effcA of her 
fwcct notes. Madame Banti had been at 
Rotterdam in the fumm.cr, and all were fuU 
of her praife. It proceeds from a want of 
liberality, not of tafte, that firft-rate fingers 
and performers are not to be met with here. 
My attachment to dramatic repreientations 
led me the firft opportunity to the theatre ; 
and I was fo well fatisfied with the^ntertain- 
ments of the place, that I have twice repeated 
my vifit. The play-houfe is. a fmall nea^ 
building, and decorated with confiderable 
tafte* The boxes, of which there is only one 

. tier, are furniflied with elegant chairs and 
cufhions ; and what is an admirable con- 
venience, backs are placed to the feats of the 
pit. It is feldom well attended, though the 
dramas I have feen were pieces of fterling 
merit, and the performance of the aftors con- 

. fiderably above mediocrity. One evening the 
♦^ Mifanthrcpy and Repentance" of Kotze- 
bue, which bears the name of " The Stranger*' 
in England, was aded with great judgment 
and efFcft ; and another time a play borrowed 
from "L'Enfant trouvc'* of the French ftage. 

The 
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The Rofcius of Rotterdam is aiv EngUihman 
of the name of Binglcy j but I couH not dif- 
coyer in his performances any thing to juftify 
the general partiality in his favour : he i^ 
however, an a<ftor of difcrimination, and 
poffefles fome powers of conception : his de*- 
lineation of grief is a chafte and accurate 
performance. The amulements of the 
theatre generally terminate with a ballet, 
•which is performed by young perfons ;. anii 
. thcfe fpe^acles, with the affiftance of good 
fcenery and cheerful mufic, are lively and 
agreeable reprefentat^ops. Adjoining, to the 
theatre is a, room where rcfreflimentfi; are to^ 
, be fold, and here the lovers of tobacco rplbrt 
to fmoke their .pipes between the a&s of the 
performance. It is highly to the credit of the 
inorak of the place, th^t the ear or 'eye- of 
ipodefty is not offended by the prefenc^ of a 
fingle proftitute at the theatre : they arc not 
. excluded by any orders, of the^ police or the 
int^rpofrtion of the managers, but the public 
fenfe of decency and cbaftity prohibits their 
appearance. The number of unfortunate 
woa^efli,,of this defcription, who frequent the 

theatres 
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theatres of the Britilh metropolis, is an into- 
lerable abufe. In Rotterdam, as in all the 
great cities of Europe, there are brothel's for 
the reception of licentious women ; but thefe 
pcrftms feclude themfelves from the public 
«ye, and it requires ifome acquaintance with 
vice to difeover their retreats. 

The ftate of religion at Rotterdam is 
nearly the' fame as before the revolution. 
On Sundays the churches are well attended ; 
and though the muiifters in general are fuf* 
pefted- of being attached to the ftadtholder's 
party, I could not learn that they were treated 
•even by the moft Violeiit republicans with 
-difreCpefit, rhuch lefs with pcrfonal indignity, 
or any feverity tha:t bordered the leaft on 
|)erfecuti<Mi. The paftor of one of the 
churches, a zealous ftadtholderian, who, ap- 
preherifive for his fiifcty, fled from Holland on 
^the approach of the French, returned to 
Rotterdam. a few days ago (with the per- 
miffibii of the government), on the invitation 
of his parifhbriers, and preached his reflora- 
tidri fermdn, which was faid to contain more 
politics than religion, and thofe hytio means 

in 
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in favour of the prefent order' of, things, to a 
very numerous congregation. 

Holland is diftinguifhed for the munificence 
of its public charities ; but, unhappily for 
humanity, they have partaken largely of the 
misfortunes of the republic. iTie Wecfe- 
houfe, or afylum for orphans and the dcftitutc 
children of indigent parents, fcarcely raain^ 
tains two thirds of the objeds of charity 
which before the war it benevolently fliel* 
tcred ; and other eleemolynary inftituticns 
have filtered in a firailar proportion/ 
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LETTER V. 



A Jiorm^'^The milage of Ovcrfchk-^Its mi/er- 
able accommodations. — Delft. — The mi/chiefs of 
ihejiorm. — Beauties of the road.—T)ie Hague 
—Its elegant buildings.— Removal of armorial 
bearings:— Palace ' of the dhreSorj^. — Ftrji 
chamber of reprefentdfives.^^Tree of liberty -^ 
Storks. ''^Houfe in the wood.-^Catdlo^ue if 
piQures,— The portraits of the Stadiholder and 
his family not to be feen. — Gardens belonging to 
the houfe in the wood. 

W November, 1800. 

E quitted Rotterdam about five in the 
afternoon of the 9th of November, in the 
treckschuyt, or palfage-boat, for Delft, on 
our way to the Hague. The weather was 
unpleafent and tempeftuous, but nothing in- 
dicated the furious hurricane which overtook 
us at the diftance of a mile from Rotterdam. 
It refcmbled in violence rather the tornadoes 
• which defolate the tropics, than an European 
tempcft. The rage of the wind, and the 

heavy 
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heavy rain which atedtfipahieH it, the igita- 
fioh of the waterj the darknefs of the night, 
and the alarms of the paflengers, confpired 
to render our fituation dreadful. The oldeft 
pcrion did not remember a more tremendous 
ftdrm, and no hurricane that I ever witneffed 
in the Weft Indies could be compared with it 
for violence. The elevation of tne canal, 
Ibmc feet above the level of the earth, est- 
pofed the boat to the whole force of the 
wind, and it was abfolutely impra6ticable 
either to advance or return. In this dan-» 
gerbus fituation we muft have remained all 
night, but fortunately towards nine in the 
evening the Aorm was fo much abated, as to 
permit us . to reach Overfchie, a miferable 
village about the diftance of three miles 
from Rotterdam. *^ ' - 

. Here we landed, happy at our efcape 
from the treckschuyt, to pafs the "night* 
The canal was overflowed, and half-thc 
village: inundated With water: at every ftep 
we were wet to the knees, and torrents of 
rain completely drenched our uppen gar^ 
meots- ^The tempeftuoufnefs of the night 
. tad 



$% .' TOUR t|i]tau»B ' 

bad crawded Ovedchie wil^ ftrangers, and 
mo£l^f the cabartits or ale-houfes were filled 
with gueft& We were repulfed from two 
JbouieSy notwitbftanding all our endeavour^ 
to excite the avarice or the humanity of thtf 
landlords': and it added to. our chagrin^ 
that the boors, who ht fmoking their pipes 
over a comfortable turf fire, feemcd tb enjoy 
with great fatisfa<flion our diftrefs. At length 
we were received into a miferable cabin; 
and fortu^acely procured an apartment for 
curfelves* , But. there was no fire-place in 
k, and the rain dciSbended^ and the wind 
entered through various chinks. CoifFee and 
gin were the.pnly refrcflimenls which' the 
houfe afforded, a;nd neither of thefe very 
excellent in their kind. A damp bed com- 
pleted the fum of our misfortunes, and after 
a fleeplefs night, we fet off early in the 
morning in a voiture for the Hague^ 

Every-where from Overfcbie to Delft, 
and from thence to the Hague, the deflruc- 
tian of the preceding evening met the eye» 
HTfees, the growth of an age, were torn up 
by the roots, houfes throwa down, and 

others 
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©ther« totally unroofed* The cowitry fo# 
many miles was^ vkViiet water, owing to thi* 
overflowing of thfe canak; and at Delft thd 
ftreets were covered with the Wreck of 
public and private b\Jildifiigs. The old 
church, ill which national gratitude hui 
erected monuments to the naemory of Ad- 
miral Van Trump and Peter Heyne^ W« 
unroofed, and many chimneys of the Mili- 
tary Inftitute, a modern-ereftion, were blowrt 
down. Not a private houfe that I fcould 
perceive had efcaped without fome damagef 
to its windows or roof; and the deAru€lion^ 
had been particularly fevere am^ng the flight 
fantaftic temples and fummer^houfes which 
adorn the gardens of the Dutch. Tha 
overthrow of temples and ftatues might- 
afflid their poffeffbrs, but I regretted the* 
fruit and £orefl: trees that were defl:royed^ 
the ingenuity oi man could repair the one,- 
but time only re-eftabli(h the othe^i 

The gi^at charadcr which khe Hague has 
obtained for the elegance of its buildings, 
and the delightfulneft of its fituation, made' 
me fo impatient to vifit it, particularly ias I- 

had 
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bad recommendations to perfons every way 
qualified to ftiew its beauties^ that I abridged 
the ftay I intended to make in Rotter- 
dam fome days, and paffed through Delft, 
fcarcely beftowing aii hour on its curiofi- 
ties. 

, From Delft to the Hague the road is 
magnificently -grand,^ Notwithftanding the 
advanced period of the feafonr and vthe re- 
cent ftorm, the prdfpedls and road are 
extremely delightful. It is of a fufEcient 
breadth to admit four or five carriages 
abreaft, fhadcd on both fides by lofty rows 
of trees, kent in excellent repair, and fb 
level that not the leafi inequality of ground 
is to be. perceived. The country, though 
the«fadl is othervvife, appears, from the man- 
ner in which the tre^s are planted, to be 
excellently flocked with wood; and the. 
fummer-retreats of the opulent, which arc 
thickly fcattered oyer the country, diverfify 
the fcene. On .one fide of the road flows 
the clear and tranquil canal, on which boats 
of bufinefs or pleafure continually pais and 
repafs, giving an inconceivable ntereft to 

the 
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the landfcipe. DireAly before him the lofty 
edifices of the Hague raife the expe6iations 
of the traveller, and the wood, as it is 
emphatically called, on the right of the 
town, prefents a fcene of foreft grandeur. 

We alighted at the Parliament of Eng- 
land, a refpeftable hotel in the Hague^ 
which, before the interruption of our inter- 
courfe with Holland, was much frequented 
by Britifh families of diftindion. The ac- 
cbmmodations here ard good, and the mafter 
and fervants politely attentive, though not 
equal to what fatxjc reports of them. The 
trade of innkeepers, has declined in the fame 
proportion as the other branches of Dutch 
commerce ; and therefore the fblution is 
eafy, why the hotel is inferior to- the repu- 
tation which it bears. The perfbn who for- 
merly conduced the Parliament of England, 
,with fb much honour to himfelf and fatif- 
ia<3:ton to his guefls, was. an Englifhman ; 
but he retired from bufinefs fhortly after the 
;ei^liion of the fladtholder, and the con-f 
fequent removal of Britifh fubjeds from the 
Hague. His fuccefTor, with every ppfliblc 
F difpofition. 
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difpofitiOft to gratify thofe who frequetft hii 
houfe> has not the abilitj ; for^ ala« ! the . 
Hague is uo longer the refort of the wealthy 
and luxurious from all parts of Euro|he, and 
by fuch guefb alone is an inn to be main* 
taincd in fplendoun I coujedured frcmtthe 
name of the hotel, and its having been much 
frequented by perfons of the Britifli imtioa, 
that I fhpuld find foroe one who could fpeak 
Engliih) but I was diiappointed, and to add to 
my mortification, the waiters fpcak French 
moft barbaroyfly. 

Geographers and travellers have perfiAed 
in calling the Hague a village^ becaufe it il 
not furrodnded with walls or fortificatioxiSf 
which are necefiary in their opinions to 
conftitute a town or a city ; brut probably 4t 
IS indebted for this humble appellation to the 
figni£cation of its name in the Dutch laa* 
guage, s'GravcffHaag^ or the Count's Hedge, 
it forming fome centuries ago a part of the 
domains of the counts of Holland. I will 
not diffuitc or vindicate the propriety of a 
term which is of fo little coniequence to 
fettle. . ^ 

. / Village 
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Viliagt; bi- toWh, ibe Hague is a (Jace of 
Woiidcifttl tiiagttificencei The Voorhout^ 
Wbich I d^eih the principal Jifeetj contains 
Inahy elegant and tlaffical buildings» in the 
^nsft ftyle of arcbite<EhireJ and Hone of the 
iation{h«uS| tinnattiral defeds are to be pdr* 
fceivedi which diilingtiifh the mercantile 
tM:«6ltons of Rotterdam^ Walking in the 
mail, whieh is in th« middle of thi€ ftreet, I 
eatkU have conceived myfelf to be in one of 
the moft elegant towns of Italy, but for tbe 
murky atmofpheiret furcharged with foggy 
Vapours^ which hung over my head, and 
never permitted one genial ray of the fan w 
Ue& me with its warmth) and the gr6tef(|ue 
figUrM of Dutch milk'^maids, fl(h<*carriersy 
flcCk bawling mod: inharmonioufly their va^ 
liouft commodities to fell. In this flreet the 
kottfe of the prince of Wielburgh, who is 
allied to the ftadtholder's family, and that 
of the ambaifador of the French republic, 
which was formerly the refidence of the 
British minifter, are buildmgs of uncommon 
elegance ) but, either from a want of tafte, 
4r « kve of fimplicity, I preferred tbe houfe 
r -2 whicb 
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which belongs to the head' of .the Bcntiilck 
family in. Holland. On the abolition df the 
ancient conftitution of the United PrSvihcesy 
this gentleman was cotifined in prifon up-* 
wards of two years, and his property fequet' 
trated ; he is at prefent at libeifty^ and his* 
eftates have been reftored. ^ 

The Vyverburg is the next ftreet whieb 
claims the attention of a ftranger. It is ixt 
the form of an oblong fquare, with fpacious 
walks ihaded with trees, and a broad canal^^ 
or rather bafon of water. Tb^ ftreets of 
the Hague are paved with a fpecies of light* 
coloured bricks, which have a gay appear- 
ance; and thefejoin fo clofely together, thiC 
no interftices are to be perceived whiqh can 
harbour dirt. Hence the ftreets are ke^ 
<»tremely clean ; and in the worft weathcA 
a pcrfonmay walk in them with little inconW. 
venience. : ?. 

I have mentioned the Vyverburg and the 
Voorhout as the ftreets in the Hague to 
which I affign the pre-eminence ; ^but.therc 
are many of great elegance I cannot partirj' 
cularife, which fully entitle this njiagnific^nt 

village 
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YHbge to. Ae high reputation for ^ fplen^ 
dour of its.buiyiDgs which it Enjoys. Thefe 
are di5coratcd with trees, bridges of taftcful 
coiiftrudion, and canals ; and the .jneanefti 
ofithem-4)QfiBKrcs the' recomnQemlation of ex* 
trenK cleannrfs. f \:B£ibre ^he conqueft of 
Holland by tl;i^ TFteiTch; md the changes 
ivbifih fucceedefl'tbat "event, thchdufes of 
(fee liability and -,perfon3 of rank were orna- 
floented iyithltlie armorial enfigns of their 
tubiSi^ ; wbiitifij^b remnants of x:hivalry and 
lioij^lijff ^e.-^ JoBg^r. permitted/to be exhi-' 
bited 5 :arid .where their removal would have 
deformed the: building, the fhields remain 
dd^oiled' of their quarterings. The arms 
which are affixed to the houfes where the 
deputies of the ftates formerly refided, being 
the armorial diftinftions of the different pron 
vinces, are not fubjedl to this ordinance, and 
confequently remain : an exception alfo is to 
be fecn at. the Danifli minifter's houfe, where 
the arms of hi3 mafler ane fo painted as to 
fcroind nje of thofe exhibitions of heraldry 
whi<?h many of the publicrhoufes of J^ondon 
^^»X; but if the jambaifador, in departing 



from general iif9ge» rneant only to affeft ihtf 
prerog?itives of his chart^erj^ his woodten- 
efcutcheon and its wretph^d blii^niy V^. 
Iionpyrable to him. 

Thic palace pf the ftadtholdcr, now the 
nation'fil palace, in wliich the members of 
the !B|atayian dire^ory refide, aiid the two 
chambers of repjrefentattves hpld their meetfi 
ipgs, is chie^y fornae^ of old buildings^ 
^re^pd at different periods, and wiUiout any 
regulf^rity of d^fi^n* T^^y VP furroiUMM 
by a c$inal, oyer which are (lra^?brid^i 
^nd their exterp^l ;ippearfipc^ k tatber p^<^ 
ing« The exiled prinp^ intended fP have 
t^uilt a new palace, and ibortly after the 
cpnclufion of the American war, one fide of 
fi quadrangle was ere6ied of tolerable archi<!^ 
teAurc. But the troubles which quickly 
followed in Holland, prevented the complex 
tion of this plan ; and at prefent there is noi 
any probability that the defign will he carried 
into execution. |n the new building, the 
firft chamber of reprefpntativcs hold Aeif 
Sittings. The hall appropriated to their ofe 
Was the Stadthplder's concert rppm, aUd it 

4? 
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i^fiirmfliod in 9 manner worthy of tl^ legU 
flilture of a wealthy nation. The feats of the 
Ififcnbers, are covered with greeu baize, aQ4 
r^ aoiphitheatricallyi with delks for the* 
impleniients of writing. In the ceijtre, onaa 
devated platform covered with a rich car- 
pet, i3 the prefident's. chair, o/crimfon velvet, 
adorned with the hat, the fafces, and other 
emblems of freedom. At each end of the 
bftll are gaUeries for the a^ccomn^odation of 
i^ps^itQh, and no cnoney is permitted to be 
taksn for adoiittance. I was prefent at a 
debate, which e;Kcited more than yf^al inte<^ 
»ft ^t the Hague, The fubjcia under cpnfif 
4«f»tiQn was, whether corn and other ar- 
tides of provifion Ihould be allpwcd to be 
exported, from the republic in iieutral vefleis 
to Great Britain. This reftri^lion was pro^ 
po^d by the party mi?ft hoftile to England, 
sod carried by a large majority, But the 
^hate was conducted with the utmoft tem«< 
perance and moderation, and I was aiTured the 
members rarely indulged in virulent abxsk of 
thie &itiih nation or government. Theftadt* 
bolder is already. c<Mifigued to contemptuous 

? 4 oblivion, 
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oblivion, or if his name is mentioned ii^ 
their debates, he is fpoken of with frigid 
indifference. This is undoubtedly the wifdl 
procedure, for the abdicated prince era- 
tainly.has manypartifans warnaly attach- 
ed to his caufe, whofe indignation it would 
be dangerous to excite, and difficult to 
iallay. 

In a fquare near the palace is the fixth tree 
pf liberty, as I was informed, which the 
municipality of the Hague have fruitlefely 
jplanted in honour of the goddefs of freeAjm* 
It was dead, but whether of a natural or a 
violent death I could not determine ; thfc 
latter feemed probable, for fome euvious 
hand had lopped off its . branches, and di^ 
figured its bark. What nymph could fur- 
vive a profanation fo cruel ? I did not learn 
that any pcrfon had been punifhed for thi§ 
indignity to the fymbpl of iiational freedom, 
por were there any indications that another 
would be fpeedily planted. 

In the fiih market, near the great church, 

attraded by the offals of the place, which 

Airnifh them with a ready a|£id plentiful fu£- 

. . tenance. 



THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC. t2| 

tenance, and protcfted by the prejudices of 
the people in their favour, are to be ieeii ^ 
irumber of ftdrksmoft familiarly tame. This' 
bird is the peculiar protegee of republics, and 
if papular opinion is to be. believed, the at-r 
taehment it bears to liberty will not permit 
it to inhabit the dominions of a monarch. I 
will npt vouch for the truth of this opinion ; 
but certain it is, that the plumed favourite 
of the republic. has for ages enjoyed the re- 
ipefband proteftion of mankind. Plutarch ^ 
informs us, that in fuch honour ftorks were 
held' in Theffaly, that the punifhment of 
exile was denounced againft the man who 
ihpuld unfortunately deftroy one of thefe 
iacred birds ; and the Greek language has a 
.word expreffive of filial gratitude (^w^t 
A<»;y«0/ which, literally tranflated, fignifies 
toi^d like a ftork. The venera;tion with 
which Greece regarded this bird was adopt- 
^d by the Roman commonwealth. The vir- 
tuous Antoninus ftamped on the reverfe of a 
rmedal which bore his head the image of a 
ftork, and beneath the word pietas was in- 



* De Ifide et Ofiride. 
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fcribed ; a^d a poet who la(hed the worfk 
profligacy of a debauched age %lcs it," Pieta^ 
tictdtrtx^ gracilipes^ crotalifiria.''* The atten* 
tion of this bird to its aged parents^ in defends 
sag them againft attack, and furniOiing t^em 
with food, is a fa6it too well eftabli&cd to 
be dc^bted i . but I cannot bear teflimohy: to 
the elegance of its form, or the haroiony of its 
voice. Its legs are long, and, though ad* 
fuirably fitted for its modes of life, extremely 
difproportionatc to the fizc of its body ; and 
the only founds which I heard it emit were 
piercing and diflbnant (creams, I, howevett 
reganl tbe fl;ork with favour, and am plea£ed 
with the prejudice which proted:s the^ ^ 
mixis of Greece and Rome. 
^ At the diftance of a mile from the Hague, 
is the houfe in the wood 5 a place of retire*, 
tnent which belonged to the ftadthoider, but 
is now converted into a receptacle for the 
■national cabinet of pidures, except a fuite of 
iapartments which are occupied by the keep^ 
of a tavern of no very decent charader. It 
Tefle6l6 little credit on thofe who are charged 
-with the care of the national domains, and 
from their fun^Siions mud in fome meafure 

be 



lie confidercd as the guardians of public mo* 
ttth^ that they permit a brothel to be eftai^ 
bliihed^ withipthe facred prcciritfts of a na-i? 
tiohal palace. Yet, to the diflionour of tho 
BataTian government, fuch is the purpofe to 
which a part of the houfe in the wood is 
}nfamoufly proftituted* 

On the coniHcation of the property of the 
exiled ftadthplder, the Dutch government, 
with laudable zeal for the encouragement of 
the polite i^rts, formed his colledlion of pic<* 
tures, then efteemed one of themoft valu- 
|ibl<5 in Europe, into a national gallery, and 
fet apart an annual fiim for the augmentation 
of this cabinet by purchafe. A noble fuite 
of apartments in the houfe in the wood was 
provided for their reception, and a direftor 
of tafte and genius, with proper affiftants, 
;ippointed to fuperintend this national col<* 
Icflion. 

To the politenefs df Mr. J. G. Waldorp, 
fhe keeper of this cabinet, a perfon of great 
Intelligence and merit, I am highly iridebrcd 
for the diftiriguiihed attention, which at va* 
^|pu8 ^mes he Ihewed me. He is himfclf a 

painter 
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painter of merit, and therefore qualified to 
judge critically of the performances of othersj 
for .though an amateur oiay have the higheft 
poffibie relifti for this art, it is probable beau*^ 
^ie5 will efcape him, which a painter alpiiQ 
pan difeover ^nd appreciate, 

The firft chamber of this pollc^ion is 
^Hotted to pi6lures and portraits .illuftrative 
of the hiftpry of the United Provinces, and 
contains a fucceffionof the princes of Orange 
from William the Firii to William the 
Third, '• 

William I. prince of Orange^ and Maurice, 
^y Miervelt;. Frederic-Henry, and Wilt 
liam IL by Hondhbrn ; and Frederic- Henry 
by Palamedes ; are portraits of unconamoq 
merit : , thofe of Maurice and his brothei* 
WiUiam I. are perhaps the heft* 

The portrait of M. de Ruyter, by Ferdi^ 
nand Bol, cannot be fufiiciently admired; 
a^id the fame praife is due to Admiral Van 
Nefe and h^s wife, two exquilite pidurcs by 
B^VandeivHelft.. 

^The Duke of Alva, by D. Barns, is a moft 
charafteriftic likenefs of that cruel man. H^ 
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is painted in armour, and every feature bears 
xs^rks of a ferocious and fanguinary difpofi- 
tion. He is the general of an army of exe- 
cutionersy deliberating in cold blood the de- 
population of provinces, the fack of towns, 
and the raaffacre of defencelels women and 
children. It is inipoflible to look at this 
portrait without feeling an emotion of in- 
voluntary horror; and the heart turns with 
ficknefs from this faithful reprefentation of 
a human monfter. 

The virtuous republican Barneveldt, an 
enlightened ftatefman, and ftrenuoUs' de- 
fender of Dutch freedom, by Paul Mo- 
reelfe, affords the fpedatorfome relief after 
the contemplation of the fiendlike Spaniard. 

But the pi£lure of moft excellence is the 
candle-light portrait of William III. of Eng- 
land, by Schalken. It was the cuftoni of this 
artift to place his fubjeS and a candle in a 
dark room, and looking through a fmall 
hole, he painted by day-light what he faw in 
the dark apartment. Tradition relates, that 
when he drew WUliam, the tallow of the 
candle ran down upon the king's fingers, to 

the 
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the great difcompofure of the phlegtilitttS 
monarch* The effed of the candle-light in 
wonderfully executed^ but thcf e is a ftiflTne^l 
ki the portrait which difpleafes^ though ic is 
undoubtedly a mafteri^piece in that line 0/ 
painting* 

I fliall only further notice in this apartment 
an allegorical painting of John de Wit, as a 
goofe defending her eggs^ to fignify hid car* 
of the republic. Human energy and paA 
fions are well defcribed in this pi6lure i and 
it is no inferior praife to fay, that it forcibly 
reminded me of the Vulture of an Bnglifii 
artift of the higheft merit *, which was ex* 
bibited laft year at the Royal Academy* 

As the liberality of the Dutch government 

has not yet furnifhed catalogues for the ufe 

of ftrangers who vifit this national colle6lion| 

I fhall hold myfelf excufable if I continue 

briefly to notice the principal ornaments 6f 

this cabinet. 

In the fecond chamber, the Mai&iC^e of tbtf 

Innocents, by Cornelius Van Haarlem, po^ 

' 4|H»^>— *ii^ 1 1 1 1 11 1 I 1 1 . . - irt I ■ - ..I [ i> Il l I I I ■ I i l --Otf-I I 4 b 

* Mr. N^r^cotCi 

feiTes 
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fefles many terrific beauties. Mary Mag-* 
dilenes^ by Qarlo Maratti and Titiat)^ af^ 
paintings of extraordinary, worth; but thtS 
beautiful Magdalene by Corrcgio is a pic- 
ture of fuperior excellence. Penitence and 
hope are moft divinifely blended in the coun- 
tenance of the reclaimed female. 

An ecce homo^ by Gafper de Grayer, may 
iafely be praifed, when it is told that Ru- 
bens could admire the pifture, and envy the 
artift. The agony of the countenance of 
Jefus is finely expreffed. 

Cleopatra with an afp at her brcaft, by 
Guide ; St. John the Baptift^ a youth, by^ 
M. Coxie J and Venus and Adonis, by Wil^ 
labors; are pieces of great merit: but from 
thefe, and a Venus couchant, with Cupid 
near her, by the Chavelier Vander Weff, 
the fpeftator turns with little reluctance to 
the Triuttiph of Love, by Flink. The Venus 
of this piece is moft voluptuoufly beautiful, 
^tA nothing is left for the imagination of the 
Ijcholder to fupply. 

** Quare ntida Venus nudi plngufttut Amores*?^ ' 
A St. Peter, in Gobelin tapcftry, poffefTes 

fufficient 
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fufficicnt excellence to fecurc it aa honout* 
able , place in this apartment, though ex-^ 
prefsly againft the fpirit of the mftitution* 
It bears a great relemblance to the ingenipus^ 
exhibitions at Ha;iover-fquare* r - 

The raoft ftriking pieces in the third 
chamber, are four paintings of dead game^ 
by Hondekoeter, and one by Wenix. The 
pictures of the former enjoy a deferved re- 
putation, but the colouring of Wenix is more 
brilliant* The plumage of his dead phea- 
fant is a perfed imitation of that beautiful 
bird, nor are his animals lefs to be praifed 
for their exquifite correftnefs. A quack 
vending his medicines, by Jah Steen, and a 
furgeon's (hop, by J. M. Sorg, are two 
cpmic pieces bf great humour, and good 
execution. 

The cieling of the fourth apartment is 
painted by Lairefle, an artift of whom the 
Dutch nation has reafon to be proud ; and 
four ftories from Ovid, by the fame handle 
ornament as ' many compartments of the 
roopa. T. M. Torquatus putting his fpn to 
death, by F. Bol: the decapitated trunk 

and 
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kad fevered head are dravirn in a mstfterly 
ihanher; The departure of j£neas from 
Carthage; by the fame. T\<^b landfcapes by 
Glauber. Twelvfe ftaall pidures defcribing 
the hiftory of Claudius Civilisj a hoble Ba^ 
bivikn^ according to the rfelatiori of Tacitus; 
Whd for fome time gallantly defended the 
indepehdence of his country againfl: the En- 
croachments of imperial Ronie, are from the 
pencil oi* Otto Veriius, dnd of liich excel- 
lelice, that the great Lord Bolihgbroke, a 
man whbfe judgtnent in whatever relates to 
ihe ekgant ai*ts few will be inclined to fu« 
. fpe6l9 offered to purchafe them ait the extra* 
ordinary price elf ten thoufand pouildsi* 

The anti-^chamber to the fmall audience- 
irobmi or Ghinefe apartment, contains, with 
many which 1 fhall omit, the Holy Family, 
by Rubens; Mary Magdalerie; by Vandyke i 
the Annunciation; by Lange Jan j the 
Birth 6f VenuS by Jordaans; and the four 
fcafons of the year by the fame. The figure 
of winter as an old woman is admirably de« 
pi^ed^ and the effed of fire-light exquifitely 
ifianaged. 

6 The 



The great hall of audience is iair5i5lsi^diial 
buildings ere6lcd by Amelia o£ Solms, in' ho- 
nour of her hufbatid F/edjific^HcnTy, ai«i 
containsL a fories of ^jraintings, admirably eil- 
-ecutcd, defcriptive of hSa lift/ 

The Apptheofis . of I Frederic*Heary, by 
Jordaans^ is a pidurc of pradigious fize^ and 
extraordinary merit, iti which the artift has 
iutroduced a portrait of himfelf^ Fut the 
.reprefentation of Time deftroying all things, 
by the f?irae painter, exhibits more beauties* 

The other artifts. who have contributed 
to decorate this apartnaent, are Rubens, 
Vanderwerf, t)u Buay, Soutman, Van Ful- 
den, &c. • 

In the time of the ftadtholder, this apart- 
ment was often ufed as a concert'^foorp^ and 
when the Orange family dined in public, the 
hall of audience was the (bene of their re- 
paftsw Thither the good Dutchman repaired 
to view his Ibvereign, not afiifting at delibe- 
rations of ftate, or employed in the exercifc 
-of fupreme magiftracy, but enjoying the 
plcafures, the humble pleafures, of a luxu- 
rioufly-furnifhed table. 

In 
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In tfiift cbmmoii eating-room are three 
grey paintings, in imitation of baffo-relievo, 
by J^ de Wit. They reprefcnt Atalanta and 
Mfeleager, the four feafons of the year, and 
Vcn4ls arid Adonis; and are fo admirably ex- 
ecuted as at a very fhort diftance to deceive 
the mofi: (critical eye. They appeal (b to ftand 
out frdm the wall, that the fpeftator imagines 
he could brtifli the duft from the projefting 
figures; nor are the defigris of thefe pidures 
lefe elegant than the deception is happily 
managed *. In this apartment is fhewn 
an ancient ball of wood, iiito which a num- 
ber of nails were driven by the firft Dutch 
confederates who aflembled to refcue their 
country from the tyranny of Philip 11. ; and 
the cup is alfo preferved out of which thefe 
patriots drank to the fuccefe ot their holy 
caufe; Here is a cannon of gold and filver. 



• Elegant as thefe figures are, it muft be confidered 
that deception is the meaneft branch of the art of paint- 
ing, and it is therefore to be regretted that the artift did 
not uife his pencil for nobler purpofes. 

G 2 Ciiriched 
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enriched with distmonds, which was giten 
by a dcy of Algiers, as a proof of his efteeiiv> 
Or fear, to Admiral de Ruyter ; and a park of 
artillery in miniature, which was made for 
the infirudion of the fladtholder^s ions m, thi6 
art of war. 

The furniture of this houfe, which wa$ 
fumptuous, as well as of the other palaceai 
which belonged to the fladtholder, was con- 
fifcated by the French, and fold for their ufe, 
lender pretext that the republic had declared 
war againft the Prince of Orangq perfoaally. 
A fimilar fate would have attended his mag- 
nificent colle<5lioa of pidurcs, but the Dutch 
government wifely redeemed this treafiire^ 
and, in imitation of their fifter repuWic,^ 
founded a national gallery. Since its foun- 
dation in ninety-feven^ to November, eigh- 
teen hundred, three thoufand one hundred 
and twenty tickets of admiffion only had 
been iffued ; a proof that mucii tafte for the 
fine arts does not exift in Holland, or that 
few ftrangers have relbrtcd to the Haguf^ 
The price of admiiEoi) is aboaut one ihiUii^ 
I .: and 
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mnd iixpence^ and the money £o colleded 
>mJSifl$ to defray tbe expeuces of the inflittt* 
ition^ 

In this houfe, as elfewhere, thr arms of 
^e Orange family are carefully obliterated^ 
and the portraits of the ftadthddcr^ his fa- 
ther, his princefs, and their children, ^rc 
•difpoiieffed of their places. A fmall equef* 
trian figure in bronae of Frederic the Greatt 
the gift of that king to his niece the Prin- 
cefe of Orange, maintain? its place, per- 
♦haps equally through refped to the cha- 
racter of that illuftrious prince, and fear of 
offending the powerful court of Berlin, But 
the portraits of George II. and Caroline, of 
Ann their daughter, the mother of the ftadt-* 
holder, and of various royal perfonages of 
a more recent date, are configned to the 
lumber-room of tbe palace, that the eye of 
the republican amateur may not be offended 
^by their prefence, or tbe Orangift gratified 
by delineations of the objefts of his attach- 
ment. As the portraits of the moft rc- 
n6wned princes of the houfe of Orange are 
permitted to remain, the abiencc of the mo- 

G 3 dera 
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dcrn likenefles can occafion the unprejudiced 
fpcfliator but little regret, unleis indeed he 
confiders their removal as an infult to ifallen 
grandeur. 

Great care is taken of the gardens belong? 
ing to the Houfe in the Wood, at the ex- 
pense of the nation^ and in fipe weather 
they are reforted to from the Hague, as a 
promenade fomewhat in thfe ftyle of wr 

•parks. What attraftion? they ppfTefs when 
fummer draws forth the beauties of iP:egeti^- 

-tion, I am not competent from the latenefs 
of the feafon to pronounce ; but luidQubtedly 
they are laid out in the worfl ilyle of horti- 
culture* Here are flagn^ted canals in abun^ 

• dance, with puerile bridges thrown over thein^ 
trees bent and cut into fantaftic ijhapes, and 
flower-beds of a thoufapd forms. But every 
thing is Unnatural and artificial. The canal 
meanders without grace, and trees ftunted in 
their growth exhibit nothing but fpecimeqs 
of deformity. The luxuriance of Nature 

' fmiles not here, and her oper?itipns are care- 
fully limited with more than mathematical 

• feverity. It is n fault of lefs confequence 

- ^ certainly 
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certainly than thofc which I have noticed, 
but nevcrthelefs of confiderable magnitude, 
that the garden-\valks here arc ftrewn with 
fand, and ti fbift fpeples .of fe^ which 

fbon pulvcrifes, inftcad of gravel. Thefc 
\j(,alk^ offppwdj^he ^e^ ,a^ Jo 

the fe^t ; iji . v^et weJkther I fhouJd imagiue 
tbcjr ftctjuire ibe jjoafiftwicy of mpitar. :. 
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LETTER VI. • 

Tke princess cabinet ofc^iojitm remwed to JPa»^ 

-rUf^Wkat would probably hfifoe been its fate 

had it been tran^rted to England.^^SekepeU 

ing.-^Di/ire/k of thejijhermen qfScheceling oh 

the departure of the Prince of Orang^^Re- 

joicings at the Hague on the fame occajion.*^^ 

- Sketch of tfie hiftory of the Jiadtholders.-r^Re^ 

ports to the difadvantage of the prefent Prince 

of Orange.— Difcontents in HoUand.^ImprU" 

dence of the Princefs of Orangt.^^Effeds of 

the French revolution in the United Priyvinces^ 

-^Animofity of the Dutch towards th^, Briti/h^ 

troops. — Moderation of the French. -^Some ac* 

count of General Daendals. — The r^lp,t%on of 

Holland effeQed without blood. — French emiw 

grants.-^fFhat would be the reception of an 

Engiyhman in the French army. ^ A citizen of 

the world. 

jl\.MONQ the curiofities at the Hague. 

)vhicb formerly attraft«d the attention of the 

^^,^.. . -. , inquifitiye 
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jnquifitiyc ftr^ngcr, the princi'a cabinet of 
n^lural hiftprj^ ah4 xnufeum of raf;itie9 he)d a 
^ifting\iiih(td place. It ig iiow r^on^pycd tq 
J^ariii ^ aud a$ thfc influence of party operates^^ 
|ts lofs i« reg&rded ^s a wtigH^y misfortune, 
pr a trifle unworthy of potice. They who 
accommodate themfelves to the circum* 
fial^ips of the tUnes^ reprefei^t it a? a coUec- 
^ioq of baubles fit only for. the amufement of 
women and children; and the enemies of 
the prefent lyftem/ who inveigh againft the 
i;:apaqity of the French^ maintain its fupc- 
riority oyer theBritifh Mufeuni. The real 
yalue of ithi« cabinet is perhups to be found 
in the medium between thefe oppofite opi- 
pioas. Profeflbr Pallas, the Pliny of Ruf- 
fia^. acquired in this coUedion the elements 
9f that knowledge which has fin<ie rendered 
bi^, Bame iUuJftrioas ; and Camper, one of 
thci moft profound geniufes wl^ich the United 
Provinces eyer produced, aiid a natural phi- 
lofopher of defcrved reputation, ftudied in 
the fame fchool. It may therefore be pre- 
&med, that this colleiaion could enrich the 
ipan of fcieOQ€|, as tyett as oraufe the feeble 

amateur. 
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amateur, and its removal muft be 6on^fidered 
as an event eminently difierviceable to the 
progrefs of natural hiftory in Holland. This 
is the more to be regretted, as the Dutch 
have perhaps cultivated natural hiilory, and 
the fcience^ allied to it, which demand per- 
severance in enquiry arid accuracy of obfer-^ 
vation, with more fuccefs than any other 
nation in Europe. Had this cabinet been 
tranfported to England, it would probably 
have been added, with little advantage to 
fcience, to the dufty ftores of Montague- 
hoiife; nor 4S it probable' its fate will bo 
happier in the; Natioifial Inftituteof Prance,, 
where it now repofes. The Dutch gdverii- 
ment might have purchafed its redemption 
at a moderate price ; but legiilators are not 
often philoibphers ; and while the wealth of 
nations is exhaufted for the deftruftion of the 
human fpecies, fmall are the fums: that are 
expended for the advancement of uftfiil 
knowledge. /' 

' At the diftance of two miles from* thd 
Hague is Scheveling, the village from whicH 
the ftadthdder embarked, whetf he fled fitor* 
/: » his 
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'cbuntry. Its inMbitants are chicHy fiflidfT 

tnen^ and thefe poor men bi^held the deparr 

ture of their prince with the liyelieft coor 

certi. The beach was crowded with afHi£ted 

ipe6l?tors, whofe relpe6lful fileqce and tears 

ippke their feelings* The ftadthplder, his 

ion the hereditary prince, and two or three 

Dutch noblemen, attached to the fortunes 

i3f the houfe of Orange-^ embarked on board 

a fmall fifhing vcffel, navigated by five me% 

'and bid adieu/ probably for eygfj to their 

pountry. The princeffcs: Jbad departed the 

day? before' in a yeflel; equally vinfuitable to 

their rank and fex ; and fuch may be cpnfip 

4ered as the^ end of the political exiftence of a 

family . which for two hundred yea.rs watched 

pver the fafety of the republic. . , , . . 

While the poor fi(hermen,at Scheyj^ling 

lamented: their fugitive princes, the popylace 

-^at the Hague, with that inconftancy which 

charaderifes the vulgar, dflenabled in a tij- 

. pultttous^ manner to exprefs their contempt 

'pf their ancient governors, and to infult the 

Unfortunate partifans of the hopfe of Orange. 

The mail d^inguiihed xioUes w:ho rem^ia- 

.:. - ed. 
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cd, gcneroufly determined to Ihare the. fat^ 
of their country, were thrown int<^ priion to 
protect them from popular yiol^uCe, and 
guards were placed in their bofufcs to. pre- 
ferve them from pillage^ It may not be im- 
proper here to mention, thatthe<:onduclof a 
^utch mob is ftrongly naarked with th« cba- 
radcrlftic frugality of the nation. They will 
plunder their real or fuppofed enemies with** 
put relud^nce j but when their refcntments 
extend even to an utter difregard for the 
lives of individuals, they as carefully avoid 
the deftruftion of property, as they would in 
the mod equitable tranfa6bions^ Immediately 
that the flight of the prince was known^ hi* 
tradefmen wifely removed from their (hopsi 
the armorial bearings of the houfe of 
Orange, which before were oftentatioufly 
difplayed, and fubftituted in their place thofe 
emblems of liberty which inflamed the paf? 
fions of th« populace. But notwithfl:anding 
thefe precautions not to exafperate the mob, 
the fecurity of thefe inoffenfive perfons aud 
their property was extrfemely dubious, until 
the arrival of A detachmejnt of. the French 

afmy 
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army at the Hague, four days after the d^ 
parturc of the ftadtholder. Thp French 
troops were accompanied by two members 
of the convention, dignified with the lofty 
title of reprcfentatives of the people, who 
prohibited in fevere terms any tumultuous 
meetmgs^ and prefcrvcd by their vigorous 
meafures the unfortunate adherents of the 
ftadtholder from the terrible cfFeds of popu-^ 
lar indignation. It is faid that the leaders 
of the patriotic party, as it was ftyled, who 
had been ^pprefled by the Orange fa^Uon^ 
folicited permiffion for eight-and-forty houra 
to cxercife the vengeance they thirfted for 
' on their enemies ; but the French reprefen^ 
tatives magnanimoufly declared, that they 
came to deliver the whole Batavian people 
fromoppfefSon, not to gratify the rcfentmenta 
of individuals, and a proclamation was iffued 
to reftrain popular violence. The falutary 
efifc6is of thefe wife meafures, and the evilt 
which were thereby averted, were pointed 
QMt to me, in a ftrain of becoming gratitude, 
by a perfon warmly attached to the exiled 

prince^ 
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prince, and ardently defirous of hii rc-cfta^ 
blifliment; 

The joy Ivhifch manifefted. itfelf at the 
Haguft on the depkftufe of the Aadtholdcr 
ivill occafioii fomd aftoniflimcnti when wc 
confider how much that village wafc indebted 
for its fplendour to the foftering care of the 
houfe of Orange. From the death of Wil- 
Kam I. towards the dole of the fixtcenth 
century, it had been, with few intervakj the 
refidence of the court, and the featof gaa 
veniment; Thfe ample revenues of theftadt-^ 
holder were principally expended here, and 
&e perfons attached to him through interefl: 
er principle were numerous in every clafs of 
ibcietyi His fplendid eftabliflimait gavct 
cafy employment and fupport to multitudes^ 
and the extenfivc patronage which he enjoys 
ed in confequence of his high offices in the 
ftate^ if attended withlbme degree of envy, 
afforded him the ready means of conciliating 
many friends* 

, yln the perfonal charaifter of the prince, .. 
and thecircumftances of the times,, wc ffiall 
•.^ difcover 
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difeov^'tha caufes of thatanipaofity agf^ini); 
iiim which immediately on his departure . 
was virulently difplayed. The fervices per- 
formed by the firft princes of the houfe of 
Orange were .rewarded by the republic with 
the higheft employments of dignity and trull 
in the ftatC)' and the confidence of the nation 
was not abufed by the illuftrious chiefs to 
rwhpm power was thus delegated^ The 
ipkndid abilities of the firil ftadtholders, and 
their fucceflfes in war^s and negociations, 
happily aflerted and eftabliftied with renown 
the independence of the United Provinces. 
If their enemies have accufed them with 
juftice of uniformly endeavouring to extend 
their authority at the expence of the liberties 
of the people, the luftre of their glories threw 
a veil over their ambition, and the iblid 
benefits they conferred on the ftate were 
gratefully acknowledged by the fternell: re* 
publicans. For upwards of a hundred years, 
under an aulpicious fuccefiion of five princes 
of the houfe of Orange, the United Provinces 
iiourilhed in arms, riches, and arts« A ter-- 
xitory of fmall geographical extent ranked 

with 
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i^ith the moft potent kirigddmS ofUwopei 
atid rcfiftcd the gigantic forces of the mb^ 
narchies of Efagland and Francei ' ^ 

From the death of Willidm the Thirds 
whofe talents arid addrefs refcUed the te^ 
publie from the itioft immiriciit danger^ the 
ftadtholderate remained vacant; till the diffi^ 
culties in which the ftates found themfelveS 
involved in 1747, together with the wifliei 
. of the natioh) and the powerful interpdfitibfi 
of Geot'ge the Second, induced them to con* 
fer that dignity on William the father of the 
prcfent JPrince of Orange, and to make the 
offices of captain-g^nefal and adrniral^general 
of the fepublic hereditary in his family; 
William the Fourth was a prince of fconfider- 
able talents, but he lltrvived his feleVatioa 
only a few years, and his adminiftratioit wa* 
too Ihort for the nation to derive mtich ad* 
Vantage from it. 

The ftadtholdef s hithertb had fhed i luftrc 
on the republic by their great abilities, which 
eonceaied their defigns againft the liberties of 
the people ; but William the Fifth inherited 
the ambition of his anceftors^ without any 

pretciifion^ 
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J)retenfions to th^ir *fplendid talents. His 
reign (if I may be permitted to ufe that term 
to denominate an authority almoft regal) 
was marked by a fucceffion of difafters, and 
clofed with the conqueft of his country and 
his . precipitate flight. If a long train of cir- 
cumftances, for which the ftadtholder could 
not be blamed, had impaired the rcfources 
and weakened the energies of the republic, 
its fall was updoubtedly accelerated by the 
feeble and impolitic adminiftration of that 

, prince and his minifters. But the chief caufe 
of his unpopularity, and of the extravagant 
joy that was dilplayed on his departure^ wai 
his attachment to the court of London. 
The Dutch had long viewed with bitter 

, jealoufy, on account of their own impove- 
riftied trade, the flourifhing commerce of the 
Britifh empire, and a myfterious connexion 
highly unfavourable to the republic was fup- 
pofed to exift between the ftadtholder and. 
the Engliih government. 

It was reported (with what truth I cannot 

[ determine) and received with avidity, that 
the battle of the Dogger Bank, a combat 

H honourably 
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honcurabk to the Dutch marine^ was fought 
in difobedience to the orders of the admiral* 
general ; and amongft other rumours then 
circulated and afterwards revivect, it was 
laid, that when the news of the battle arrived 
at the Hague, the ftadtholder cxpreflfed his 
fetisfadlion that the Engliih had not loft any 
fliips. A naval officer, extremely weU dif- 
pofcd to the new government, to whom in 
converfation I applied for information on, 
the fubjedl, aflured me of his entire diibclief 
of either reports ; and it is probable 'had any 
evidence exifted of orders given by the 
ftadtholder to his admirals to avoid the Eng- 
lifh fleet, the direftory would have publilhed 
a fad fo difgraceful to the Prince of Orange. 
But if we rejecl, as originating in the 
malice of party, the ftory which accufes the 
ftadtholder of abfolutely betraying his coun- 
try, and expreffing a moft unnatural joy at 
the fuccefs of it§ enemies, it is certain bis^ 
partiality for England was fo plainly mani- 
fefted as to excite univerfal difcontcnt, not 
only in the great commercial cities of the 
Bnited Provinces, which regarded Great 
- Britain 



Britain as the dangerous and' iiifidioud rival 
of their trade, but at th« Magi3€ an4 ^fecer 
pkces. where the perfonai influence of the 
Prince of Orai^^ might be fuppofed to be 
confidcrable.. u . - 

Thcfe difcontents, fhortly after the rerto* 
jratioa of peace, ripened into open infarre<ftion, 
and the ftadtholder would have been dif^^ 
xnifled with ignominy from his government, 
l«ad»nsot Fruffia^ and Great Britain interfered 
for the prcfervation of his authority. Th^ 
9rmA of one of thefe powers, and the threat 
fifriae other, maintained the Prince of Orange 
ia his. offices, and even procured for hkn an 
acxseffion ^jf power. But his fordble^ re*- 
cdftabliiknent in the ftadtholderate by fhe 
vioJent interference of foreign powers, gave 
great offence to the moderate as well as tp 
the r epubli can partjv and in proportion as 
the prince's authority was augmented^ the 
refpe^ to his chara6ter was dimini(hed>. 
The zealous republicans, who With diflScuJty 
WQuli have tolerated a ftadtholder .of thi? 
nioft profound talents, beheld wiffc . vivid 
indignatioa that high dignity, at a crifis 
^ H 3 which 



100 TOUR THROUCd 

which demanded confummate abilities^ filkd 
by a prince of a very limited capacity ; and 
the notion was extcnfively circulated by the 
mifchievous aftivity of party, that the cala- 
mities of the nation were to be attributed 
iblely to the maladminiftration of the prince. 
Other caufes contributed to fwell the 
ftream of popular odium which flowed againft 
the ftadtholder. His princefs, a woman of 
more than ordinary powers of underftanding, 
was on many accounts extremely difagreeable 
to the Dutch, and had on.fome occafions, 
where the utmoft delicacy of management 
was required*, interfered in public pieafures 
in a manner unbecoming her fituation and 
fex. Her,, afcendency over the prince her 
hufband might have been overlooked or ap* 
plauded, as the natural confcquence of fii- 



* The Princefs of^Orange> without any acknowledged 
charafter in the republic, which permitted her to interfere 
in public affairs, anfwered in her own name fome memo- 
rials which during the troubles in 1787 the ftates-general 
addreiTed to the prince her hufband, and in a ftyle fp 
haughty and overbearing as to excite univerlal indigna- 
tion.. 



penor 
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f eridr talents, had her counfels tended to the 
profperity of the republic ;^ but they were 
uniformly direfted to augment the power of 
the ftadtholder, and with little fuitable at- 
tention to the genius or prejudices of the na- 
tion, on whofe rights fhe endeavoured to en- 
croach. She poffefled few of thofe qualities 
which engage the afFedions of the vulgar ; 
and the fevere etiquette of her court, together 
with its expenfive magnificence, difgufted 
the higher ranks of a frugal people, jealous of 
their liberties. 

The French revolution added a third party 
to the fadions which divided Holland, and it 
may be doubted whether the majority of the 
Dutch nation entered cordially into the war 
with France, The republican party looked 
up to France as the only power capable of 
delivering them from the yoke of the ftadt- 
holder, and the influence of England ; and it 
is well known that when the Auftrian and 
Britifh troops bravely difputed every inch of 
ground, the Dutch forces oppofed a very 
feeble refiftance to the French army. If it 
is Certain that there was much difaffedion or 

If J fupiqenefs 
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Jiipinenefs in the Dutch army, where the 
influencie of the fiadthoider might be dippore4 
to be conjfiderable, it will not occasion won^ 
der that many towns and cities of the rep\ab^ 
lie openly avowed a difpofition hofttle to his 
caufe. At a time wh^n the further progi^ela 
of the French was dubious, and the carber ei 
th^ir arms might have been arrefted, had tho 
Dutch cordially united to de^fend their cot&n« 
try, the fipk and wounded of the British 
^rmy we^^ refufed admiflion into £Mft;, ap4 
a corps of burghers was formed at Amfterd*nf| 
to prevent the entrance of foreign troops 
(by which were ejtclufively meant the Eag** 
lifli) into that city. Other inftances equally- 
flrong might be brought forward. 

A (hort time before the French erc^d 
the Waal, which pa|&ge decided the fate <>f 
the republic, the i^J^dtholder was ioyefted 
with additional pawers, which k\ fame fort 
refembled thofe of the ancijcnt ditftatora of 
Home. But in obtaining the paraniount ob-f 
je£t of his ambition, be alienated more and 
more the affedions of his countrjm^n, atid 
his proclamation commanding the people to 

rife 
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'^{e m a tnafs, fcatcely procured the a^^* 
ditional ftrengtfa of fifty recruits to the Dutch 
array. It was then ordered throughout the 
Uuited ProvitKres, that three houies (hould 
furmfh one maa apcnong them for the defence 
of the republic } but the antipathy of the 
nation to the ftadtholder's^ government pre- 
vented the execution of this plan. 

Under thefe ciicumftances of almof): uni- 
verfal irritation and difcontent, the intelU* 
gence of the Prince of Orange's flight wds 
gei^rally received with tranfjxwts of joy* 
PoKcy, or the fear of giving offence to the i 
predominate party> if they aded otherwife^ 
undoubt^Iy induced fome to affc6i the pa- 
pular enthufiafm, and fome, for no folid 
reaibns deiirous of a change, rejoiced they 
Jcnew not whyv; but a vail majority, fully 
ocpreffing the voice and wifh of the nation, 
bdbield with the moft fincere pieafure, not- 
withilandlng the calamitous circumftances 
which txiade it necefTary, the abdication of 
the ftadtholder. 

The moderation which marked the firft 
ftdts ©f the French commanders and repre^ 

H 4 fcntatives,- 
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fentatives, wasoppofed to the rigorous mca- 
fures which the fad neccffitics of the times 
obliged the ftadtholder to have recourfc to, 
and tended at once to reconcile the people to 
the important changes which took place, 
and to render the fubvertcd government 
odious. Had the revolution been cfFefted by 
the Dutch, patriots, it is probable much blood 
would have been fhe^, for the refentments 
- of the leaders of that party were (harpened 
by feven years' profcription, and the haughty 
triumph of their adverfaries. General 
Daendals, who fled from Holland in 1787, 
on account of the aftive part which he took 
in the troubles of that time, became after- 
wards a general of^divifion in the army 
which conquered his country, and diftln- 
guiflied himfelf oh a variety of arduous occa- 
fions. During his exile, this perfpn is fup- 
pofed to have imbibed at Paris fome of the 
fanguinary fentiments of the revolutionary 
clubs ; and as he rnay be confidered as one of 
the heads of the patriotic party, it is of con- 
fequence to relate what thofe fentiments 
were, In 1787, on account of his oppofiUon 

to 
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to the authority of the ftadtholder, and iijb^ 
fequent flight from Holland, he incurred 4 
kind of outlawry, in confequence of which 
his property and cftates, which were ton-* 
fiderable, were confifcated and fold. On his 
triumphant return to his country in I79S> 
and the poHtical annihilation of his enemies, 
he was not Content with being reftored to 
the poffeffion of his eftates, and receiving 
ample indemnification for the lofs of his pro- 
perty, but he threatened with extermination 
all who had been concerned in the confifcation 
or detention of his fortune. Happily- he 
could not communicate the fame fpirit of 
perfonal animofity aiid virulence to the 
French commanders, and confcquently his 
plans of terrible vengeance proved abortive. 
General Daendals, on the fettlement of the 
new government, was appointed commander 
in chief of the Batavian forces, in which 
capacity he rendered important fervices to 
the republic when the Englifli invaded Hol- 
land : he flill continues to £11 this (ituation; 
and I am fincerely pleafed to add with the 
fnofl laudable moderation. Of his abilities 

as 
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as a general J fhall have occalica her^fter 
to fpeak^ I ihall therefore at prefcnt only 
^bferve, that they fully juftify the high c<m^ 
£dence which the nation and governinieiit 
rcpofe in him* 

Jc is cnoft honourable to all who w^; 
concerned in the fubverfion of the ancient 
government of the United Provinces, a 
government which had fubfifted two hun^ 
dred years^ reipeded in its foreign and 
dbmeilic relations, and enjoying all the adi^ 
vantages of prefcriptioii and long eftablifli**' 
ment, that not one drctp of human blood wa$ 
judicially ihed on its overthrow^ Twas at 
great pains to gather what woxild probably - 
have been the fate of the iladtholder and his 
family, had they awaited in Holland the 
ftorm that burft over their tmfortunate honie, 
and amidil a great diverfity of opinions, the 
{prevailing ientiment was;, that they would 
have been baniflied from the territories of the 
republic* This opinion is corroborated by 
the knowledge of the influence which the 
King of Pruffia, at that time negociating 
with France,. pofieiTed in the councils of that 

republic ; 



republic ; and h» certainly wouid have 
avert-ed) either by threats or force, any vip* 
ience from beiag offered to the Princefe of 
Orange his fifter, or her &miiy. But un-^ 
dott|>tedly, under the alartning circumftancet 
in whic^h they were placed, the wifeft mea^ 
fure which the family of Orange could pur** 
fue, was that which they adopted ; for had 
they ren:^in^ at the Hague till the arrivail 
of the enemy, had their perfonal fafcties no|; 
be^n eadangered^ they muil have fufFered 
many ituiigniiies, and teen harafied with 
much anxiety and alarm. 

In the courfe of the enquiries from whence , 
the forgoing information and opinions were 
derived, I learnt that on the arrival of the 
French at Amfterdam, three emigrants were 
fiiot in the fquare before the ftadthoufe of 
that city,. Similar executions to a. mach 
greater extent had taken pla<x on the {mnr 
tiers, but the men fo put to <kath w^re found' 
in arms agatnft the republic, while the un-^ 
fortunate wretches that fuffered at Amfter* 
dam were guilty of no other crime than 
$bat of having (quitted their country. The 

number 
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number of French emigrants who were in 

the interior of Holland, at the time when 

it was over-run by- their countrymen, ww 

confiderable, but through the clemency of 

General Pichegcu, or his humane connivance, 

the interpofitioli of the Dutch government^ 

and the activity of their own fears, which 

furniihed them with wings to fly, three only 

were publicly executed. On the departure 

of the prince from Scheveling, an order was 

fent from the ftates-general to prevent the 

iaili/ig of any more veflfels from that place : 

had it been ftridtly attended to, three or 

four fifliing boats crowded with wretched 

emigrants would have been detained, but 

their unhappy fituation, and the urgency of 

their cafe, procured them a ready exemption 

from an order which, perhaps, was only 

meant to conciliate the conquerors. 

A French general of high ranlc, whofe ac- 
quaintance I gained through the kindnefs of 
General Choric, cbnverJfing with mere fpedling 
the lives of the emigrants, aflured me that many 
of thefe unhappy men would have been faved, 
had the powers who coalfced againft France* 

vigoroqfly 
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Vigproufly interpofcd in their behalf, and ex- 
crcifeid for a period fimilar fe verities on the 
republican troops^ had their remonftrances 
been unattended with fuccefs. He informed 
xne, that when a town fuAendered to the 
arms of France, in; which emigrants were 
iappofed to l)e,.it vras. not ynufual for the 
general commanding, the befiqging forces to 
allow the governor pf the captured town a 
number of covered waggons, which fhould 
be permitted .to pais without infpeSion,. in 
order that the niiferable emigrants might 
cfcape in them;, but it fometimes happeiied 
that mercenary commanders chofe rather ta 
employ thpfe waggons for their private emo- 
. lament,, than to ufe them for the humane 
piirpofes for which they were granted,^ and- 
in fuch cafes the fevere laws of the republic 
were fternly executed. With a national pride, 
whicjh did. honour to his heart, he added,, 
at the moment w,hea he moft loudly con- 
demned thcjir principles, that the emigrants 
were the braveft cnenues whom the republi- 
can troops had to encounter. I infmuated 
that he might miilake for heroic courage 

what 
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what was in reality the dffe<fta of dc^r; hat 
he aflured me again and again that their ex- 
ceffivc gallantry proceeded from no other 
caufe than their being Frenchmen. 

I was much pleafcd with a fentiment ex- 
prcficd by the fame intelligent perfon, which 
alfo, now that their zeal for making converts 
is abated, is held by moft refpe^aHe French- 
men, and marks the return the nation: is 
making to its former habits of thinking. I 
afked him what reception an Englifhman 
would receiye at his hands, who fhould offer 
to fenrein the armies of the French repuWic. 
He anfwered, he Ihould endeavout to <fif- 
fUade him from his purpofe ; butif hisargir- 
ments proved inefFedud, it would then be 
his duty to fignify the offer to the commaacfer 
in chi^f, or the minifter at, wan In that cafe, 
the Englifhman might probably receive an ap- 
pointment, but from that moment he fhoxdd 
confider him unworthy of a place at his taWe, 
and not deferving to receive the flighteflr at- 
tention or civility. He would view hiiti as a 
foldier with fufpicion, and as a man with con- 
tempt; * In thefe fentiments, he added; tikOft 

of 
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of theoAcers with whom he had fervid cor- 
dially joined, aod there were few republicans 
of integrity and rfefledton who Were not of 
ibe iame opinion* 

I was ^amufed at the houfe of a citizen of 
the World (fuch was the appellation which 
he beftowed on himfelf ), where we dined— 
whofe- country you cannot miftake when I 
inform you, that he affured me Sir John 
Pringle was the moft fkilful phyfician that 
had appeared fince the days of Hippocrates 
or Cel&rs^^with the contraft of a man coldly 
appreciitihg^ the merits and defeds of dif- 
ferent natibns, and pretending an equal at- 
tachment to all, and two or three Frftnch- 
men fo partial to their own, as to affirm atf 
excellence was confined to the territories of 
their republic. The warm enthufiafm of the 
Frenchmen was an agreeable vanity which 
it was . impoHible not to admire, and efpeci-* 
ally as it was oppofed to the frigid, cold- 
hearted fjrftem of the North Briton. One? of 
the Frenchmen had been a planter in Saint 
Domingo, where he had valuable eftates^ 
which^ as. tranquillity is now in a great 

meafure 
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meafarc reftored to that ifland, he' h(xptB to 
recover. He defcribed with great fenfibility 
his feelings on feeing the coaft of France, 
from the deck of the veflel which brought 
him to Europe, after an abfence of fixteen 
years. He had fuffered much from the re- 
volution both in the Weft-Indies and in 
France, where his patrimonial fortune was 
fequeftrated; but ftill he loved his country 
with unabated fervour, and was rnofi deeply 
interefted in its welfare. This gentleman is 
promifed by Bonaparte a high appointment 
in Saint Domingo,, whenever the French 
government fhall turn its attention to that 
ifland, and this he intimated was now in 
contemplation* 
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t?ETtER VII. 



The road from the Hague to Scheoeling. — l)e^ 

. ftrwEtion,occq/ioned by the late fiorm.'^Titt 

beach at SckeveHng.^^Aperj^n of the Dutch 

to the air of the fea. — Theji/h^ries (f Holland. 

— theatre at the Hhgue. — 'A member of tha 

Bdtdvi'an direStory.'--l7npqveri/hrnent of the 

Hdgue.'^^i'houghtl concermng the rejioration 

vf the StddtUoUer.^ChdraBer of his deceafed 

" Jbn.^^^Aocouni dftke pirifeni King ofPru/Jtai 

^ ^^jEAterary traffic of the HdgUeJ^'^Great ^imi^ 

, fiution cf iU magnificence*'--^French troops J^^ 

Their pay. 



TThe Hague, Novembelf, 1600. 
HE. i^ftiefniieil bf Schevdling,.: arid the dft- 
partare of the chiefs of the hoi^fe of Orange 
from that village, Ifed hie into a digreflion 
from which I return with pleafure. If it af- 
fbrdisd atnufement ot information, an apology 
is unneceffaryj if the contrary, the belt is to 

1 be 
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be found in my intentions, which were to 
contribute, as far as my limited powers 
jvould permit, to both. 

The road from the Hague to Scheveling 
IS fo juftly praifed by the Dutch, and pointed 
out as an objed of admiration tp ftrangcrs, 
that I ihould be liable to well-founded ctnfurc 
did I not attempt to defcribe it. The length 
cf this ayenue is near two miles, and its 
breadth about twenty paces, or rather more^ 
It is a perfeftly ftraight line, fo that the en- 
trance of the road comm^d^ a view of the 
whole; and happily a pidturefquc objeft, the 
church of Scheveling, te;rminatc$ the pro* 
fpedk. Ontifih fide it is fhaded by beeches, 
lixx>es, and. oaks of an aftoniihlng growth, 
which are fo clofely and fkilfully planted, at 
the fame time without incommoding each 
ether, that they form to appearance an im- 
pervious foreft. Great care, but certainly not 
more than it deferves, is taken to prefervc 
this magnificent grove froni injury or depre- 
dation.. Here the fond lover may brood in 
foiitude over his paffion^ but muft not wound 
the bark of a tree with the initials of hia 

miftrefs's 
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hiiftrefs's name ; nor muft the mifchievous: 
"boy fexercife his agility at climbing in this 
confectatefd wood. Woe; be to the mifcraWe 
wretch who iS detefted here picking a few 
fKcks to light her iire^ the fpin-^houfe of 
bridewell woiild be the punifhmcnt of her 
pffeiico. At Ihort diftances, cautions atc' 
fixed up, like thofe in England, offering re- 
wards to informersv and denouncing the 
fevereft penalties againft offenders ; and that 
the tnbA ilHterate may not be ignorant of 
thcfe i^gulationSj piftures of indifferent ex- 
ectitionv defcribing the ftory of a boy tranf- 
grefling and chaftifdd, are exhibited in con- 
ipicaouB fituations. But it is probable that 
the Ven^ritron whith the Dutch have for 
trees in general^ and in particular for theft, 
on account of their peculiar beauty, are the 
beft fafeguards of this delightful wood. 

The merit of planning this avenue, ac- 
cording to our valet de place, whofc authority 
I believe may be relied upon in this cafe, 
fince I find it is fupported by the printed 
account of the Hague, belongs to Cbnftan^ 
tine Huygcns, the brother of the celebrated 

I 2 mathematician 
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mathematician and mechanift of that name; 
and the age of the flatelieft trees is near a 
century and a half. The late ftorm has* 
committed mofl deplorable ravages here. 
The perfon whom I have juft mentioned, 
with that accurate attention which is a cha- 
rafteriftic feature of the Dutch nation^ 
counted fifty-fix noble trees torn up &om 
their roots by the violence of the wind, and 
the defl:rudtion of branches and underwood 
was proportionally great. The poor fellow, 
when he pointed out the beauties of the road, 
lamented the* defolation of the ftorm with 
much feeling, and heaved a figh at every tree 
of more than ordinary magnitude (and they 
were numerous) which had been levelled to 
the earth. 

The ocean, which wafhes the village of 
Scheveling, is concealed from view by fand- 
hills, until you approach it fo near as thirty 
or. forty yards: it then burfts upon your fight 
with inconceivable grandeur; and though 
you are acquainted with its proximity, its 
fudden appearance produces an indefcribablc 
cfFeft. The beach here is extremely fine, 

and 
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and forms a beautiful femi-circle of about: 
fix miles extent. On this beach was tried 
the famous flying chariot of Steyinus*, which 
my uncle Toby has introduced to the ao 
quaintance: of moft readers; and I doubt 
whether the engineer could have found in 
Europe another plain better fuitcd to his pur- 
pofe, Buty fuch is the unaccduntable preju- 
dice of the Dutch, this beach, which were 
it in any part of England would create an 
cxtenfive town in it? neighborhood, and be 
yearly the refort of the gay, the luxurious, 
the debilitated arid infirm, is neglefted and 
avoided by all pcrfons here. We met on the 
road to Scheveling three or four carriages 
with cornpany, and expcfted to find as many 
on the.ifend; but neither feeipg equipages, 
nor any marks of wheels on the beech where 
we wandered, which was as firm and folid 
as a garden walk, I enquired the caufe, and 
learnt that the I?utch have a ftrong antipathy 
to the air of the f^a. They pqualty diflike 

/^I c^uld obtain h^ accQunt pf this famous machine^ 
and foipe perfons doubted yrhether it ever ^xj^ed but ia 
jhe fertile imagination of the engineer. 

13, the 
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the ufe of fait- water for a bath, and conse- 
quently there are no machines for that de- 
lightful and invigorating exercife. Thisi 
avcrfion to the fea air and water is not merely 
a vulgar prejudice, but obtains the fupport 
of their leading phyficians; and on this ac-» 
count, though moft delightful houfes of plea^ 
fure might be built on the coaft, cpmmaiid'^ 
ing an exquifite marine profpedt, not a^ yilla 
or even a hovel is to be feen, 'three or four 
houfes at Scheveling excepted, ^hich ironts, 
the ocean. The ruddy countenances of the 
Dutch fiihermen, and their athletic limbs, 
might fe6m to afford an irrefiftiUe refutation 
of this idle prejudice; but perfons who have 
a violent attachment to old opinions, generally 
Qverlook fafts, and dwell upon theories* 

It is dangerous for veffels to anchor off 
Scheveling, on account of the expofed pofi^- 
tion of the coaft, and the want of farid-bank^ 
to break the force of the fea ; the fifliernieii 
therefore, when they return from : theii? 
labours, drag t h eir v effeb xm roHefs -up the 
beach, beyond the rfeach of fhe tide. =^^lh this 
manner on the fand were up weirds df. thirty, 
. . boats. 
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boats^ from twenty to five^and-tkkty tons 
burthen; hut one half of theni were dif- 
mdiitled^ jand a number of perfbn^ thereby 
deprived a£ ^mplaymfent. Our- appearance 
drew a crowd of clamorous beggars abomt us^ 
chiefly of the fiOiermah tribe, whofe looks 
and.geftures befpbke extrente wfefchodnefs : 
ibme endeavoured to excite our cdmpaiSioa 
by offering for iale a few ftiells which the 
fea had call on the beach, others by loudly 
proclaiming their wants, and all by forro wful 
and dejefted countenances. 

The ruin of the great fiiherics of Holland 
was the inevitaible confcquencc of a war 
with Great Britain; but as> by the cfta- 
blilhcd ufage of nations, in former times, 
||£hermen were permitted^ notwithftanding 
hoftilities, to follow unmolefted their avoca- 
tion, for the regular fupply of the domeftic 
confumption of their country, I was fur- 
priied to find iea^fifh fcarce, and many boats 
unemployed* The reafoh I underftood is, 
diat the Bnglifh government, contrary to its 
pra£bice in former wars, will not permit the 
Butch to iUh »t a greater diilance than five 

i 4 miles 
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miles from their own coaft;/ which is t^ 
reality an ufelcfs indulgence, fortheonly banks 
in the North-fea on which fiflxis to be caught 
in any quantities are .beyond the allowed li- 
mits, and therefore i£ the fiflierpian, to follow: 
his tnade, goes out fo far. to fea, he incurs the* 
rifque of being taken ; a rifque which few 
are difpofed to hazard, from the number and 
vigilance of our cruifer5 which arc. on the 
coaft of Holland. 

In its more aufpicioua day;S, the Hagua 
maintained a troop of French comedians^ 
and the performers of th^ Dutch theatre.. It 
could alfo boaft of an elegant concert, with 
good Italian voices, an^ other amufementSj 
iuitable to the princely and wealthy inhabi* 
tants of a great city. At prefent its public 
entertainments are reduced to the Dutch 
theatre, the adors of which, inftead of being 
ftationary at the Hague, perform only twice 
a week, and on the remaining days exhibit 
their talents tothe citizens of Delft andRotter- 
dam. We therjefore fa,w the fame troop of 
aftors which on a fornier occaEon I intFoduced 
to your accquaintance,and to our mortification 

we 
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iim had alfo feen.the drama whi^rh they rf? 
pr^fenfejj. .The farce, how^er^j jv^a^ pew to 
^fl, ^nd d|%er^ting from excefs of f idipulousi 
Stbfvir^ity* It wa$ the produdioi) of a Dutch 
author, and I fhall Jlightly detail the ftpry tof^ 
you^ not ag.,a.fpj5(?itnen o(, national Yfit^ but 
pf the putrageou? fopleries which a I)utch 
wdience can tolerate. 

. A chimney-fweeper makes hig appearance 
pn the ftage froni a firefpla^e, and perceiving 
^ fine fui't'. pf: qlethjBS^ he ftrips piFt his qwi^ 
iooty garments, and 4re|res hin^felf i^ .a laGe4 
coat, ealabfpidered ;Waiikipat, hag-Wj^^^ &c, 
Wh^n he is thijs equipped, the fervants of 
the hpufe entec, and mift^ke him for the; 
perfon whofe drefs he' wears. Imiagining 
him to be my lord, they bring hin^ a variety 
of refreihments, which, tp the great delight 
of the audience, he fwallojw's >yith voracious 
gJttttpny, iftakiqg bfetween every mouthful a 
Jiideous.gfimacej and Ipwdly exprefling his 
fatisf^^S^ipa at the dainties pn which. he feeds. 
j^GK the fef vants retire, the mailer of the 
houf^ vifits his gueft; and alfo miftaking him for 
l.npbl^iiRan/ pffers him his daughter in niarri- 

agq 
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age with a large fortune. A bargain is 
concluded^ the daughter appears, and the fa^ 
ther gives her h«nd to the metamorphofed 
fwceper. At this critical moment the real 
lord enters, the cheat is accordingly dif* 
coveced, and the knave in his finery makes 
his cfcape up the chimney. 

The theatre' is fmaller than that at Rotter-^ 
dam> and the decorations inferior. It was 
impofllble to fee the fcene,^ which was 
flropt between the &ds, wit;hout finfling^ It 
reprefented cupids hovering over the alt^r of 
Love. The cupids were chubby Dutch child^ 
ren, formed in nature's homelieft mould ; the 
graces were roundrfeced dftniiels, Ayith>riaxen 
hair» and the goddefs of love an antidote to 
that paflion. 

The centre-box, which formerly was ap» I 
propriated to the ufc of the fladtholder^ now 
belongs to the Batavian diredtory/one of the 
members of which body, with his family, was 
at the theatre. Nothing in the appearance 
or reception of this perfon indicated his rank. 
He was drefled in a plain fuit of black 
clothes, and appeared to be about fifty years 

\ of 
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P^^^g^* 'The dlredofial 1>ox has no orna- 
ments to diftinguifh it froni others, and I 
Ihouid oot h^ve known to whom it belonged, 
had I not feen pn entering the theatre, a 
piece pf paper pafted on a box-rdoor, on 
which wafs Writeft in an almoft illegible hahd, 
^'f Le logh 4e dlreEloire Batave'- — The box of 
the BataV'jan directory. The theatre was 
mijferably* attended. I am confident I ipeak 
withm bounds, when I fay, the whole au- 
di^rice did not amount to one, hundred pef*- 
fijns. So trMitig a c611e6tion of fpedators 
ar tfee theatre of a town whofe population 
cfeiptainly exceeds thirty thoufand^^ inhabi- 
tants^^ either ihews that the tafte of the 
people for dramatic exhibitions is feeble, or 
their pover<^ extreme. With fuch receipts, 
the managers cannot afford to light many 
candles in their houfe; Snd, that none may be 
uttnecftflkrily -confumed, whenever the mu- 
ficfeins quk the orcheftra,- the lights- which 
enable them to read their fcores are carefully 
extinguilhed until they return. The price 
of admiffioh to the boxes is rather more than 
hi^f-a-crown Englifli money, k'nd to the 
^ - other 
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Other parts of the theatre in an equitable 
proportion. The gallery part .of the audi- 
ence, I was infqrmefj, was chiefly dompofed of 
prench foldiers, whofe partiality to fc<enic re* 
^ prefentations was fo ftrong, as to bring them 
to fi theatre where a language w?is fpokeii of 
which they Iparcely ui^derftood a fingle word* 
The Hague has certainly fufts^ined a great 
4iniinutipn of wealth and fplendpur, froxu: 
the flight pf its^princes^ the difpierfion q£ it» 
nobler, and the general diftrefs i|i which all 
clalTes pf fociety have beqn involy?d, BefoFQ 
the revolution, there were to be feen, in 
almoft every ftreet, elegant carriages wilh 
valuable^ horfes^^ footme^ with rich livfriqs, 
and all the fun^ptuous trappings pf poliihed 
opulence |ind refined luxury. But now few 
carriages are to be feen expept hacI^Lneyr 
coaches, which are of the meanell defcrip- 
tion j and fervants are prohibited by law from 
wearing any ornaments on their dr^fs which 
fhall mark their fituation ip \\fQ. The 
foreign niinifters at the Hague fprpierly vie4 
with each other in magnificence and expence; 
but fince the republic has ceafpd to be ai{ 

efficient 
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efficient ftate among the potentates of 
Europe, the grandeur, as well as the ,number# 
of the corps diplomatique has been greatly 
diminifhed. M» Semonville> the French 
minifter, lives in a princely ftyle; but hi? 
cftablifliment, and. that of the Spanifli em- 
bafla^ori are the only ones deferving of " 
notice. 

; Before the revolution which precipitated 
the French diredtors from their feats, and 
placed Bonaparte at the head of the republid, 
the Batdvian cjireftory fometirae amufed the 
public with ftate pageants in imitation of 
their Gallic brethren. Since that event, fuch 
difplays of vanity have been rarely indulged 
in. Some weeks ago there were ilUumina- 
tions and other ;public rejoicings at the 
Hague, in commemoration of the anniverfary 
of the convention laft year between General 
Brune and the Duke of York : the dire6lors 
appeared with little oftentatious ftate, -and 
were received with few teftimonies of popu-- 
lar favour. It is expedled, that the change, 
which has taken place in France will ulti* 
xnately produce aa alteration in the Batavian 

government; 
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government; therefore thc'dire£fors Wifelj^ 
withdraw themfelveSj ag much as' their fuM:- 
tions will permit, from publk dbfcrV^ion# 
and the envy concomitant on exalted rank* 

It is the opinion here, bdth of his friends 
and enemies, that the ftadtholder will never 
be reftored to the government of the Uriiterf 
Provinces ; but the former confidently ex* 
ped: that fame indetiinificatioli will be given 
him for the lofs of his hereditary offices^ and 
the confifcation of his eftates. The pen- 
lioners of the houfe of Orange, Whofe yearly 
allowance was earned by the merit o^f actual 
fervices, now receive with regularity their 
ialaries from the landed or other pofleffions 
of the prince. This humane and benevolent 
grant of fupport, which refcued a numbet* 
of deferving individuals from the fevere gripe 
of poverty, did not take place till two of 
three years after the fettlement of the neW 
government ; but to render this a6l of mag* 
nanimous juftice complete, each penfionef 
was paid with intereft the arrears of his 
falary, and he was not, like other pcrfons who 
tailed the bounty of the republic, obliged to 

take 
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take. an oath of hatreti to tlie ftadtholdieri. 
Delicacy, and a fine fcnfe of religioo anil 
honoiir, wodld doubtlefs have preveiite4 
man}c perfons front deriving-ad vantage' front 
tbi& national liberaliCf> had conditions been 
required of them which they could not in 
conicipnce fubmit ; to the compaffion of the 
govwinnent which provided for their wants, 
with ^ tender regard at the fanife time for 
their fcruples, cannot therefore be fufficiently 
admired and praifed* 

Whatever change takes place in tte go-^ 
vemment of Holland, it muft firft receivo 
the apfu-obadon of the rulers of France 5 but 
it is not probable that any alteration will be 
^attempted, which ihall- affimilate the exe^ 
cutive adminiftration of the Batavian to that 
of the French republic. The confular go-r 
vernment, as it at prcfent exifts in France* 
is entirely repugnant to the oautious and 
reserved genius of the Dutch nation, aitd 
would be highly ofFcnfive to the patriotic 
party. On the diffolution of the prefent 
conftitution of the Batavian republic, which 
can fcarcely fail to happen in the courfe of 

a few 
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a. few /jfears, from its defefi» and infuffi-< 
^ieacyj a governihcat rcfcmbling tbcftatcs-*, 
l^eoerali but of a more repubiiban chju-after^ 
will probably be cffeblMhcd tinder the au- 
fpicds of France; Until the rcftoration of 
peace^ however^, it is not likely that any 
alteration^ of magnitude will be attempted. 
. Had thd fon of the ftadtholder furvivedi 
who died about two years ago a general in 
the imperial fervice, a powerful party would 
probably have been formed in Holland in his 
£ivour^ which would have endeavoured^ had 
circumftanees arifen to promote their deiign^ 
to recal him to his country^ and invcft him 
with the dignities which his anceftors enjoyed 
in the republic. He was a young man of 
fingular courage, and engaging inanners ; his 
perfon and talents were thought to refemble 
thafe of his great uncle the illuftrioiis Fre- 
deric of Pruflia * ; and the Dutch beheld 
« ■ • ■ ■ ■ — t 

* I ufe the word illuftrious> not in its common fenfe, 
to fignify eminent for excellence, but to denote a maa 
better known than any king of the fame name. I think 
by no means favourably of Frederic either as a man or a 
monarch, and the reputation which he enjoys is difgrace-4 
ful to the difcernment of the age. 

with 
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with partial affedion in this prince qualities 
which reminded him of the heroic adtions of 
Maurice and Frederic-Henry of Naffau. At 
thi time when the party moft hoftile to the 
houfe of Orange viewed the other branches 
of his family with hatred or contempt, this 
prince was the objeft* of their jealoufy ahd 
cfteem': they faw with pleafiire that the 
meafures of the ftadtholder were calculated 
to increafe the popukr odium which he had 
alrfeady incurred; iarid the virtues and fplen- 
did abiliticjs of his fan excited theif fears^ left 
they Ihould revive in the people their ancient 
attachment to the houle of Orange. It is 
fome prbof of the regard with which his 
memory is cheriflied, that his picture is ex* 
hibited with impunity at moft of the print- 
fhpps of the Hague and Rotterdam, while a 
very fevere puniftiment would be infli<fted on 
the print-feller who ihould be bold enough 
to fell portraits of the ftadtholder or his fur- 
viving family ; and the moft violent repub- 
licans with whom I have donverfed con- 
curred in bearing teftitnony (o his character* 
I faw an elegant engraving of him at the 

K houfc 
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houfe of a gentleman whofe prejudice would 
not permit a marigold to blow in his 
garden. 

Had this young man, the hopes of the 
houfe of Orange, lived, he might have per- 
haps in time obtained the iladtholderate, or 
fome honourable eftablifliment in the coun- 
try, where his perfon was beloved, and his 
abilities admired. But the furvivors of his 
family poffefs none of the qualities requiiite 
to create in their favour a party fufficiently 
powerful to overthrow the prefent fyftem, 
and procure their recal. They may indeed 
recover the territorial eflates and rights which 
jbelong to the houfe of Orange, but they can 
never hope, with any rational profped: of 
fuccefs, to regain that plenitude, of povirer 
and extenfive authority which formerly ap- 
pertained to their family. 

The zealous partifans of the ftadtholder^ 
whofe inclinations lead thtm to extol with 
rapture every fhadow which promifes to fa- 
vour their caufe, flatter themfelves with the 
hope, that whenever a general peace is made, 
the King of Pruflia, who according to their 

notions 
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nolioiis holds in his hands the balance of Eu- 
rope, and can reftore or dethrone, will at- 
tend to the interefts of his kinfman, and 
oblige the French and Batavian republics 
to reinftate him in his offices. This opinion^ 
is fo wild and bafelefs, that I fhould mifem- 
ploy- my time were I elaborately to com- 
bat ft. 

Since the year 1787, when the arms of 
Pruffia overrati Holland, and crufhed the 
party which oppofed the ftadtholder, the 
fcharafter and views of the court of Berlin 
have been regarded with much attention and 
anxiety by the Dutch. THe patriots, and all 
thie Hollanders in whofe bofoms glowqd 
one fpark of remembrance of the ancient 
feats of their countrymen, beheld with in-^ 
digiiation a power which had arifen in Eu- 
rope within the century, giving laws to, and 
impofing a mafter on the republic. Since that 
period, as their interefts or partialities Jiavc 
inclined them, Pruffia has been viewed by 
the Dutch with jealoufy^ fear, or hope. The 
charadler of the prefent King of Pruffia ex- 
cites no alarms in the patriots^ and confe- 
K 2 qucntly 
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qpmtly. £arniihe$ little hope, that hi5 vsnU, 
eipoufb. their eatufe, to the ftadtholderiaii 
pjrty. He is faid toinherit the talents which 
have, diftin^uiihed the houfe of Bi:andenburg 
for a century and a hal^ without much of 
that dangerous paffion for military g^or}? 
which iigualifed the reigns of fome of his 
predeceflbrs. His minifters differ in their 
prin?fiplea, and views, from thofe whom his 
father emplpyed, and he himfelf is indefati^ 
gable iuf l^a attention to the cares of govem**^ 
mejxt. His chief ambition is to continue to 
his. fubje^f the hleflings of peace, and to, 
prpmote in his dominiojis agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufaftures. He poffefles th? 
hereditary c^flike of his family to the houfe. 
of Auftria, and is thought to entertain fenti- 
ments uafavourable to Gr^at Britain, on ao- 
coont of her intimate connexion with that 
power. When the Eagliih a;}4 RulSan 
troops invaded Holland, large offers, amount* 
i^g tQ a difmcm,berment of the United Pro* 
vjnces in his favour, as a reward for his fer- 
vices,, were made hun, if he would affift to 
expel the French from the ^erri&Mies of the, 

republic. 
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Republic. Mad he joineti 'to the Ariglo- 
•Riiffiari ForcieS ah army equal to that which 
Shis Ether fent into Hdll4nd in 1787, or made 
ia diveiiion in favour of the iftvaders, the 
French muft liave heen driven ou^ of the 
repiiblit, and thfe Batavians Aibdued. But he 
thaiilfained the moft cautious heutfality, and 
tihereby loft the beft opportunity probably 
which will ever ottur, of reiriftating hi§ 
relatives * in their pofleffions. — In private 
Kfe he is regular and econonaical, having 
neither miftreffes nor favourites to difGpater 
Hs treafures; and though his I'eigh has yet 
been uhdiftinguiihed by any fpiendid ^<Sionsi 
ho monarch that ever fat on thfe throne of 
Pruffia'was more refptifted and beloved by 
}ih iubjedts than Frederic- William III. Froiri 
this prince it is apparent thait the friends 
of the ftadiholder have not much to expcdt. 
The prefent government of Holland is fully 
recognifed by the court of Berlin, attd a 



* Ttc Princefs of Orange is his auntj ana the hcredi^ 
fary prtnCc hit Vrdthcr-in-law. 
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Pruffian mlniftcr refides at the Hague. The 
little trade which remains to the republic is 
chiefly carried on under the protedion of 
the Pruffian flag^ and commercial confuls of 
that nation are eftablifhed at every confider- 
able port. — As I fhall have occafion to. fpeak 
at large hereafter on the prefent ftate of the 
commerce of Holland, I (ball now, return 
to what is ftriftly conneded with the 
Hague* 

During that bright period of French li* 
terature, when the writings of Voltaire, 
P'Alembert, Helvetius, Roufleau, &c. were 
eagerly fought after by the learned and cu- 
rious of Europe, the bookfellcrs at the 
JHague and Amfterdam with great fpirit 
multiplied the editions of thefe authors, '^nd 
carried on a lucrative ^rade with their works, 
in all parts where they have been permittc4 
to vend them. Of late, however, not a fingle 
book above the iize of a pamphlet has ap-- 
peared from the Hague prefs, and the book- 
fellers venture on few of the coftly publica- 
tions ^yhich have lately been printed a^' Parig.^ 

1 ' ^ "^ the 
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The decay of this trade, the only one of 
confequence which was ever carried on at the 
Hague, arifes more frpm the caufes which 
have involved in ruin the commerce of the 
United Provinces, than from the circum- 
ibance diat France has not of late years 
produced literary works of much reputation. 
At the principal (hop in the Hague,, that of 
Du Four, who is alfo a Ijpokfeller at Am- 
ilerdam, I faw a catalogue of recent French , 
publications, and fome of them I was de- 
iirous to purchafe, but they could not fur- 
nifli me with a fingle book which I wanted : 
thofe with which chiefly they were fupplied, 
were the* voyages of French navigators, and 
fome novels tranflated from the Englifli, 
amongft which I recognifed, with fincere 
pleafure, in a new garb, the produftions of 
fome valuable and efteemed friends. 

The extinftion of the literary tra^c of 
the Hague is fcarcely felt, and little lamented 
by any perfons except thofe immediately 
concerned in it. But the want of the court, 
and of the opulent ftrangers which it attrafted 

K 4 tp 
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to this place, is fevercly felt by nambers. 
Before the revolution, the Hagup not only 
contained its own princes of the houfe of 
Orange, but fcveral petty princes c^ the 
German enmpire, who fpent here the revenues 
which accrued to them from their territories, 
Thefe perfonagcs are all fled, and the fame 
frugality and fimplicity of manner's begfin to 
prevail at the Hague, which diftinguifli 
other parts of Holland, to the utter ruin of 
all thofe whofe livelihood depended on the 
fuperfluous wants of the great. / As the feat 
of the executive government, apd of the re- 
prefentatiye bodies, the Hague enjoys advan- 
tages .which other towns of the republic do 
not poflefs ; but thefc advantages, ftre vallly 
inferior to the benefits which it derived from 
the ftadtholder and his court, and moft per- 
fon6, even republicans, forrowfuUy complain 
of its ftriking and rapid decay. Refpeftable 
families, which before the arrival of the 
French lived in elegant houfes cheerfully 
fituated, now retire 19 lodgings, or inhabit 
narrow, uncomfortable ftreets where haoufe- 

rent 
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rent is cheap, arid the abodes which they 
have quitted are generdly without tenants. 
' We viiited, in an obfcure ftreet, a widow 

•r 

lady of an advanced age, whoffe fortune the 
revolution had dreadfully impaired. She re- 
naembercd the Hague in its happiefl days, 
jand dilated on the magnificence and fplen- 
dour fhe had formerly witneffed and enjoyed. 
Her hufband had been tutor to the Prince of 
Orange, of whom fhe fpoke ia terms of 
almoft idolatrousr admiration ; and therefore 
her partialities probably led her to exaggerate 
the former affluent and gay, the prefent de- 
cayed- and impoverished, ftate of the Hague^ 
But it is a general complaint that this beauti- 
ful place has fuffered much by the revolu- 
tion, and few believe that it will ever recover 
its priftine grandeur. 

The French troops which are quartered 
in the Hague amount to about twelve hut^- 
dred men ; and are under the command of 
General Viftor, who diftinguifhed himfelf 
, greatly at the battle of Marengo. General 
ViSor is commander in chief of the Prench 
forces in the ferviccqf the Batavian republic, 

and 



and is out ofcomparifon more refycAed, 
than his prcdeceflbr, notwithftanding thcr 
important ferviccs which General Brune reri- 
dered to the republic. The French troops,* 
which do not exceed at prefent eight thoufan J* 
men, receive their pay from, and arc wholly 
maintained by, the Batavian governroent. 
The pay of a French^ foldicr is difficult to 
afcertain, becaufe it varies according to cir- 
cumftances, the 'nature of the fervice oa 
which he is employed, the quarters he in- 
habits, and the provifions with which he isr 
fupplied i but the average of his daily pay is 
from fi^ pence to ten pence. The delicacy, 
of the fubjeft prevented me from enquiring, 
of the perfons beft able to give me informa- 
tion, what pay is allowed to the ^fuperior 
officers; but I learnt with confidvable fur- 
prife from an officer of high rank, that the 
third military ftation in the republic produces 
only a revenue of fix hundred florins a month 
to the perfon who holds it*, aiUjl yet is ac- 
counted a. very defirable command-j-. Eco- 
«<■ " ■■ I . i» II ...-■.,■■, ■ II .1 ,1 ..,> 

* About fifty pounds Englifli money. 

f Un tr€s beau commandcment. 

nomy 



THE BATAVIAN KfiPlTBtlC. 139 

iiomy was always a prevailing feature of the 
Dutch government, and the recent calamities 
which have fallen fo heavy on the ftate, have 
probably caufed a more than ordinarily vigi- 
lant attention to be paid to the diiburfements 
of the public purfe. 
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LETTER VIIL 



Departure 'from the Hagtie.'-^Defcription of a 
treckfchujftj'-^CuJiom offmoking in Holland^ 
r^Exchange^ between London and Rotterdam^^ 
rr^Depreciation of the notes of the Bank of 
England.— Forgeries.^^Delft.— Decay of it^ 
potteries.'-^Treatment of the Jick and wounded 
of the Britijh army in 1795 by the burgers of 
- Delft. — Bretveries. — Politenefs of. a French 
foldien — Ley den. — Dutch houfes.-^treets of 
Leyden.'-^tadthoufe — PiBures. -^Vigorous de- 
fence of the inhabitants of Leyden againfi the 
Spaniards in ISTS.'^^Noble fentiments of a 
hurgornafier.rTUniverj^ty (f Leyden^^rrNumber 
offiudents. 

U Leyden, November^ i8oc^ 

NDER the impreffion that we fliould 
never vilit it again, and delighted with its 
beauties, we quitted the Hague with feelings 
of regret; None of the expedations raife4 
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in our miads by the rteport of the magaifi* 
ccnce of that chariftiag village had beea difi- 
appointcd, and we had derival unlooked-for 
pleafure. s^nd a4vaiil$g{^^ from agreeable fo^ 
ciety ^nd curious ioformation. 

The dif^fters of Qur former voyage: did jaot 
intimidate ^ us from: again .e^ibarking iu a 
trcckfchiiyt ; and I fhall now defcribe taymjt 
9, mode of tri^^IUng which has three exceUent 
qualities to recommen4 it—- cheapi^ls, re* 
gularity, apd fecurity. I fay fccurity^ for 
luph ftorms .?t» that to the violence of which 
w^/^^ere ^xpoi^d, do not pei-haps cKJCurabovc 
QOjce,, in a century, and unlefe it blowr a 
hurricane tbeie is no danger to be a{^rcr« 
heinded in thefe bokts^^ A treckfohiiyt is a 
covered barge^ divicfed into two apartments j 
thp^ aftfi^ one, e^lkd the roof^ which is fuperior 
in point of 9»ccommodations^ contains from 
eight to a deizen perfons, aad the other from 
, forty to fifty, according to the fize of the 
boat* This veflfel is drawn by a fingle horfe, 
aad moves fo ' preeifcly at the rate of four 
miles an h,Qur> that people in Hdland uni- 
verlally cowpute the diftance from place to 

place 
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{>Iace fay the time which the paflage occupies, 
npt by miles as in England. The price for 
a feat in the roof, or cabin ^ is about three 
pence an hour • and, if it is not crowded 
with paflengers, fcarcelyanynxode of travel- 
ling can be more agreeable, unlefe expedition 
k required. In this aparthient there are 
generally four windows, a table in the mid- 
dle, with feats on each fide of it covered with 
handfome cuihiehs ; and, according to the' 
fancy of the (kipper, or mailer, of the bo^t, 
this little cabin is otherwife ornamented with 
pwftiires.xir. lookihg-glaffes. The motion of 
St treckfchuyt is fo fteady, that a perfon.may 
read :or .write at his eafe; or from the win- 
dows: he can enjoy a pleafant profpeft of the 
country, of numerous villages and feats which 
Ikirt the canals, or of vcffek^ for the purpofcs 
of pleafure or bufinefs, which are conftantly 
paffing and repaffing. Treckfchuyts are the 
ftage-coaches of Holland : they depart every 
hour, in various diredions, from moffc of the 
confiderable towns of the republic; arid ar- 
riving at the appointed time at the place of 
their deftination, paffengers who wiih to pro- 
ceed 
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ce?d further find boats ready to fet out im- 
mediately. By means of theie ufeful veffels, 
an cafy intercourfe exifts between the moft 
diftant parts of the republic, and the cheap- 
iiefs of the conveyance allows its benefits to 
be felt by the pooreft people. To a Dutch- 
maioi, a trecKfchuyt is the moft agr^pable con- 
vey abee imaginable. He fmokes in it or 
deeps in it, as his inclination leads him ; and 
is neither ihook by the agitation of the veffel, 
nor difturbed by the velocity of its motion* 
He knows to the eighth part of a penny the 
fiiiii which his journey will coft him, and he 
can calculate with equal accuracy the mo- 
ment when he fhall arrive at the end of it. 
If his journey is long, he either carries with 
him a little ftore of provifions, or purchaies 
a frugal dinner at the place where the boat 
ufually ftops for d, few minutes at the hour 
of that meal. He does not then gp on fliore 
to eat his dinner, but a fteak is expeditioufly 
brought to him, with fuch other refrefhments 
as the houfe affords, or he choofes to have^ 
and when that matter is arranged, which 
»eter occupies more than five miautes, the 

treckfchuyt 
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twckfchgyt immediately proceeds. Some of 
thefe aclvantages may be enjoyed in common 
by an Exigliflimajn, but he is. occafionally cx- 
pofed to diiagreeable circumftances in thefe 
vcffek, .which detract much from their ad- 
vantages. 

We left the Hague at three in the after* 
nooa for Delft, having j)revioufly. Which is^ 
a neccffary precaution, taken places in the 
roof of the treckfchuyt* Two ladies and a 
gentleman were our fellow paffengers to that 
place,. where we quitted the boat to walk 
through the- town to a canal from whence a 
treckfcKuyt yras ready to fet^ofFfor Rotter* 
idam. ^ 

TJiQ cabin of this boat, to our extreme 
mortification, was fo crowded, that we could 
not obtain feats in it, and therefore we were 
obliged to take our places with the common 
paffengers. It was now dark, and one mi-* 
ferablc; candle only illuminated a long apart- 
ment, which contained five-and-twenty or 
thirty people. On our departure, all the 
windows of this place were' fhut^ to exclude 
the ^lYp except that, near which we fat, which 

was 
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Was permitted to remain open, though not 
without violent oppofition, out of courtcfy 
to us ftrangers, who particularly requeftcd it 
ihould. The heat arifing from the chaufle* 
pics, or foot-ftoves,of the women, the tobaccii- 
pipes of the men, and the air vitiated by the 
re^iration of fo many human beings, was 
intolerable. 

The cuftom of fmoking is fb prevalent in 
Holland, that a genuine Dutch boor, inftead 
of defcribing the diftances of places by miles 
or hours, fays they are fo many pipes alunder. 
Thus a man may reach Delft from Rotter- 
dam in four pipes; but if he goes on to the 
Hague, the journey will coft him feven. 
Of our fellow-paffengers, fifteen at leaft were 
refolute fmokers. Shali I defcribe^he cfFe<fls 
produced on us by the fuliginous vapours of 
fo many pipes, or by the faliva they caufed, 
which almoft covered the floor of the cabin ? 
No ! No! It is fufficient to (ay we arrived 
at Rotterdam, with aching heads, and dlif- 
eafed ftomachs. A treckfchuyt is neverthe- 
Icfs an excellent conveyance. 

The bufinefs which called us to Rotterdam 
I. was 
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was to procure cafli for bills on London* 
I was readily accommodated by two gentle- 
men, to whofe politenefs and attention I am 
otherwife much indebted. The exchange 
between Rotterdam and London on bills 
payable three days after fight, is at the dif- 
ference of the enormous fum of twelve per 
cent in favour of the former city. This 
difference is not fo much caufed by the ba- 
lance of trade, which is to the advantage of 
Rotterdam, as by the ideas which prevail on 
the continent of the financial embarraffments 
of the Britifli nation, and the depreciation 
whrch the notes of the Bank of England have 
undergone, fince that body has ceafed to iflue 
eafti for their paper. Could I have given 
bills on Hamburgh, I could have had cafh 
for them almoft at par.; or could I have en- 
gaged that my drafts fhould be paid in Lon- 
don with fpecie, the difference in the ex-* 
change would have been confiderably lefs. 
It is the opinion of ver-y intelligent merchants 
at Rotterdam, that whenever peace is re* 
ftored to Europe, ihould the bank of Eng- 
land nor refume paying its notes in cafb, the 

exchange 
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txthangfe with London will be ftill more 
unfavourable to that city, for then in every 
commercial fertfe the bank muft be ac- 
counted infolvent, and its paper of no more 
value than French affignats. One caufc 
which tends to. depreciate the notes of the 
bank of England on. the continent is, the 
great quantities of forged ones which are 
circulated in the north of Germany, the 
Netherlands, Brabant, and Holland, and the 
'immenfe lofles which the merchants have 
thereby fuftained. Thefe notes are princi- 
pally of the denomination of five or ten 
pounds, and ^IkilfuUy ' executed. The en- 
graving of the forged notes is iaid to be 
tfeatcr than that of the real ones, and the ink 
of a brighter black* But on the whole the 
imperfeftions of the genuine notes are well 
imitated. I could gain no information where 
thefe forgeries are fuppofed to be fabricated, 
and I will not hazard any conjedures of my 
own. The jews are charged with ufhering 
them into circulation, but this accufation, 
like many other caltiniriies which have been 
< ' ' " L 2 invented 



inventdd againft this defpifcd rracci 15 (prdba# 
bly devoid of .found^rtiofi. 

We travelled from Rotterdam to this 
city by the canals, witbo\jt any of the ^tf-? 
agreeable circumftances whb^ attended our 
former excurfions by watw* The wciatiicr 
was pleafant ; we had feats in the K)of of tlie 
treckfchuyt, and the company were polite 
and agreeable. As we had hitherto had but 
an imperfeA view of Delft, we ftaid fome 
time in that city to furvcy its buildings and 
curiofities. 

Pelft is a neat, well built town, abound- 
ing, like alLplaccs in Holland, with canals^ 
bridges, aod trees*. In the new church is 
ihewn a monument of indiffercnt.cxecation,. 
which was ei:e(aed by the flates^-genecal in 
honour of William L Prince of Orange, who^ 
was ai&ffinated here by an emii&ry of 



^ Delft is the birth-place of Hugo Grotius, md its In- 
habitants are reprdached that they have not ereded a 
ft^tue in honour <$f dieip felIow<it|i5^,^i^ thecbvighfiis cf 
Rotterdam have done to the memory jpfJEir^us. 



Philip 
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Wifip IE iff 15^4: an^ there are a^fo mo* 
numwits to th6' memory of Prince Maurice 
and" Frederic-Henry. Delft was formerly 
famous for it* maHufadfufes of earthen- ware, 
which rivaled the porcelain of China, and 
"W^s generally fought after and ef!eemed 
iferotighotit Europe, for its- elegance and 
"beauty. At prefent fcarcely five hundred 
ipef foils are employed in the potteries of this 
place^ which in their moft flourishing days 
gave lubfiftence to upwards of ten thoufand 
labourers. ThC fartse jealoufy, however, 
t6wirds Grangers is i^iU obferved here ; and 
unleis a traveller is well recommended, h6 
qaqnot obtkin a fight of their manufaftures. 
The d^cay of this branch of commerce doubt- 
lefs sirifes in part from the lame caufes wbic!i 
have enfeebled the republic, as the diffen- 
iions of domcftic parties, the expenfive wars 
In which the ilate has been involved, and 
.the dreadful termination of its hoAilities with 
France ; but the more prominent cauies af 
this aftonifhing decay are, the immenfe 
quantities of porcelain which for a century 
and a half have been imported into Europe 

L 3 fromL 
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from, China, and the rival, mamifa^wi 
which in that time have been eftablilhed in 
Germany and England. The .earthen- ware 
of Staifordihire was fome years ago fo much 
approved of in Holland, that the ftates-gencr 
ral, in prder fo protect the manufadurei^ Of 
Delft from abfolute ruin, were obliged to lay 
duties on its importation injo the republic^ 
which were fo fevere.as to aniount almoft to 
an entire prohibition. 

It is perhaps becaufe they have rivalled 
and furpaffed them in the;r ftaple manufac- 
ture, that the citizens of Delft bear a. rQoted 
animofity to the natives qf Great Britjiig* Ii^ 
an inclement feafon of the year, the brave 
lick and wounded of the Britifh army, which 
defended Holland, were refufed admiiSoo 
into this town, where they thought to find 
fuccour an4 relief *; their woimds and dif- 



* Before the revolution, every ^onfiderable town in 
the republic was poffefled to a certain degree of an inde- 
pendent jurifdxfiion, by means of which it cpuld refufe 
the admiffion of foreign troops into it, ynlefs the orden 
of the ftatcs-general were peremptory to the contrary 
cffeft. The diflike of the city of Delft to the Englifh waw 
ili^htly alluded to in letter the fixth. 

cafe$ 
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eifcs procured them no pity, though their 
Wood had been fhed, and'their health wafted 
(hut ineiFedtually), for the prefervation of 
the republic. The gates of the place were 
fhut agatnft them, and the armed burghers 
of the town harihly repulfed the miferable 
wretches, who folicited flielter, warmth, and 
food. Thefe unhappy beings were cxpofed, 
with their fores and difeafes, to the aggra- 
vated evils of hunger and cold, experiencing 
at the hand of their allies si treatment more 
fevere, than would have been their lot had 
they fallen into the power of the enemy. 

Delft is famous iii Holland for its beer 
breweries, as well as for its manufaftures of 
porcelain ; and I niuft acknowledge that Lon- 
don porter is imitated with tolerable fucccfs. 
Jf, however, it is drank out of the cafk it is 
^ very inferior, hut after it has been in bottles 
{otne time its tafte is nearly as agfeeable as 
London bottled porter, from which it is diffi- 
<:ult to diftinguifh it, 

I ihould not mention tha?t we were de* 
twined about half an hour, in a mean cabaret, 
OSL the canal which leads to Leyden, waiting 

I* 4 for 
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for the departure of the treckfiirhajrt^'but to 
relate an incident which happened to us^ 
The turf-fire of the room in which we ftt 
I tvas fo furrounded by Dutch foldiers, finok"* 
ing and drinking gin^ that neither of iQ 
received any Kcat fi^om it ; and though th« 
evening was cold, they kept their plghpe^ 
with frigid unconcern. We had not becQ 
feated long before a French foldier came iato 
the apartment, and feeling for our unccnn- 
fortable fituation, he immediately in^ft^ 
that the Dutch ihoold make room for us iiear 
the fire. This the boors relud:antly com- 
plied with, and our obliging Ffenchppan 
feated himfelf befide us : drinking a glai$ of 
Bourdeaux wine, which perhaps he ordered 
for the occafioli, he faid, with a politenefs 
and gallantry which certainly beIong«(i to 
the old fchool, moving at the fame time his 
hat with a very viftocratical grace, *V Ma- 
dame et monfieur, tout ce qui vous puis feire 
plaifir * ;* and when the boat was r^ady tQ 



* Sir, madam, I wife you everything that can gxTC 
you plcafurc. 

fet 
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ifet off^ he efcorted us to le, ami cordially 
i^iChed 4s^ a good vpyage, ' 

Lcydeft fe the fecortd city in nwgnitttde of 
the tjmted Provinces, and inferior to non^ 
in the fp^cioufnefs and ekgdrnce of its huild-^ 
iftg», the utihty of its puhlie inflStutions, and 
^e agreeable manners of its inhabitants. It 
is ^tttated on the andcnt bed of the Rhine, 
the dkmniftied waters of which river fill 
im inconfiderable can^ that bears its name, 
imd at a very ihort diftance from the city^ 
fningliiig with larger ftreams, it is no longer 
ItftoWn by its claffical appellation; ' The 
houfes of' Leyden are built with their gable 
ends to the ftreets, in the old Dutch tafte ; 
which is infinitely more pleafant to the fight 
in a town where every thing elfe is Dutch, 
thm clumfy att«npts at- Grecian or Ita- 
lian arehitefture. A Dutch houfe in the 
" old ftyle of building is generally fix fto- 
ries high, the three firft of which are of 
an equal breadth, but of unequal heights'^ 
from the third fl:ory the roof lifes to a point, 
and the rooms of this part of the houfe ne- 
telTarily diminifh in fize as they approach to 

the 
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the apex • of ; th^ buil4ing« Thp front wa)| 
of the upper apartments prdjeds fo from the 
rpof as nearly to hide it, unlefs viewed ia 
proi^le ; and the exterior of each room dimi- 
pi(bes till that of the, attic ftofy i4 two-thirds 
lefs than the bafement. To the: aperture of 
the upper room, whjqh is clofed with a 
wood fhutter, is commonly .fixed a fmall 
crane, for the purpofe of hoifting up woo4 
and turf; and thefe cranes fonietimes have 
|;rotefque heads carved upon th^m* The 
windows and doors of mofl houfes are paintbd 
green, and the brick- work often wl)i(e or 
black, wh^e there are projections or diverfity 
of mafonry. 

The principal ftreets of Ley den are broad, 
long, and well pavqd, riling in the middle^ 
fo that no water can remain upon them, and 
the fame rigid cleanlinefs prevails here as 
in other parts of Holland, The ftreet in 
which the ftadthoufe is placed, is accounted 
by the inhabitants of this city one of the 
fineft in Europe. It extends, with an incon- 
fiderable curve, from one extremity of Ley- 
den to the other, and is about two miles in 

length. 
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length. AH the houfes in: it ^^e elegant and 
neat; and^befide the ftadtboufe, which is. a 
magnificent building, it is ornamented with 
an hofpitdl of fine appearanc? and great ex- 
tent, and other public ere(Jlions, 

In the halls^ of the ftadthoufc are p/efenred 
fome good piftures, which are^ well deferving 
the notice of a travelleri ^ The principal jQ»fc 
reprefenting the Laft Judgment, is a. pi(ffeurc 
of great antiquity, painted on wood by Lucas 
Van Leyden. It is divided into th^ee com- 
pAttm6nt$, which fpld ,by means of.h^es 
together, and fo proted: the piece from th^ 
injuries of* the air. ^Thc contraft between the 
Rngels and devils, the joy qf the bleifed, an4 
the defpair of the damned, is ikilfully ma- 
naged. But the pi£ture • to which your at- 
tention is peculiarly called by the perfon 
who conduds you over the ftadthoure, de^ 
fcribes a ftory of great intereft in the annals 
^f this city. It reprefents the famifhed inha^- 
bitants of Leyden, after they had by their 
valour and conftancy obliged the Spaniards to 
raife the fiege of their town, eagerly devour- 
ing the relief which was brought them by 
thpir cpuntrymcn. 

The 
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The memory of this ficge is^ iliUpreifefvdl 
hy the 6it?zen$ of Lcyden, with^ anftusil re-^ 
joicings and i^ftivlties; and on^e in feten 
ycart a kind of jubilee is held in honour of 
that great event* In confequence of the 
gaUant defence made by its inhabitants, and 
the dreadful miferies which they fufbr^ 
the ftates- general, to reward theff bravery 
arid patience, founded in Leyden the nobl< 
nniverfity which has fince riefle<5ted fo ntttch 
honour on that city, and be<Sn ^tended 
with important benefits to philofoj^hy a^ 
Icience/ > 

Ift 1573, the Spaniards, filalhed with tht 
coto^ueft of Haarlem, laid fiege to Alkmaer j 
hot finding the place too ftrong fop their 
forces, they turned their arms againft Ley* 
den. The approach of Prince Frederic of 
Naffau, with a confiderable body of iSkttt^ 
drove them for a fhort time fititn their 
trenches; but having procured re-inforce- 
ments, they returned, and, according to the 
practice of the age, being apprel^enfive they 
fhould not be able to take the city by force, 
tjiey turned the fiege into a blockade. The 

Spanifh 
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Spanish general, Frederic of TolfdQ* f^H: of 
the Duke of Alva^ repulfed a body df EpgM^ 
auxilmries which were coming to the r^^licf 
Qf the ^fieg^df ^nd othervtrife fo vigUao^. 
coiylii^ed the i^locjcade^ ^t die ijoitaintmiR 
of Leyden were reduced by &Q[l|nf j^i.tl^ 
ffioUt de{)lorable diftfe&. Dtfheaf te^od' ;bgf^ 
their miierable iituatioa, ajid hopplefs of 90^ 
licf^ the burghers of the town afleoibl^d ,ipr 
great nmnbers about the hpufe of PetQT 
Adrian de Weiif, a man of m^<;h ioAaeoce 
^nd authority in- the place, and loudly aod 
mutinpuily exclaimed]^ that the tQwn <D«ft 
furrender, or its inhabitants would periih of , 
hunger. But this man, who poileiled the finni- 
ne&of Cato, and preferred to die, rather tbftn 
fee his country under the dominion of a ty- 
rant, expodjulated with the mob, and i^Mdp 
^ It is indijfferent to me, whether I periik 
by means of , the enemy, ox the hands of iigr 
fbllow-^citi2?ens« Kill me theq, if you hsrct 
the courage, and appeaie your hanger widt 
my miferable carcafe/' The fbrmnefi of 
Adrian infpired his fcllow«pilisasn&.with jia* 

tiencc 
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titnctand tcfolutiohj they returned t6 their 
duties with cheerfulnefs^ and endured the 
moft preffing extremities of famine with he- 
roic fortitude. When every article of fub-« 
fiftence wasf Cottfumed, the bodies of the 
^ad fumiihed a horrid food for the fupport 
df the livings and flill the citizens of Leyden 
defended with invincible refolution their 
^wn. At length the Dutch confederates^ 
Tiaving no other means of relieving their dif» 
treflcd countrymen, broke down the dykes 
of the Maefc and the Yffel, and inundated 
the Spanifh camp^ and the beautiful country 
which furrounds Leyden. This defperate 
meafure obliged the Spanifli general to eva- 
cuate his camp ; and the befieged town, after 
having fufFered the moft terrible diftrefs, was 
relieved. This fiege, which commenced 
fliortly after Eafter> was raifedthe third of 
pdoberr and the fapie day a fupply of provi- 
fions was brought to the famiflied inhabitants 
of the -place, who for upwards of five months 
had fuffered unfpeakable diftrefs. 
..The university of Leyden, which is the 
moft 
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Uaoft ancient iij the United Provinces, and 
has enjoyed the greateft ihare of reputatioiH 
was founded the year following this dreadful 
fiege^ by the ilates-general and Prince Wil- 
liam of Orange, to reward the citizens for 
the unparalleled Jbravery and conftancy with 
•which they defended their town. This in- 
Aitution has had the good fortune to number 
among its profeiSbrs and fcholars fomc of 
the mod learned men and excellent phyfi- 
cians that Europe has produced. In its in- 
fancy, the younger Scaliger, Heinfi^S, And 
Salmafius, profecuted the ftudy of the. an- 
cient languages in this univerfity, with a 
fuccefs which has not fined been furpafled; 
and after their timeSj Boerhaave, in the 
phyfical chair, filled Leyden with medical 
ftudents from all parts of Europe. To 
mention all the great fcholars and phyficians 
whom this univerfity has produced would ba 
a laborious employment. There is perhaps 
no fcience which the profeflbrs of Leyden 
have not eminently contribvited to illuftrate^ 
no branch of polite literature in which they 
have not excelled. 

The 



The prefent profefibrs iti the univerlky of 

Lcyden are perfons of rtfpe&able talents and 

merit ; but I am prevented from gaining all 

the information refpe^ing the ttnivcrfitjr 

Which I hoped to obtain, by the tmfortunate 

abfence of the gentleman to whom we had 

letters of recommendation. The fchools of 

Leyden have fufFered in the general czhaid^ 

ties which have befallen the republic ;. and 

the number of ftudents in the univerfity, 

particularly of foreigners, is greatly reduced. 

The names of ftudents at prefent on the 

books of the univerfity do not exceed a 

hundred and fifty, and of thefe how many 

enrol themfelves on the academical lifts from 

jfto very laudable motives, it is difficult to 

afcertain. What I allude to is this: iincc 

the eilablifhment of liberty and equality in 

the United Provinces, every perfon eligible 

to the militia is obliged adlually to ferye in 

the corps of the diftrift to which he belongs i 

whereas before the revolution, fuch as could 

afford to furnifh a fubftitute were exempt 

Irom perfonai fervice* The ingenuous youd), 

who attend the univerfities of the republic 

to 
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to purfue their ftudies, are free from this 
dangerous and difagreeable fervice, and there- 
fore many enter themfelves as ftudents with 
no other view than that they may enjoy this 
privilege. This clafs of ftudents I am in- 
clined to believe is more numerous than that 
of the youth who attend the imiverfity ac- 
cording to the fpirit of the inftitution^ 
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The iotitriic garden, — Palm-tree.*^ A ntUfiies.^-^ 
TheatVt bf aiiamny. — Public library. ^^Por^ 
traits idfiilufirious Vutchmm. — Medallims of 
Engli/h republicam.-^St. Peter's churchy a 
place of conjinemtnt for the Englijli and Ruffian 
pripmers.'^The gazette of Ley den. — Dutch 
newfpapers.^^lVoollen manufaOiures ofLeyden. 
probable fiate^of the univerfty when peace Jhall 
be reftored. 

TLejrcbn* November, 1800. 
HE botanic garden of Ley den » which 
belongs to the univerfity, has enjoyed for a 
century and a half a diftinguiflhed reputatioo 
throughout Europe. It occupies about four 
acres of ground, and is in excellent order. 
Many of the trees and plants (thofe pro* 
bably which are the rareft), have fcroUs of 
parchment attached to them, on which is 
written, for the ufe of fVudents, a delcrip* 

tioa 



turn oithtm according to theLianean fyflem. 
^bs gardener ihewed us a palm-tree which 
MT^LSr ki dciftence when the Spaniards were 
mafters of the United Provinces j and this 
^oi^eid him au opportunity^ which no citisien 
of Leyden ever lo&s, of defcanting on the 
courage^ conftancy, and fuflerings, of the old 
inhabitants of the town. 

In the garden is an apartment for the re^ 
<£eptioii of ftatues, dtars, and other antiques, 
^wiiidi wer^ prelented to the univerfity by a 
burgbniafter of the town* Many of the 
ftatues are confiderably mutilated. Of thofe 
which are in a tolerable ftate of preferva* 
tion, a bacchus and a bacchinaU Servility, 
$i full figure of a Roman coniul, and the 
bufts of Nero and Agrippina, were the 
bell. 

From this apartment, the ilranger is coa- 
dufted into another, which contains a fmall 
colleftion of natural hiftory. The birds and 
bei^ftsi of this coUeilion, and particularly the 
latter, which have not the advantage of 
being kept in glafs frames, are (b wretchedly 
preferved, that it is impoffiblc fgr a perfoti 
M z unsiA^ 
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xmaccuftomcd to iuch ^jghts, to. look upon 
them without extreme difguft. Half^ the face 
of the Hippopotamus^ which holds .a con- 
fpicUouis place amoftg, thefe rarities, is con- 
fumea or disfigured by the aoimalQulae which 
it has produced; aii4 fiwilar' depredations 
hav^ been committ/sd to a ^reatpr;ejctent on 
moft of the quadrupeds- in the. collection. 
The fpeqimens .of the .tnjncral kingdom, 
which are. nunjepus and.eleg&ht, are well 
j^rj-aiiged in this apartipent in haijdjfome o4a- 
rhqg^ny cafes, and to the moft ren^af kable of 
them is affixed a techniqal defcription. 
. We faw both thefe halls and tbeJr.pQQtents 
to gr.e^t :difadvantage, for a number of car- 
penters were at work in thctn> :making 
.alterations and imprpveiitignts i and, confe- 
qpently, the ftatues, beafts, &c, were in 
difordier and confufion. When the improve- 
ments are finiflied, which/are to a laudable 
extent, and will be attended With a confi- 
derable expence, the colletftion of natural 
^hiftory and antiques will, appear to ^ much 
more advantage, thap they at pr^fcnt do, and 
particularly; if proper pa,ihs be taken to clean 
. ' ' . the 



Ahe aiiimais,' and fupply the parlS' of them 

wfeicH have been deilroyed or disfigured 

through want of care. B&t whatever em- 

' bellifhments the liberality of the univdrfify 

inay'beftbw 'on this collciSlidn, it will be 

found far lAferiiJr to the rare aflTdmblage of 

Guriofities which was formed by the zeal, 

^induftry, and tafte, of a private individual'of 

our own times and nation *. 

At a fliort diftance from the botanic gar- 
den, is the theatre of anatomy, which has 
Supplied the world With fo rf^any excellent 
pbyfitians. - It contains a' numerous and 
Wluablc colle^ion. of ftibjeds relative t<J 
anatotoy and pathology, and the whole is 
arranged with admirable neatnefs and earc; 
The affemtlage of' /u/iis natura in tlais 
theatre is extremely curious, aind abounds i^ 



* Sir.Aftiton Lever. The mufeum which beai;s the, 
name o^ this gentleman is an honour to the Engliih na- 
tion. It is perhaps the beft coileftion bf natural hiftory 
in Europe; and is equally to be praifed for the variety of 
its articles, the excellence of their prefervation, and the 
)udgment with which they are arranged. 

M 3 every 



€very imaginable fpecies qf dpformiiys A 
child with two beads, the tiQfaq|iffy oSptiqg 
of a peafant^s wife ia Frkfland, Who furr 
Yivcd this monftrotis dcjiviery m^ny years, 
ciaims particular attention. I ho-Ye fecn ^ 
«onceptton of a (imilar I^lnd^iii the ,«natopii? 
cal preparations of Mr* Ingham of i^ew«ftftk 
jio Norjthumberlandi a g^tlemyaa of great 
eruditiori and fci^ce^ whOjfe profeffioiial char 
jra<9:6r and e|:teniive medii^^al knpwiodg9 are 
jabove any eulogiuna of mm9« The w^x^m 
pf thi3 periba re$%l$ to my mind bi$. ion^ 
irbofe premature 4e3*h> about » twSlver 
month ago* c%c\tiid univerfal T«g«fc He 
W4S a youth of moft promtfiilg fcaJeatSi and 
yncomn^on goodnef$ of iieart* To ^, powertr 
f«l and ready genius^ ht nnjited ^itmweajdbed 
application in the purfuit of knowledge ,• 
qualities for which minds of ^njgular vigour 
are rarely diftjnguiihed : ai^d perhaps hif 
early lofs to fbciety, which he was (o ad^ 
mirably fitted to ^dorn and improve, way ixi 
a great nwafurc be attribated to that indefa^ 
tigable diligence which, enlarging the miti4| 

difables 
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dUables the body from refifimg the altaclu of 

difeafe. 

The public library of Leyden is chiefty 
celebrated for the ftores of oriental Uteratare 
which it contains. Jofeph Scaligcr be- 
queathed to it a valuable colle£(bn of He^ 
brew books; and Golius, who filled for many 
years with great reputation the Arabic pro- 
fefforftiip of the univcrfity, enriched it with 
the rare Pcrfian, Chaldee, Arabic, Turkiflif 
and other manufcripts, which he brought 
with him from the eaft. The manufcripts 
which repofe in this library amount to eight 
thoufand, and form its principal treaTiit-es. 
The heavy volumes of controvcrfial diYUiity, 
which crowd the fhelves, far exceed the 
proportion which they contain of elegant and 
valuable literature. But thefe dull rema^ins 
of a bigotted and unenligh^eaed age do ndt 
ibppear to be much looked into, and the 
good fenfe of the approaching pcntury may 
perhaps difpoflefs them of th^ places which 
they fo unworthily fill. Among the publica- 
tions of a recent date, 1 faw the hiftorics of 
Hume/ Robertfon, and Qibbon, and the 
M 4 Tranfaftions 
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{Trin&6tioA$ p6 thei Royal and Antiquarian 

ibcieties of London; but.no Englifh books 

fince the commencement of the. prefeat.War 

^itb Holland. • 'The laft addition to the 

library, were fomc magnificent folios, de- 

fcribing.. tfie antiquities of Herculaneum, 

which were a prefent fronl the king of Spain. 

The books are principally bound in parch- 

-ment, which is extremely white and pleaC- 

Jhg to the eye; and they are'moftly gilded 

and ornamented with much elegance and 

tafte, the. decorations being Suitable to the 

fubjed of the book. 

. The library contains fome good portraits 
of eminent Dutchmen : of Erafmus, at va- 
rious periods of his life ; of Grotius ; and 
Janus Doufe, who diftinguiflied himfelf 
, equally in arms and letters. During the 
.fiege of Leyden he was one of its braveft 
defenders, and his conduft on that occafion 
was fo highly approved of by the Prince of 
Orange, that the government of the city 
was afterwards entrufted to his cace. A por- 
trait of Daniel Heinfius, and a miniature of 
Sir Thomas More, by Hans Holbein, whofe 

patronage 
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palroftage of Erafmuv probably procured his 
head the honour of a place among th& Dutch 
yavans, ;are idefervuig bf peculiar' fpccifica- 
.tion.iu;But.theim9ft ftriking portrait is that 
of Hugo iDaneJIus,: which was painted after 
death. . Thexlay-dold palenefe <fi the couh-. 
Jienancej aAd that expreffion which tte 
.agonies- of death have given to the features^ 
arc moft exguiiitcly defcribed, ...ItMs painted 
orv wood^atid in excellent prcfcrvatioji. laqji 
-fcribufly mortified that I could jnot learn thi; 
nameof the artift. /:; 

- There are. alfo in the library, carvjcdriki 
ivory to refemble. noedalliohs, the likeixeffes 
of fom6 Englifhmen " diftinguilhed ior. ihcir 
attachment to civil and religious liberty, a$ 
WicklifF, Harrington, Milton, Marvel, Lud- 
low, &c.. * They were executed, 1 under- 
flood, by an Englifli refugee, who took 
-fhclter in Holland from the cruelties of 
'James II. after the failure of the Duke of 
Monmouth's unhappy expedition, in which 
ha bore a (hare, and continued to refidc 
aX Leydcn till his death. The carvings 

arc 
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are neat, and certainly no difgrac^ io tbe 
library. 

Tbc ehurch of St. Peter, the prmcipal 
one in Leydea, is a large heavy buildiDg^ 
in the Gothic ftyle of ardbitefiure. Like 
other Dutch church6s» it is without pewty 
and the congregation are feated oq dbairft. 
It is heated by two or more large ftoves^ 
and we fcmnd its warmth very agreeable i 
bat, notwithilanding, the Dutch ladies iuva^ 
riabiy uie chauiFepiies. Near the pulpit is 
an half-hour glais, which the preacher pstm 
when he begins his iermon, and the con^e« 
gation are fati^fied (pro|>abIy with reaibn) H 
his difCourfe laft no longer than ti}l (he h^i 
is run out. 

In this chui^ch were confined die English 
and Ruidian foldiers which were taken pri* 
ibners laft year at Alkmaert The RufGans 
were impreffed with the belief that they 
were preferved from immediate flaughter, to 
be guillotined or hanged, and perceiving three 
lar^e brafs chandeliers^ fufpended by chains 
frorp the roof of this church, they imagined 

a Ruffian 
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fji It^iliaii foldier was^ to be fautig from each . 
4>n»tieh hi the chandeKers. Their }oy wbs 
.bxtre^gaot when they found their fears 
'firere |il foiindeid, and tihey axdbraced their 
Freiich and Diitch gqards as^feyiours and 
{H^te6|tors. It added to their happinefs, that 
they were wcH fed, comfortably iheitered 
from the mele^iencies of fhe weathert'and 
libuodaritly furniihed with ilraw for be^^^ 
The ^phurch of Leyden, bpth: in point of ac«f 
commodations and provifipns^^ was probably 
^ palace coAapar^ with aiiy dw^tlhiig whicl| 
they had hitherto inhabited^ and dhe mea 
lirhotn th^y regarded as their deadly an4 
|(knguinary enemy, they found to be generQUt 
f^nd |io(picable friends. 

|n later tin^es^ the Qassette qf Leyden bore 
that kilid of reputatiofi in England which 
fermerly was 'Attached to the BralfelsGazette* 
wkh this difference, that the Leyden paper 
, leaned with imwarrantable partiality to the 
politics of the ^adtbolder and Great Britain^ 
while tl^at of BrufTels fayoured their enemies, 
and thereli^e ^s receive4 m England with 

almoft 
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almoft unlimited favour and bcUdf. Whw 
the cohqueft of the republic became inevita- 
ble, the editors and proprietors of this jouraal, 
who had ^rendered themfelves thorough^ 
obnoxious . to the ^French and the. repiiblieSi 
party, by thcin daily. abufe of the. revolution 
and their eft tire devotion, to the ftadtholdei, 
quitted Leyden witb precipitation/. Since 
.tbat period the gazctfe.of Leyden has be^ 
jcpndtifted by: men; of diametf ically dppolife 
opinions and partialities, and it now breathes 
fL fpirit of hoftility to Gteat Britain as im- 
|>Iacab}e as that of any paper which. is pubr 
lifted : within the territories of tlxe Bataviaft 
|-epublic. J fliould not.bn^it tt) mention that 
to every Dutch newfpaper, as well as td afi 
the proclamations and ordinances of the Ba- 
tavian dire6tory,.thc words vreyheid, g^fyi^ 
berdy ^i\d[br(yderf€jhap liberty, equality, and 
fraternity, are ppeiixed. They pay an in* 
confide<;able duty to the ftate, and dp not 
inuch exceed. one fourth of the price of aii 
EngH(h newipapqr. *: 
, In the centre <5f Leyden i^ a t^multis, or 

fort, 
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§Kt, -foid tQ haY9:fb^cij bi^lt by Hengift the 

S^&ifin |KRiate,' which is eleva?lfed above the 

0ps:Qf ^he highf^Ajhobfi^, and commands ^n 

#xtenfive ^iejytpvertl^e town. lUie topis fur- 

fgunded by a. wall, on ;^yhich fmall pieces of 

cannon .might be n^LOunt^d, and contains,, in a 

ipircleMpf about J.5<>lpac<^, a .Ubyrioth of 

*r^e3*La tjafoa of. » water, .and \beftche^ and 

iabl^ 'fcr the.^fcwmiiJtjDdation of viiitors. In 

Ap^^weifther ^ej citizens of I^eyden reibrt to 

ly?! -place ^ tp drinki tea, and fmoke thejr 

|jfpe§. The afcent to it is by an eafy flight of 

rlJtfp-^i rand at convenient diftancets therearefeajs 

iftjrifft the*weary. : Lhave never feen a more 

ai^iieeable place of recreation in the centre of 

a^jEtrgeand populous city. Thofe who frer 

qucnt' it, breathe on its top a wholefome and 

elailic air, and enjoy a fine profpeft of the 

fe§, the lake of Haarlem, the city of Ley den, 

and the furround^ngc meadows. 

/ Leydm formerly vied with Amfterdam 

;tnd thfc Hague, for the number of valuable 

jgiibliqations in modern literature which iflued 

Jfrom its pre fs, and much exceeded them in the 

.variety of claffical works which it produced. 

The 
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The Etecvirs, joftly eekbraf^d fbr the tet^ 
rcdt aftd beautiful editions whiclfrlitey fcd^ 
given the World of the beft writers nf aa^^ 
Equity, refided in this city, artd ennohfe* te 
prefe by the elegant fpecimehiS' of typography 
ivhich for the long courfe o# a century ap 
peared from their prlnting-irfHce. Btit for 
the hft fifty years this branch of tiiade hu 
declined rapidly^ and it may be conlidered at 
prefent As extinA. There are, however, 
fi>me refpeaablc bookfeHers* {h(q>s, where 
choice collefftions of the claffics' are to be 
ifcen, which fell at a much niore reafonal^ 
price than they arc to be bought for in ^og- 
land; and for modern publicatioas, Mumy 
in the Breeftraet -may rank with tJic mofl 
eminent bibliopolift« in Europe. 

The woollen manufaftory of Lcyden, 
which half a century ago gave emplojmieiit 
to feveral thoufand induftrious workmen, and 
was a perennial fountain of wealth to the 
city, is now in the laft ftage erf* decay. If its 
manufadores never rivalled in the fmencfi 
of their articles the looms of England, theff 
coarfe cloths found a ready fele on the con- 

tinent^ 
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tinent, and the EM and WeftJndtrf com- 
ptntes procured them markets in the other 
quarters of the globe. As the commerce of 
Holland declined, that of Great Britain m- 
creafed, and the manufacturers of Yorkibire, 
to the ruin of thofe of Leyden, found a yent 
for their cofflmodities in moft of the con* 
/iderable markefs of America and Afia» 
whei^ the Engliih cloth became in fuch 
eftimiatfon, that Dutch merchants trading to 
thol<> pdrtB'foon difcovered it was to their 
aii^atffag^ t^iind out Englifh cloths in pre«^ 
flfrltectt^ -to (^ manufaftures of their own 
co^iiti^r Tlie ^ivoolkn trade of Leydeii alfo 
received twich injury on the continent, from 
thte eftabli!(liment of extenfivc loom$ in var. 
rious parts of Germany and the Netherlands, 
which '^then ceafed to draw any^ confiderable 
fupplies'from Holland j and the prefent war 
with England, by fufpending nearly all ex- 
terior commerce, has almoft dlled up the 
rafeifure of;it6 misfortunes. 

'What advantage the reftoration of peace 

will produce to the ftaplb trade- of L^yden, 

Of whctbcc it vvill ev^r revive to any extent 

. of 
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Gf-€!ppieg[ucnce5 are- points' whifh I do not. 
feci competent or incliaed to difeufs. . The- 
Ijrobable fate of its univctfity; whca the 
fivdrd fhall be iheathed,^ anji harmony rc- 
ftored to Europe, is a fubje<3: moi^e congenial 
ij3rn>y heart* .... *; r.i 

.; A. period of general warfare is jinfavour- 
able to all ^feinin^ries of learning, becaufe iL 
calls into tbe< adiye employments o£ military 
life, a Aumber of youths of fortune and con- 
dition who prob^tbly otherwife would ^ve 
embraced fomc of the erudite pro|eflions^:or 
at leaft have completed their educatiop in a 
coltege. From this caufe the univerfity of 
l&ey^Dr :has fuffered a . diminution of its 
fludents iti common with all the public aca- 
demics of Europe, but mare than thofe of 
Great Briton apd the ;, other • ftates, into 
whofe territories thq aftual flames of war 
luve hot been carried. ')h lists alfo fuftained 
a great lofs of ftudents from the interruption 
of the intercourfe between the republic and 
thofe countries (the: dominions of the .Enn- 
perdr and . Great Britain) from whence 
Leydca attraiied «very year many pupils. 
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A few years of tranquillity, under the care 
bf fkilful and learned profeflbrs, will pro- 
bably reftore the univerfity of Leyden. to 
much of its former luftre. The neatnefs and 
accommodations of the city^ the grave and 
Ibber manhers of its inhabitants, the purity of 
the air, and the beauty of the vicinage, are 
,circumftances which ftrongly recommend 
the • univer(ity of this. place, and eminently 
qualify it for ftudious retirement and inftruc- 
tion. 
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LETTER X, 

Departure from Leyden. — Haerkm.^^'Dutck 
cleanlincfs. — Cujiom of fmoking. Preroahncy 
of the ufe of tobacco in Holland. — Famous 
organ of Haerlein. The revolution has not aU 
tered the drefs or manners of the Dutch. — Coins 

the fame as before the revolution Houfe of Mr. 

Hope. — Haerlem claims the honour of having 
iinvented the art of printing. — Laurence Cq/iar. 
"^Defence of Haerlem againji the Spa?iiards* 
— Violation if the articles of capituhtion by 
Frederic of Toledo — The infancy of the repub^ 

, lie the brighteft period in its annals. — Guefes. 
'•^Mufemn of natural hiflory.^^Its fcientific 
arrangement. — Teylerian injiitutionj— Bleach" 
eries of Haerlem. 

W Haerlem, November, 1800; 

E pafled from Leyden to this city in 

'the ufual conveyance of the country, the 

treckfchuyt, and having places in the roof, 

fociable company, and the advantage of fine 

weather, the voyage was uncommonly plea- 

fant. 
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lant* The diftance from Leyden to Hierlem 
is about fifteen miles* On one fide of the 
canal lies the lake of Haerlem, a piece o£ 
liavigable water, labout fourteen miles in 
length and twelve in breadth, and on thq 
other a diverfified and agreeable country* 

Haerlerd is. a neat well-built city, but 
inferior to Leyden in the fpacioufneis of 
itp ftreets, the elegance of its buildings, 
and the general air' of propriety which 
reigns throughout the latter. Like the other 
towns of Holland, it abounds in canals, 
bridges, and trees ; and its inhabitants arfe 
to be praifed for their fl:ri<9: and unwea- 
ried attention to clean] inefs. Some writers 
have attributed this virtue in the Dutch na- 
tion to ^thc exceffive humidity of their cli- 
mate, which, would mould their wood and 
ruft their metals, were they not to prevent 
or cure the evil by the moft fcrupulous clean- * 
linefs; and I Believ.e the obfervation is true, 
Werd they not almoft daily waflied, and the 
pernicious influence of the atmofphere there- 
by couiiteraAed, the damp air of Holland 
would in a few years rot and confume the 
N z perifhable 
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perifliable materials of which buildings are 
compofed. For this reafoa the paint-work 
of their houfes is kept in excellent condition, 
and parts of them are painted and varni(hed 
which might be thought not to need fuch a 
protection. The fame rigid attention to 
cleanlinefs equally pervades the interior of 
the houfes in Holland, and is often carried 
to an excefs that is inconvenient and dii^ 
gufting to ftrangers, I allude to the odious 
cuftom which the Dutch have, who fmoke 
after dinner,, of introducing a fpitting*pot 
upon* the table, with the wine and gla|^s» 
which is handed round as regularly as the 
bottle, to the great annoyance of thofe who 
do not fmoke, yet are obliged to pa£s the 
execrable utenfil to their neighbours, in order 
that all who have occafion may difcharge 
their faliva into it. 

The cuftom of finoking, I am affured, 
does not prevail near fo much in Holland at 
prefent as it did twenty years ago, and this 
is ufcd as an argument to prove that the-na-> 
tidnal charader of the Dutch is wearing off. 
But I am fomewhat at a lofs to conceive 

how 
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how the cuftom could be more general th|a 
it at prefent is. It is impoflible to go into a 
cofFee-houfe in the xi^orning, even at an early 
' hour, if a few guefts are aflcmbled, without 
being offended with the fumes of tobacco ; 
and near exchange hours, or after dinner, 
the fuffocating vapours which arife from 
twenty or thirty fmokers are intolerable to* 
perfbns whofe lungs are not habituated to 
fucb a fumigation. All Dutchmen of the 
lower claflcs of fociety, and not a few in 
the higher walks of life, carry ia their poc- 
kets the whole appjiratus which is necefTary 
ibr fmoking :**-a box of enormous fize^ 
which frequently contains half a pound of 
tobacco ; a pipe of clay or ivory, according 
to the fancy or wealth of the poffelfor ; if 
the latter, inftruments to clean it : a pricker 
to remove' obftrudions from the tube of the 
pipe ; a cover of brafs wire for the bowl, to 
prevent the aflies or fparks of the tobacco 
from flying out ; and fometimes a tihder-box,- 
or bottle of phofphorus, to procure fire, in 
cafe none is at hand. 

The cxcufc of the Dutch for their flavifli 
N 3 attach- 
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attachment to tobacco, in the moft ofFenfivc 
form in which it can be exhibited, is, that the 
imokc of this tranfatlantic weed preferves 
them from many diforders to which they" are 
liable from the moiftureof the atmofphcre of 
their country, and enables them to bear cold 
and wet without inconvenience. This notion 
has perhaps contributed to the ufe of tobacco 
in Holland, by furhifhing its votaries with 
fomething like an apology for their prafilice; 
but the majority of fmokcr^ doubtlefs ufe to- 
bacco for the narcotic, ftupifying efFeds, 
which its fumes produce. . The confumption 
of tobacco as a mafticatory is not near' fo 
great in Holland among the boors and faiK 
ors, as it is among the common people of 
England; and fnufF, the rrioft elegant and 
harmlefs form in which the herb can be 
ufed, is not often to be met with among the 
higher orders offociety. In a carriage, or 
on horfeback, a Dutchman fmbkes his pi|^ 
with equal content and fatisfaftion, and boys 
of eight or ten years of age, in every other 
refpe6t to be praiied for their diffidence and 
modefty, are permitted and encouraged to 

imitate. 
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ifflitp^e, in theufe of tobad:d^ the*: baneful 
cxampk of their dder^. At the . houfea. of 
the middling clafles- of fociety, <ivfaere na- 
tional manners a^re prcdominat?,. the firft 
civility which ja ftranger ufuaily fejceives is 
the offer of a pip^y or a4/ kail it^iccbmpames 
tJ^ mentionof any kind; of refreshment, .and 
no hour pf the iJay is^ thought unfeafonablc 
for the luxury of finoking. I: kiv^' often 
difappoinfced the exercife of this branch of 
Dut<;h hofpitality; and it fometiiBes : hap^- 
pciied,lhat the |>erfi>ns whomi fo refuiied, 
particularly if they were in mean fituaiions 
of life, feemed to judge ill of my underftand*- 
ing for wanting the fenfe to rdifh the weed 
of which the nation approved, J . ^ : 

At.Overfchie, the miferable village which 
1» formerly mentioned, 'wh^i'e wae were com;- 
-pelled by a^ ftorm to lodge ail ^nighf^ the 
landlord, with an earnaftnefs which was the 
-bcft affiirance of his entire belief in its effi- 
cacy, entreated me to linoke a, pipe, to pre- 
-vent any bad confeqiijences happening tp me 
from the drenching rain, which had wetted 
^et^^the ikinj and^ my refiafal to try bis 

N 4 fpecific 
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fpecific excited in him a mixture of furprifa 
and contenjpt. Elfewhere the bificbus waiu 
crs have i^rought me after dinner tobacco 
and a pipe, and always appeared.ridiciiloufly 
aftonifticd when with ftrong tokens of dil^ 
juft I ordered them to be removed. 

In the great church of Haarlem fiands tho 
famous organ^ which is the jar^eft, aa4 
thought to be the fineft^ inftrument o^ tba( 
kind in the world. By paying a ducat to 
the prganift, and half-a-crown to the bellowt 
blower, we heard it about an houf . It is 
an inftrument of aftoniihing qompafs of 
powers. Some of its notes are fo delipate as 
fcarcely to exceed the warblings of a fmaU 
iinging bird, others fo loud as to fhakc th^ 
mafly pile in which it ftands, \Ve expelled 
to receive much pleafure from the vox ht^ 
mana^ or pipe which imitates the ibun4 erf' 
the human voice, for we had b(Jwd it greatly 
extolled ; but high expeditions are too oftep , 
difappointed, and we found the vw bumana 
difagrecable. It is the voice of a pfalm<» 
finging clerki On the whole, however, 
this inftrument is exquifitely delightful^ I 

ought^ 
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ought, perhaps, rather to fay fublime j for 
v^en the whole ftrength of the organ is cx^ 
erted, never did I hear, of could conceive^ 
founds more godlike. The fwelling majefty 
of each gigantic note feems of more than ' 
jnortal birth, and the flighteftfounds enchant 
the ear. Solemnity, grandeur, delicacy, an4' 
harmony, ate the charafteriftics of this 
noble inftrument. The length of thelongcft 
-pipe is thirty- two feet, and its diameter 
/ixtecn inches. In all, the organ has fixty 
ftops or voices, four feparations, two fhakes, 
two couplings, and twelve bellows.^ — I bor* 
TOW this informat^ion from a printed paper 
which we received from the organift. Dur- 
ijig the time the organ was playing, a num- 
ber of well-drclfed people colleded in the 
church, and liftened with rapturous attention 
to the divine founds of the inftrunlcnt. Men 
as well as women in Holland keep on their 
hats in church, and matiy paid us the ci- 
vility of a bow for the pleafure which they 
.received from the organ at our expence.. 
. The cuftom of bowing in Holland is ex- 
tremely troublefom'e. It is not fui^cient, as 

ifl 
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in England, that a perfon (lightly moves his 
hat, but he muft take it off his head, and 
continue uncovered till the tnan^is pifthim 
to whom he pays the- compliment/ The 
ceremony of bowing is more flridly obfervcd 
at Leyden and H'aerlem, than at Rotterdam 
or the Hague. In either of the former cities^^ 
a ftranger of decent appearance can ferrcdy 
walk in the ftreets without being obliged 
every minute to pull ofF hrs hat, to anfwcr 
fooie civility of the fame kind which he re- 
ceives ; and thefe compliments are paid him 
not only by opulent people, but by mechanics 
and labourers, who bow with all the gravity 
and politcnefs of their iuperiors. , * 

The revolution has not altered in theleaft. 
the national drefs of the Dutch. Inftead of 
cropped heads, pantaloons, and round hats, 
which I expe6led. to find, moft people have 
their hair full drefFed and powdered, wear 
"cocked hats, and the reft of their clothe in 
the old fafhioh. The term citizen is ufed to 
all perfons of authority, when- they arc ad- 
drefTed in their ' official capacities ; hut in 
converfation, or ^private tranfadions, every 

-one 
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one ufes the appellation of mynheer, without 
fear- -or reftraint. ' The old calendar is ad^* 
hered to in all public' ordinances, proclama^ 
tions, &C. with * the invariable addition of 
— ^ year of Batavian liberty : and nb alte- 
ration has taken place in the devices or le- 
^ gends of the coins of the United Provincesi 
A guilder or florin of 1 700 is prccifely the 
iame as a guilder of 1 800. There have been 
ytarly coinages of filver to a confiderablc 
amount,, fince the*overthr6wt)f the ancient 
government. 

'At a ihort diftanccfrom Haerlem is the 
houfe of Mr. Hope, tlie head of a family long 
diftinguifhed for its immcrife riches; On the 
revblution, this gentleman fled to England, 
and his property is now in a ftatb of feque- 
ftration. We could not obtain a fight of the 
infide of this rfaagnificerit villa. Its architec- 
ture is beautiful, and were the. building of 
flone, would be grand ; but unfortunately it 
is of' brick cpvered with ftucco, and the 
dampnefe of the atmofphere, with want of 
•proper care-, has caufed much of the plafter 
to fall off; fo that in many places the red 

bricks 
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bricks peep through the white furface, to the 
great difadvantagc of the whole. It is fi-^ 
tuated at the entrance of an agreeable wood, 
and is confidered as the moft elegant modern 
building in the United Provinces. - 

IJaerlem difputes with Mentz and Strafe 
burg the honour of having invented the noble 
' art of printing, and afligns^ the njerit of that 
important difcovery to Laurence Coftar, a 
citizen of the place, who flourifhed towards 
the n?id41? of the fifteenth century. The 
claim of Strafburg to this honour, has, I be-^ 
Keve^ been abandoned; and I will not 
prefume to dppide between H^?rleqfi and 
Mentz ♦• Coftar is faid to have made thq 
difcovery by cutting the initial letters of his 
name on a pie^e pf bark, and uiing it as % 
feal. An ipfcriptipn in Dutch points out 
the ipot where the houfp of this eminently 



* The advocates who beftow the honour of the inven- 
tion of printing on Haerlem, fay that Fauftus was the 
(ervant of Coftar, and ftole his types, with wJiich he fled 
to Mentz, on Chriftmas eve, while his mafter was aU 
(ending his devotions jaI church. 

•ufeftil 
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ufeful man flood, and his portrait is laudably 
difplayed in moft of the bookfellers* window$ 
in Haerlem* 

The heroic defence made by this city 
againft the Spaniards, under Frederic of 
Toledo, a.fon worthy of the execrable Duke 
of Alva, terminated lefe fortunately than that 
of Leyden, The garrifon, which confifted 
of four thoufand men, indignantly refufed 
the conditions which were offered them by 
the Spanhh general, and by vigorous forties 
greatly diftreffed* the befieging arnqiy. The 
women of the place, in this conflidt for their 
liberties, forgot the delicacy and foftnefs of 
their fex, and combated with unwearied re- 
folution and defperate courage, by the fide 
of the men, Thefe patriotic females oj> 
ganifed themfelves into regular battalions, 
and performed all the duties of the garrifbn, . 
with alacrity and precifion. Unfortunately 
the hopes of fuccefsful refiftance, infpired 
the citizens of Haerlem with fentimcnts of 
unjuftifiable animofity and revenge. With 
a cruelty not to be palliated, they hanged 
op, the ramparts of .the town the Spaotards 

whom 
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whom they took priibncrs in their forties ; 
and, what was more ofFcnfive to a Spanift 
army in a bigotted age, they treated with 
profane derifion and contempt the images 
and holy obje^s of the Catholic worfhip* 
Worn out by fatigue, prelled by famine, 
and hopelefs of relief, the citizens of Haer- 
leng at length * agreed to furrender, on con- 
dition that the lives of the garrifon and in- 
habitants of the town ihould be fpared* 
This was agreed to by the foh of the Duke 
of Alva ; but, with horrid perfidy, he vio- 
lated the articles of capitulation, and two 
thoufand foldiers and inhabitants of the 
town were wantonly maffacred in cold blood 
by, the favage butchers of the Spanifli 
, army* 

It is highly honourable to the Dutch that 
they prefer ve with religious care the me-r 
mory of the gallant adions of their anceftors^ 
and fpeak with becoming pride of their 
noble achievements and uufhaken conftancy* 
More than two centuries havd elapfed fincc 
the arms of Spain fpread terror and defola- 
tion through the United Provinces, yet the 

murderous 
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niufderoXis fieges which they c^ried on, the 
bloody conflids in which they were engaged, 
and the atrocious cruelties which they com- 
jnitted whenever vidory. declared on their 
iide, are r^Ikted and dwelt on with all the 
minutenefs and circumftantiality of recent 
.events. The Spaniards are mentioned as 
.men of yefterday, and the^ flighteft memo- 
rial is preferved which relates to their 
treacheries, cruelties, or defeats. Indeed no 
period of the hiftory of the republic has been 
£o glorious as when the Provinces threw off 
tlve yoke of the Spanifti monarchy, then the 
moft powerful and wealthy in Eurqpe, and 
maintained their- independence againft the 
numerous armies, \inder fkilful and con- 
fummate generals, which Philip II. and his. 
' fucceflbrs poured into Holland. Commerce 
had not th(5n debiauched the fimplicity of 
their manners, and the love of liberty was 
their ruling paffion. The noble influence of 
this generous paflipn converted a nation of 
fifliermcn and flaves into a racfe of heroes, 
worthy of the venerable tinlies of Greece 
and Rome. Never was the love of country— 

the 
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the nobleft Sentiment which can inhabit th* 
human breaft — carried to a greater extent, or 
xnore facrcdly adhered to> than by the bravd 
Gudfes* who fevered the Provinces from 
thfc dominion of Spain, maintained their 
liberties againft the gigantic forces of that 
monarchy, and by their courage, rcfolution^ 
and wifdom, finally eftablifhed in triumph 
the repilblic. 

At Haerleiii is an elegant mu{cum of na* 
tural hiftory, formed by Dodlor Van Marum^ 
to which ftrangers find an eafy accefs^ This 
cabinet is fuperior to any in Holland. It is 
arranged with much fciencc and tafte, and 



* This appellation, which fignifies beggars, is report- 
ed to have originated thus. At an early period of the 
troubles in the Low-countries, five hundred patriots ailem- 
bled in the court-yard of the palace at Bjuflcls, to prefeiit 
a petition to the Duchefs of Parma, natural daughter of 
Charles V. and at that time govemante of the Nether- 
lands, againft the eftablifhment of the inquifition* ' The 
princefs, alarmed at the fight of fo many men, demanded 
who they were, and one of the courtiers contemptuoufly 
replied,' they were guefes, or beggars. , The appelhtion 
was henceforward beftowed on the patriotic party by their 
enemies as a term of bitter reproach, and adopted by die 
friends of liberty as a title of glorious diftin^on. 

aU 
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kll its^ articles are iA ah excellent ftate ofprei 
icrvation. To, every cafe is affixed a de- 
Icription, according to the Linncan fyftem^ of 
the objedl which it coEftains j and the different 
genera of the fame Ipccies arc inftruftively 
tiailed in progreffive order, inftcad of being 
confufedly mixed together as I have jte- 
marked hi other colledtions; The aflemblagc 
q£ infeSs of the papilio tribe is extremely 
numerous, and many of them of the firft 
degree of rarity. On the whole, however^ 
this niufeum is very inferior to the Leverian 
colle£lion which is exhibited in London. 

The inftitution of Peter Teyler Vander 
Hulft in this city, though I have no predi- 
liSion for the fubjed which it principally 
patronifes*, defcrvcs to be noticed. Peter 
Teyler Was a rich raercharit of Haerlem^ 
who, without having difplayed in his life- 
tinie any attachment to fcience^ bequeathed 
at , his death the whole of his fortune for the 
propagation of kiiowledge aind the relief of 
the poor. A more magnificent donation has 



* The difcuffiou of thedbgiciil nKetaphyficsi. 

o feldoni 
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feldofn been ofixjred oh the altars of it^rtntig 
and charity^ The revenue* of the Tcylerian 
inftitutioft atnounted before the revolution to 
the yearly fum of one hundred thoufand 
florins ; but' what were the mighty' advan* 
tages to fcience ^whtch refofeed from this 
ample incor^e ? The ele6lrical experiment* 
of Van Marum^ tinder the aufpices of f hi^ 
inftitution, are entitled to the maft fefpeftful 
mention*} but they are the onJy fftiits 
which have been raifed^ by which fcience 
has been benefited^ from the hot-bed of thiff 
rich bequeil* The defire of accumulating^ 
which is fo prevalent in Holland^ is faid to 
have reached the curators of this inftitution > 
and inftead of employing the vaft funds 
which arc at their drfpofal to the advance- 
ment of knowledge, they have been over* 
felicitous to incr^afe the capital ftock of thef 
inftitucion- What amount the accumirla-«^ 
tiohs of theTeylerian revenues have reached 



* The experiments of Van "Marum ptote that tkt 
death of animals coincides inftantaneoufly with the 
ceffatioirOf ItritabiSty. 

I could 



I could riot learn with any degree of cer- 
tainty j and it is now generally thought the/ 
have been appropriated by fome filent a6l o'i^ 
government to the rfelief of the urgent iic-i 
teffities of the ftatei 

At Haerlem there are confiderable msintit- 
{aStiirds for the fabrication of fine liiied 
feloths; ditiiity,* fatins; &c. which^ though 
lidt iii fo fioiirifhing a ftate as' formerly they 
Vere, give employment to a fitimber of 
^orknfierr, and ftill carry dn a profitable tra'de 
ivith Brabant and Germany. The bleacherieS 
6f Haerlerii are famous for thfe delicate 
ivhitenefs which they giye to lirien clothsl, 
large quantities of which are brought hither 
yearly from all parts of the United Provirices 
and Geri^any to titxdergo this operation^ and 
before the war with Grtat Britain rtrtich was 
&nt fr&tn Ireland and Scotland; The fu- 
j^erior whheneisf tf the bteacheries of this 
town is attributed to a peculiar quality in 
^he water of the lake of Haerlem, Whktt 
tannot bt imitated by any chemical prode6 
which has yet been difcovered; 

o z LETTER 
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LETTER XL 

Arrival at Amjierdam. — PoUten^fo of a Dutch 

lady.y-The Englijh Bible.-^'^Seroants of hotels 

in Holland. — Condition offeroants in general 

throughout the United Provinces. — The French 

theatre.-^ProfuJion of diamonds worn by the 

ladies j^^A fledge coadu^-^Examination ofpajp 

ports. — General d'Henifdal. — The Doele hotel 

Jiadthmfe of Am/ierdam.— 'Apartment in tchich 

Jentence of death is pronounced on criminals.'^ 

fiajfo'teliecos.— Great hall of the ftadthoufe. — 

PiBures. — Carillons. — Prifon for felons and 

debtors. — ffumane laws of the republic 7'e- 

fpeBing debtors.-'^Pew perfons. are punijhed 

with death in Holland.-^Bank of Amfierdam. 

- -^External appearance of the ftadthoufe.--^ 
Figure (f Atlas* — flat of liberty.— Cuftom-^ 
hmtfe. 

W' Amllerdani, November, iSoo.> 
E arrived at this great city about four in 

the afternoon, during a very heavy fliower of 

rain, which would have thoroughly drenched 

us. 



TH5 BiATAVfAN I^JSf yBLIC. 197 

\xs\ l)ad we not been itivited by an elderly 
W0|3^an to tak? ih^Uer in her houfe till a 
carriage was provided fqr us. Our only re- 
commendations to her were oqr being ftrang- 
ers, and the inclemency of the g.fternoon» 
She infifted on our taking coffee with her. ; 
and though flie could neither tg-ll;; ^ngUflii 
nor French, we eontrived to hold a fuffi- 
ciently intelligibje dialogue by figns. We 
inforiped hgr that we cam? from Haerlej^ 
in the treckfchuyt, and (h? was extremely 
ang^y with our fellow pafleugers, that feeing 
we were ftrangers, they had not cojadufted 
us to fome place of fhelter^ In truthf th« 
rain made them run as foon as they landed 
from the bo^t, and w« were left with th? 
little dirty Ijoy who carried our portmanteau, 
to find oijr way ?^s we coujd. The Dutch, 
Iiowever, in general, are to be praifed for the 
attention whigh they pay to ftr^ngejs who 
travel with them, frequently offering to pon-? 
du6^ them whither they are going, and 
guarding them ^gainft the impofitions which 
tfh? i|cippers and boattpen would put upon 

03 A Coa^h 
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I A coach being procured for* us, we ordered 
the driver to take us to the Star in the Nefs^ 
an hotel to which we had been recom- 
piended. The houfe^ however, wasihut up^ 
^nd we left it to thts difbretion of the coach- 
man to condwft us to another hotel.— Wc 
, could not defcribe to him the kind of ac<j 
commodations which we wanted, and he 
topk us to an inn which is diftinguiihed by 
the Angular name of the Englifli Bible, 

We could not have alighted at a worfe.-^-j 
The hpufe, landlady, and fervants, were 
dirty tp the laft degree ; and but that they 
Ipoke Englifli Very imperfe6Uyj and the 
llirnitur^ and apartment? werp Dutch,! could 
have conceivpd myfelf to be i{i a Wapping 
tavern. This Ayas extremely difgufting tq 
V^i after the neatnefs anjj propriety to ^y^hich 
lye had been accuftomed, with only one er*. 
ception, the village qf Overfphie, fince our 
releafe from (hipTboard. 

The. inns of Hollandji with prpper allov^j 
ance for the unavpidable dirt and confufiw^ 
which a fucceffion of guefts occafions, arc 
highly to be commended for their neatnpfs 

' an^ 



and eleanlineft,,4"^^^i^^ ^^ w?H,3? paternal j 
the j^rvants top of tlje jhotels^ p?,rtipul9jrly 
the fipjcnalesi, areiie^t in,.tb?ir p^^rl^j^s ; an4 
there is 3, mod? ft ppffi^ty ip th^ii; mwiners> 
which I have feldom:;nijet :with:;ip^^he^dp•• 
J^eftips of a|i,Jg4igli{h ii»n, I pr^ler them 
for other ;g;a(>d qualities .which they poflefs* 
Xhcir d^pprtjraetjt ^o ftratigfrs Ts'attpjnive, 
lyjthouf anjr. paix^txife pf ferYility ; they are 
obliging withovit, oUfec[uioufnefs,, and rom 
IpeiSful wjtbput criiigitig,c;r;.Th€ fervaiit$ of 
ftn i;ini frojpp the:rmiltiflicity of their maf^ 
jQrs^ ^and the . itpmediate ri^tpreft which they 
jjave ia, gratifying th(> p?rfoi>s whom tb^ 
^crve, generaUypolTefsMss.pC the dignity of 
jpanhood, thaix. a^iy other menial?, Bnt of 
this fj^ult the Piitch waiter;? arft not to bp 
a^cwfed ; they difcharge all the offices of their 
|(itu^tiQn withoyt heipg degraded hy it : their 
•pivility nevQr de vi^rt? s , into m^a^^fteft, ^ nor 
i^j^ea their attention to avoid fervility dege^ 
iieratq into ruden^f^*, ^ . 
, The condition pf fervanta m - general 
throughout the? ynijed Provinces is. much 
Xnperiqr t:q that of th^ feme ufcful cla^fs of 
. . 04 peopb 
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people in England. This difference, to th«5 
honour of Holland, arifes from thefimple, 
unoftentatious manner? of the nation, and its 
republican conftitution, which, though viti- 
ated and difeafed in its legiflativc and execu-- 
live powers, ought to be reverenced for its 
effects on the private and dotheftic inftitutions 
of life. The abolition of the ufe of liveries 
has deftroyed an invidiotis mark of diftin^tion 
between the mafier and the fcrvant, with- 
out abridging the former of any of his pro- 
per authority, or fijrniflung the latter with 
^ny excufe for infolcnce. ' The.treatment of 
female fervants in Holland is remarkably 
kind and humane; unlefs for fufficient grounds 
of removal, they generally continue in aYa- 
mily for a number of years, and arc con- 
iidered rather as humble members of it, 
than as domeftics. The regularity witii 
which the Dutch live, renders'the labours of 
their fervants comparatively eafy, from the 
circumftance that as they are acquainted 
with the whole of the daily work which 
they have to perform, fo they are enabled 
to execute it in a manner moil Convenient 

to 
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to tfacrofelves. In houfes where there ar« 
jnore fervants than one, once a week, the 
ievcnth day is allotted in rotation to each 
for pleafure and recreation ; and they arc 
allowed the fatne privilege at fair times, 
which are frequent in Holland, and public 
feftivaK 

The eycning was too for advanced to rer 
move frqm the Englifli Bible to fearch for 
another lodging, we were obliged therefore 
to endure with patience its inconveniences. 
That we might pafs, however, as little time 
as poffible in a difagreeable fituation, we 
•jvent to the French comedie, the only place 
of public entertainment which was open. 
The performances were f* Les Dangers de 
VAbfence, ou Ic Soupcr de Famille,'- a (enth- 
mental comedy in two tedious z6ts ; and *^ Ls^ 
Caravane du Caire,*' a plcafant operatical 
ballet in three ads, wjth excellent mufic, by 
Gretry. The French theatre is fmall but 
neat, and the fcenery and decorations are 
taftefuL The audience was rather nume- 
rous, compared with the attepdance of fpec- 
fators^hich we had feen at the Dutch play^ 

houfes. 
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houies* There was not indeed much com* 
pany in the ho^^s^ but the pit was iwjarly 
Slledf and the gallery appeared crowded^ 
S^ch bench of the pit had a rail to the back 
af it, a convenience which I have before 
pommended in the Putch theatres, Pprfons 
pf the gre^tcft refpeftability ^nd opukiice ia 
Holland do not think it unworthy of their 
dignity or fortunes to fit in the pit of the 
theatre, ^nd they drcfs equally well for thai 
part of the houfe as for the boxes, Moft 
4)f the ladies in the pit, advanced in life, 
wore an ai^oni(hing quantity of diacnonda* 
^ lapidary ntiight fpeak of their brilliancy 
jind water, their fize and value j - hut I can 
^nly lay that the prpfufion of precious ftotifS 
jvas immenfe. A lady who fat near u$ 
-wore a nepklace ^ompofed pf three rows of 
large diamondsj^ bracelets, ^ud head pins 
equally fuperb ; dianiond earrrings, and buc- 
kles j and on her fingers rings without num- 
-ber- I will not hazard any coRiputation of 
whj^t the ornjiment of her drefs might be 
worth. Her jewels were .fet in. an old^ 
fai^^io;ied fufeftant^ail ftylej^ ^nd h9;d probably 

been 



Jl»p^ iQ tbf^ polTeffion of her femily aoetitury 
:Hn4 ,a baUy I p^vtk^khnk tfe^. qmasaeats 
(Of thM P^rfon*? ^rd34)exjaufe we fet uctarher, 
|>ut tberc wc/© Qthjir ladies in the pit ofthe 

ftnd experifiv^ly bafeited. 

Xbe 9arri4ge which twk \ia toand froii| 

|he ^94tre va§ % co^eh fafteaedontt ilodgo^^ 

10)4 drawn by, a finglc horfo. The drivftr 

walks by tbp fide of the coach, with a whip 

lind reins in bis baodi and guides the rnachiiie 

whenever it turns an abrupt corner* 'Thefe 

vehicles ^m pommon in Amfterdarn, §Q]i tQ 

\pe hired at half the price that is required 

^r a carriage which, runs on wheels^ The 

fnagiflxates of Amfterdaoi are careful to 

]icenfe few wheeled coaches, on account of 

ihe infubibintiality of the foundations of the 

4;ity, which they think would be ihaken and 

iajured, ys^ere many fuch carriages permitted 

(o be driven aboi|t the ftreets^ ^he motioi^ 

of a (ledge cpach is flow and jesting, if the 

|>avement be not good, w^^b of tei^happensi^ 

^d few Grangers find them an agreeable 

fnod^ of po;ivey^P[oe» If ^he drivers are not 

careful, 
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carcftil, they may eafily be overturned, but 
the carriages are placed fo near the grouiMi 
that bad coniequences can feldom happen 
from accidents of that kind, Returuing 
from^ the theatre oUI- drivfer carried a flam- 
beau with him ; an ufclefs appendage^^ for the 
ilrects of Amfterdam are well lighted ; but 
his motive was^ to make an additional charge. 
The whole demand, however, was extremely 
reasonable, if compared with the rates of 
hackney coaches in London; Including the 
time we. were at the theatre, the fledge was 
engaged by us about four hours, and the fare 
amounted only to a florin, or twenty pence 
Englifh. The driver demanded and re* 
ccived a gratuity, but hewas fatisfied with, 
and thankful for, a moderate donation. 

We waited on the municipality at tHe 
ftadthoufe in the morning to have our paff. 
ports eicamined. The gentlemen to whom 
this office belonged behaved to us with a 
poiitenefs fq unufual to perfons in their 
iituations, that L (hould be forry not tQ 
mention it. They fcarcely perufed the dc-? 
fcription of qur perfons vifbich the pafTports 

CQn^aine4 
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Contained, but enquiring how long it wa^ 
probable we ihould remain in Amilcrdam^ 
they affixed the neceflary certificate of in- 
Ipeilion to our papers, and in the moft ^ 
obliging terms hoped that our refidence in 
their city would prove agreeable. Judging 
of the euftoms of other nations from a coun- 
try where the fees of office are exorbitant^ 
and the clerks infolent and rapacious, I was 
i^rprifed at the politenefs of the Dutch, and 
that we had nothing to pay for the infpc6lion^ 
of our paffports. Thofe who are acquainted 
with the municipal government of London 
will readily account for my furprife. 

Our bufinefs with the municipality being 
difpatchcd, we waited on General d*HenifdaU 
the French commandant of Amfterdam, to 
deliver to him the recommendation with 
which we were favoured by General Ghorici 
He received us with much civility j and ou 
our reprefenting to him the badnefe of our 
accommodations at the Engliih Bible^ he 
carried us to the Doele on the Cingel, one of 
the beft hotels in Amfterdam ^ where we arc 
at prefent lodged^ It is kept by a widowj 

whofc 



tyhofe good-humoured featufes^ md obifgs 
ing manners^ are extretn^if agrefei^ble. It is 
happy for the mlftrefs df an hotel; who ha< 
, occafiow fb often to drefs her face With fmilcsi 
when nature has furniflied her with a jpleafiiig 
eouDlcilancc ; a forced fwile f roni 4 ftt of 
features gloomy and lowering like £he Hp^ 
proacfaes of a winter's ftof m, carries with it 
to me fbfflething incoriceivably difguffittg. - 
The ftadthoufe of Amfterdam is one of 
the firft ctiriofities of the city, which i 
ftranger is anj^ious to vifiU ' li id undoubtedly 
Cne of the iwoft magnificent buildings iif 
the world, as well for beatrty of architedlure; 
elegarice of decoratioft, and the taft fpace of 
^ound which it covers. The fifft pik? 
tvhich fuppoftS the foundation: of thi^ hodc 
was driven into the ground January the 2'otby 
1648, and by the 6th of Oftober In the feme 
ye^ thirteen thoufaitd fix hundred and 
Ajbety-five, the aggregate number of ttaffly 
tf'ees on which the building refis. Were 
driven info the 'morafs. The firft ftoiae,- 
with a fuitable infcriptiony was then laid^* 
and feven years alterwardsy the different 

colleges' 
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Colleges of magiftrates took poflfeffioA in 
ftate of the apartments deligned f6t theif 
feveral ufes. The principal architea was 
John Van Kampen, Who was afllfted'of 
CdntroUed by four bufgofiiafteh of the city i 
fcnd the expeiice of the whole, as cftimated 
by various authorS| amouilted to two million^ 
fteflingi 

To defcribe the various apartoients which 
the ftadthoufe coiitains-^he chanaber of thd 
burgomafters/ the treafury, the fecretary's 
office^ the hall for petty caufes, the great 
hall of juftice^ the chanaber of domains, of 
infurancej of orphans, thd counfel-room^ thft 
offices of the bank, the citizens'-^hall, &c. &c* 
*^were a tafk of too great toagn^tude for a! 
tourift to undertake, with any reafonabltf 
expe6lation that he could Competently exe* 
cute it. A few apartments^ however^ may 
without impropriety be noticed* The hall 
Whefe criminals are brought to receive fen-* 
tence is oti the bafement floor of the ftadt-* 
boufe^ and is decorated with biffo-relievos 
^nalogotis to the ufe to which it is dedicated^ 
In one compairfment is reprefented the ftory 

of 
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of Juftius Brutus putting his fons to deith i 
in another, ZaleucuSj the Locriatt king^ 
tearing out an eye to preferve one for his 
fbitj who by his father's law was condemned 
to lofc both for the crime of adultery ; and 
in a thirds the judgment of Solomon. The 
head of Bellona beneath the Roman ftory *is 
of fculpture that would do honour to a Gre** 
cian chifTeL I muft not omit to mention a 
figure of filencci reprefented as a woman 
feated oni the ground^ with a finger on her 
mouthy and two children weeping over a 
death's head. This chamber contains alfo 
allegorical figures of punifiiment, and axes; 
fafces, and chains, the inftruments of tyranny 
or juftice. When fcntence of death is to be 
pronounced on a criminal, he is brought 
guarded into this ball, the magiftrates of the 
city appear in a gallery above, drefled in their 
tobcs of ceremony, and nothing is neglefted 
which can centribute to the folemnity of the 
aweful fcene. I am i&tisfied of the inexpe- 
diency of the punifliment of death, if I may 
yfe the term, of its unkwfulnefs ^ when, 
kowever, nothing, but the death of a criminal: 

wUi 
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ivill appcafe the tribunal which arraigns 
hitOf every circumftance of folena^nity UtoiAi 
be given to this dreadful a6l of l^giflative 
vengeance. If the intention of punilhments 
be, what lawyers maintain it is*i not to in* 
flidl pain on the criminal, but tQ provide for 
the public fecurity by fliewing the confet 
quences of offending, no auxiliary ought to 
be wanting to the fpedlacle which can iw- 
Ipire the fpedators with awe* The manner 
of paffing fcntence of death in Holland i& 
dignified, iJ^lemui and impreffive : it niuft on 
refleftion a^ear ftrikingly fo to a perfoa 
Mfho has feet? condemnations at the Old 
Bailey, where fometimes a dozen wretches 
are crowded into a box to be told, in a ftyle 
little reverent or awful, that the law fciiT 
tences them to be hanged. 

. ^ IJt poena ad paucos^ metus ad pmnes pertcniat* 

Cicerq; 
Tully, with his gtnerous love of liberty, was too often ah 
advocate. Lawyers eonftantly declare thtft punifliments 
9XC not i^fii^ed by way of expiation qt atonepaent for a 
crime committed, but as a precautipn againft future 
offences.— This has been the language of Englifli lawyers 
fran the days of Bra£toD to the prefent lumn 

p The 
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The great hall of the ftadthoufe is ufed aS 
a promenade by the perfons whom bufinefs 
draws to the public offices. The brafs gates 
by which it is entered are of wonderful 
beauty and Iblidity of execution. At one 
end of the hall is elevated a figure of Atlas, 
bearing on his fhoulders the ^lobe, and at- 
tended by Wifdom and Vigilance. On the 
roof, Amflerdam is reprefented as a woman 
richly habited, and furrounded by the deities 
of the heathen mythology. Neptune pre- 
fents her with a crown, Mercury offers her 
a fccptre, and Cybele her keys. On the 
floor of this hall the celeftial and terreftrial 
globes are delirieated with brafs and various 
coloured marbles ; but the feet of the mul- 
titudes who daily walk here, have nearly 
effaced the figns of the heavens and the divi- 
iion$ of the earth. 

In the burgomafter's chamber is a beau- 
tiful pidlure by Ferdinand Bol, reprcfenting 
FJibricius in the camp of Pyrrhus, and an- 
other of Curius at his frugal repaft. The 
council-chamber i^ adorned with a large 
pifturc of Moff?j$ and the fcventy Elders of 

Ifrael, 
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liraely by Brankhorft; and Solomon, by 
Flink, an artift whom I have formerly 
praifedt devoutly alking of Heaved the ln« 
eftipiable gift of wifdom* The marble 
chiiAney»piece3 of this apartment are orna« 
mcnted with fome exquifitcly fculptured 
faiftorical baiTo-relievos j and over the doors 
are fome pleafin^ imitations of bafib-relievos, 
by J, dc Wit, the artift who decorated with 
fimilar produdions the great eating«room at 
the Houfe in the Wood. 

An apartment very unworthy of their 
tranfcendent excellence^ contains a large 
pidhirc, by B. Vanderbclftt of the feaft 
given by the bi^rgomafters of Amfterdam to 
the ambafladors of Spain> on account of the 
peace of Munfter; a pacification which 
(heathed the fword that had for eighty years 
defolated the Netherlands; and a fimilar 
fubjc£l ^y Vandykej for the head of an old 
man, in which piece, the fum of ftyea 
thoufand florins was offered. I endeavoured 
to difcover fome extraordinary merit in the 
head, to juftify the price which was of- 
fered for it to be cut out, but without fuc- 

p 2 ccfs. 
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ccfs. ' I HxWlt twicQi laoii/aiiei both time& 
A vaft reppfilbryf of bBamics,- like the ftadt^ 
hou&iofvjAtmiltrdamr where then 13 mBCh 
to admire in the oobknefi )of the htiikikig^ 
and 'the ^ ekgance of .the decoratkms^ fiir^- 
ckargies the. mind :with objei^^ and the 
judgmeht^k pibportimidly wetdkeiicd lais k 
k oAzn&^dj exerai&di To ihe oirctun* 
d^ance^ tben^that myyad^eat was enfeebled 
fay. tbs '^nhiphcity of ob^ei^ vAiick had 
engaged it, is probabij to he attribiitied t&f 
n^iteing able to difcerniii Vaadyjct'si^ey* 
headed oM man the Angular eiscelteiube for 
which it id praiiedvfay;eonabi(feur$;. The 
fame apartment contains pi^ures^by Robew^ 
Otho Venins, and Jordaans: but the two 
which I have noticed are the bcft. 

The tower, orfleeple, of theiftad^boufe is 
Tifited by flrangecsy on account of tl^iCa* 
rilloi¥6^ or tnulical chimes, whi6h iteoatidn^. 
Thefe play every quarter of an- hour fi«ie 
diHerent airs ; and three times a<*week at 
noon a cariiloneur attends to play on the 
bells, for the amufcmenc of the dtizcais of 
Amflerdam. Throughout Hdiand^ the moft 

difficult 
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with ^ pf<;eii6otitdbi9t is aftonaihilig. i-lKie 
chief fa\4t«f Aftsriifpee^si ofrinlufic' iw{ time 
tljl^lgiimd df oiw xbitey for^ the ^pramt of ^dpsi 
ii cKHtlimttded Jix^th:rthtdfimpd ojpdhdtbeir i attd 
Mflffia.tlie.xlHsittn aiid ^ti^of.OFd^trt which 
oAcnthappensv.&bOFrxhi idbinplidxiij^o^ ike^ 
t1)nes*^ifftidB itbey i^day, Un iM^cjdafiit diibof d 
is^rfffdckced. i The .»lab0ar jof jsl Jcanilkhiisiir 
h {o.&wm^ that &i6qf:i)sv haBL^fOt&ffmM an 
hour, he is generally obliged taigbl^beJ; 

in.has-iinrt.. •• ^ • ^^^ ^' • f>^:.' -' ♦ 

f On the gtomid^iftcfor of the iHaidthoofe is^ 
the pri&ni <fef it^ eit^ fori clKpitffKoftadetrs, 
and ^apailtmeptB . of vdetentiDK - iciriodebtors. 
iPhe hitter: d^ tMi ambunt to thifdp|ii and 
theniHober of fcdnm Jtothk jplaici ()f MiR^ 
fuietofittt^ w tktiior^jQtigiM tb <&y df p^onf 
&4)e&Bd oifdonyil'^t non^-^f 4:bei^ ^haxl^ 
heest .trsed^ was *6v^4 I iOM hM on^^f * the 
iedoiitrioeUSf wkdehiX'|)eU0Vd^ssia^>fair fp«> 
iSnteiKof thtf refti ini.whicfa tv^opmhnti^&cf 
QOfX&aaA. .It woGtairy^- ckati^i^nfal' f^io^ 
sBBii the pedolis ^whp inhabitedvit iiecned 
. ; p 3 healthy. 



814 TOim 'VlfEOCrM 

healthy. TTiey were in irons, but thfc Weight 
of thbir .fbtteri was nbtrto be compared- with 
ibme which i have i«a in Bfigland. Obc 
of the prifoneis^fras au youth aboot twenty, 
\tiik an intelligent peiietrating countenance^r 
I have iecnrmpft.of the rules of Lavater 
reverled^ but^ could I have taken him from 
his dungeon^. I would .with traoqiiuUity and 
confidcince have commilted to hts;guardiaii« 
iliip thcicare ^^f dy {iroperty^or the fecurity 
of my perfon*. . : . - ^ , 

, I could . not * obtain:.. admiffion > into the 
chamber which contains the inftrnments of 
torture^ Theihingesof the door were not 
rufty i and 'what time has> elajpfed iince theie 
engine&x)f human oc tdeviliih ingenuity were 
u(ed (for their uie I underiland is ftiil per^ 
mitted), I could not k^rn^ To my en« 
quiries, if any ftate priibnera had been tor* 
tured.fifice the revolutipnf'L received the 
moil: pwemptory negative; a negative which 
iisemed to refoit my quefiion a^ m inMt to 
the humanity of the Dutch nation; and I 
was affured on the contrary^ that.peribntf 
fufpedtcd of crimes againit the i!i»te$ had 

bcpQ 
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been treated, at the mofi critical ^nd alarm* 
ing .{)eriods, with the utmoil teHdemefs and 
leaity. How honourable is this ^0cOunt to 
the government of Holland, when com- 
\)iafied with the tr^tme^t of.the ftate pri- 
ioncrs in JBhglfwid ! The go vernmeat of np 
country can be iuppo^d to entertain: a per- 
ibiud animolity; agaipft thieves and; feljpns, 
their, treatment^ . Ch^efbre, aloR^ft iRVwi- 
^ably proceeds from circumftances for which 
.the .executive power cannot be. praifed 
or cenfured; but if the' executive powier, 
where ififelf is intimately conc<^riied> pro- 
ceeds againft individuals, fufpeded of ftate 
^d^imes with inordinate icverity;! rigour^ aod 
^t^fhneis, incarcerating them iii. noxious 
'^ cells, iecluding them from all interoourfe 
;^Vfithr their friends, and treating their well* 
fbtitided remop%ances with isii^leqce (the 
ji^olence of office and authority a£ling ille« 
. g»Uy), it may readily and with certainly 
b^ concluded, th^t fuch meafures are p^;* 
.i^aed^ not tg anfwer the ends of public juftic^, 
. bjut to gratify ff^ij^l refentmo^^tSjc or party 
.tptmoj^ties,- ,r,ji ^,:/- , . 1,,,^-^ v" . ^ 

9 ^ The 
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The dcbtort* apartments wwe Icfe ntdt 
' and ordferly than the felonsi atid I felt a dtf. 
agreeable finell of gin and tobacco^ The 
men were dirty in their peribns^ aisd ex- 
tremdy clamorous for charity • What tbeir 
allowance was from their creditors I could 
not precifcly learn, it varj^ing according to 
• circumftances i but I underftood it was an al- 
lowance in money, and as the rates were 
fo^d when all the articles o^ life were, much 
cheaper -than they at prefent are, -the debtors 
find it a very inadequate fiippdrt. 

Tke fmall number of prifoncrs for debt in 

Amjfterdam is the happy refult of the excdi* 

Jentlaws of Holland refpe^ing creditors askl 

debtotis^ No perfon can be arretted for debt 

^"Who has not been regularly fommoned three 

ilmts^ with the interval of fourteen* daytf 

between eaeli fummeris ; and iix^ weeks fuiv 

•ther muft elapfe from the laft official nbti- 

icaftion and demand of the debt, before tKe 

'Ci'editoris' permitted to arreft, or feize ffte 

effeafe of, the infolvent - perfoh. 'By tiis 

Jnd«lgfcnfe-mode of procedure, detttoh itie 

generally enabled either fully to fettlfc tfttSr 

^ *- . affairs^ 
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td^lrs^^ >or liberally to cbmproraife with their 
creditors, fo that, few ari ftat to prison on 
mccount.of the embarraffixientt)f their cir^- 
tmrniiaooes; . .' 

A man may not be irceftcd'^ia his own 
jhouie in Holland, or even ftanding at the 
door of It, though all the previous citations 
ihbtfld have been madej; and fhould his vi^ife 
be lying-in, he is humanely, privileged, 
during the period of her illnefs, to go abroad 
'Without any n^oleilatioa* from his creditors 
or bailiffi^ 

. There are feme exceptions to thele be- 
tievdent rules, regarding bills of exchange*! 
^ebt$ due to the governmeht, as taxes* du- 
ties, cfr fines ; and houfe-rent, when the 
arrears exceed ' four .^uartel^. it appear^ 
•howeve*, from thefmaH^inwiiber of debtors 
tronfirited in Amfterdam, that in few cafes 
•tfrelhfe'laws agoittft hifblvent perfons very 
rigdrotffty applied. An inferior court, com-* 
pofed of intelligent and upright citizens, haj 
a power to determine fmall claims ; and by 
-means 6f this tfibunail much expenfivc litlga-. 
iiao isr preveatedt Its decifioiis 4re abfolute, 

and 
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and they are meircifui'and equitable/ It 
would be found, I beUeve, on examination^ 
that nearly one third of the amount of the 
fums for which perfons are confined in the 
various prifons of England, has arifcn from 
the dreadful e;s:pence of law proceedings ; — an 
evil of deftruftive magnitude, which the wife 
policy of the Dutch has carefully guardcid 
agairift, 

. The number of crirnihals in the prifon of 

the ftadthoufe of Amfterdam, forms a pleaf- 

ing panegyric on the morals of the inhabi* 

"tants of that great city, or tlie vigilance of 

;the police* Since this year ninety-fix, a pe^ 

riod of/the greateft national calamity, which 

chas been moft feverely felt by th^ lower 

^orders of fociety, only three criminals have 

ifufFered by the h»nd (^ the executiooec* 

;The yearly average :of executions for Lonr 

don ftud Middlefex ex;C?eds fprty.*; a lar 

^ : mentablia 



^ ^ .Froxn December i^j, to DecexKMbcr. 97M (irM» 

H(Jw2urd*s Works, vol. 2*.}, the number oi executions 

*m LMdon^imd AGfidlefex amounted to 344, whiA 

l:,^ jives 
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inentable proof of tl^e^fanguinary fpirit of 
the Englifh law$» or -the dilibtute manners 
of the nation. In Ibmc of the United Pco^* 
vinces^ the barbarous fpe6lacle of a public 
execution has not occurred within a century; 
and the average of cnalefaflors who in that 
period have fuffef ed at Amfterdam, is lefs 
than one viftima year devoted to appiafe 
the indignation * of offended laws. How 
amiable ahd enligfitened is this policy, coixi-i 
pared with the profufe Wafte of hu»aa life 
by the Englifli cotrts of juftice ! At different 
timfes, the Britifli legifl^ture has deliberately 
pronounced 6ni$--b¥ndre4 and fixty criipes 



ghrcs an average of about fixty^fivc perfons yearly fuffcr- 
ing by the hand of the executioner. The Average of 
the twelve preceding yearsgiyes thirty-niae' convi&s an- 
traally iiat^ged. If the: amouat be taken for feventeen 
years, from 1771 to 1788, the average 19 rather more 
thspt fdrty-fiveu executiona a yew. Since that period the 
aumber of perfons annually h^inged may fafely Jbe averaged 
at forty. The war, by furniihing ^ number of turbulent, 
tU-difpofedj or nccei&tous perfpns, with employmi6nt in 
At amy or navy, hat ibridyod the yearly labours of the 
fuMU^MnHiMar^ 

to 



.<^ 
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to be worthy.iif tl|jJij^if»fl|ipeat of d^l^ *, 
It may fafcly be gffii^vie^ ||iat fo ^ngumary 
a code dois not di%race,jt|ie infUtutio£i& of 
any other nation or periods •: 

On the grbund^fioof of th^ ftadthoixle al& 
are the ftrong apanmi^ts which forn^eriy 
contained the iipni^ienfi; fr^^r^ pf«the bank 
t)f AmfterdanOy and.the ol^e^for coadit^king 
the concerns of that Qpi|l^nt eftablifiimeql« 
I fhall hereafter more pasticulafly notice the 
bank of AmUcrd^m, apd[ its cm^ftifm ta 
fuyU its enfgagemenit with its creditors, when 
the French became mafters of Hollaqd^ and 
dilcovered to the 'worlds the pecuniary re* 
fources of this celebrated commercial in/H- 
tution. A fniall humBer of cteflcs'afe ffilt 



* Sudi ^9 the eftiJhate ofaBIackftdne, a^maft by m 
means difpofea t^-r^rdtet the.Jtwsi oftEfl^^adicLiliia 
unfavourabte Eghtt in 17^ <Sipce that period^ fcarody 
% felSiotisridF p^rlia'mien^has iDatti'held^ in which the pil» 
jniihment'cf ^deathvhas not -be^ ena^Bbed s^ai^ofttee^ 
whidi/b^fofe^ a figfifttfr pyiiMimetit[ wstsdioug^t ijfficiefit 
to coercie. The ntimber hfl|i ^thelM&ue bcei^ sbiiH^ 
crea&^/an^'it.i^-gXeMlyIjtq.«htuf6Mied dx^.not^. 
two hundred crimes are enrolled on< 



employed 
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«m(^yed in th^e offices of the bank, to re« 
ceive' tiie volufniaous.clajims of i^g^. creditors. 
On the reiteration af peace, its advantages 
to the mercantile world will prph^iWy ca,tife 
rtt^ with proper modiijcatio^^ to be re- 
^iycd^, aod u«4pr kmpA and upright direciP 
tion, it m^y again b^coiqe an ai^fi^),an4 ^^ 
'^e^labte inftitution. 

Th/e 6xtern«tl a[^eAraiice of the i^t\fm^ 
is noblQ a^nd gr^nd ; and certainly it is Jy;i 
4:vpry refpeft >pr.thy of tfee of ufepfr cij|, 
fbr the accorxwrnodfttion of whidh it w^ '^ 
ereiftcd. The entrancfc, by Jfevieji {hpaU gate§> 
has. been cenfurcd sts mestn forJlpjea^gn^ 
ficent a buildings and undoi4>tedly an oLq-^ 
^%nt portal would have been more conge- 
nial XQ the architcifture of the whole, B«t 
.Jiiere fccurity was preferred to b^uty. Tt|e 
burgomafters who fuperintendcd tlic bviU^ 
wg of the ftadthoui^, confideriflg that the 
trcafures of the bamkt. tiic archives of the 
city, and the documents of the pubHc. jof- 
fices^ would be lod^d in it; and koovring 

the turbulence and inft^bilitsr of li» popv* 

lace 
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iaccof Amfterdam; thought that fcvcn fmall 
gates conW be mof c eafily defended than a 
large dnc^ if, in cafe of a popular fedition, 
the mob attacked the ftadthoufe with a view 
to plunder its treafures, or by the deftniftion 
of the records which it contained, to involve 
the country in ruin and confufioni 

The top of the ftadthoufe is ornamented 
with feveral noble ftatues, one of which, a 
coloflal figure of Atlas, with a copper 
'globe of immenfe fize on his fhoulders, fe 
of retnarkably fine execution. The attitude 
of the figure is ftriking, and the whole 
conception of the piece grand. It may not 
be improper in this place to mention, that 
the fineft pieces of fculpture which orna- 
nient- the ftadthoufe of Amfterdam, are 
from the chifTel of Artus Quellinus, a fta* 
tuary of Antwerp, a city more eminent for 
the celebrated artifts which it has produced, 
than for the riches and commerce which it 
formerly enjoyed. 

In the fquare before the ftadthoufe, is ele- 
vateii 00 a pole, or rather maft, almoft an 

hundred 
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Kundred feet liigh, the hat of Batavian li^ 
bctty. The maft is paint^ with the nai 
Uonal colours^ red^ white> and blue ; and 
towards thetop it is cknamentcd with artifi- 
cial foliage of the palm-tree. The bafe of 
the pole altumes fomewhat the form of a 
column, and figures, painted on boards, of 
Liberty, Juftice, Independence, &c. are at- 
tached to it. As ia other places of Holland, 
the tree of liberty was found not to flourifli 
here, and therefore it was thought naceifaryt 
to rear a mail, confpicuoufly to dilplay the 
emblem of Dutch freedom. 

The fpace before the ftadthoufe, or the 
dam a^ it is called, is difgraced with a mean 
credion, the cuftom-houfe of the city. It 
is a fmall, miferable building, and furnifhes 
a granger, who has feen the fpacious and 
magnificent edifices for the colle6lion of re^ 
venue ip London, with very huniblc ideas 
of the commerce of Amfterdam. There was 
not a throng of perfons about it, though at a 
time of the day whea buiinefs is ufually 
traafa&ed : but I faw a confiderable quantity 
q{ merchandifei which was brought to ba 

examined, 
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examined^ and wjci^td. I (hovld mtntioa 
that this is the principal but .there ar^ tw9 
more cuftomrhoufes ia Amfterdamt at cooi^ 
veniciQt diilwic€«^ ffiir -the ^iciUty cff trade. 
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Streets of Ainfter dam. —Canals. — Shopkeepers. — ' 
Begging prohibited in Amjierdam. — A Rifle 
pedlar hot/.— The Exchange. —A literary fociety^ 
tht Felix Mentis. — Extbit of Amfterdam.— 
Ifiimbtr of houfes.^— Population. — Police. — 
iVutchmcn^^^Fire centi?rels.r^City militia.'^ 
!She Rqfp^houfe of ,Amfterdam.~Lahour of 

' tfie crimimt^ confined in\ it— Expedient for- . 
merly u/hd to oblige refractory criminals to 
work.^General appearance of theprifoners.-- 
Terms of confinement. ---Account of a man 
fentenced to perpetual imprifonment.— Exemp- 
tion from labour to be purcha fed.— Figure over 
the gate of theRafp-houfc—The Spin-houfe or 
Bridewell for women. — Licenfed brothels of 

" Amfterdam. 

TAmfterdam, 1800. 
HE ftreets of AmfterHam are not to be 
compared for neatnefs or cleanllnefs with 
thofe of Leyden or Hacrlem. With the 

<L exception 
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exception of a few ftrcets in the beft quaf« 
ter of the town, they are in general ex- 
tremely dirty, and tliQ canals abound with pu- 
trid ofFals of every defcription. During the 
heats of fummer, the noxious effluvia which 
proceed from the ftagnate waters of the ca- 
nals, corrupted with the moft ofTenfive ani- 
mal and vegetable fubilances^ muft be highly 
pernicious to the health, and deftni(3ive of 
the comforts, of the inhabitants of thi^ city. 
To purify the canals, there are ^eded at the 
extremities of the town, mills to pump out 
the foul/ water, and caufe the ftagnate pools 
to circulate* Every day the gates and fluices 
are opened, and a number of barges are em- 
ployed to coUeft the dirt that floats, on the 
furfaceofthe canals, or raife the mud from 
the bottom. Thefe boats, when they arc 
full, tranfport their cargoes to Brabant, and 
the price which is given there for the ma* 
nure defrays the cxpence of the voyage. 

Notwithfianding all the care that is taken 
to cleaiife the canals of Anafterdam, they drfe 
moft difguftingly impure. In moft <^f them 
are to be feen the offals of fiaugbter-^houfes, 

putriiied 
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putrifkd &(hj aiid the refiife of the vege- 
table marl^ets. Dead dogs and cats flo^t 
about without number, and in one canal I 
iaw a horfe in a horrid ftate qf corruption. 
The water of the canals is generally a yard 
below the pavement of the flreet, and about 
.eight or nine feet deep, with perhaps a yard 
of ibft mud at the bottom^ fo that when an 
animal or a man tumbles in, unlefs aflKlance 
is at handy his deftiny is fingularly. fortunate 
if he efcapes drowning. The brink of very 
few of the canals is guarded with rails or a 
chain^ but there are a fufficient number of 
lamps, at convenient diftances, to fhow the 
proximity of the canals in the'darkeft nights; 
and as ilrangers are cautious how they walk, 
ftofSL a proper fenfe of danger, and the inha- 
bitants of the town are well acquainted 
l¥ith thie Situation of the canals, few accidents 

QCCWl. 

The flxcets of Amfterdam, and indeed of 
all Holland, lave no path for the exclufive 
accommodation of footpafTengers, as in £ng^ 
land. Flag-ftones, the beft kind of pave- 
ment :for thia purpofe, afe not to be cx^ 

<t2 pcaed 
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pe6ted in a country where there are no qtiaf^ 

ries (though if I recplle<a: right London is 
principally paved with ftones from Scotland), 
but fome attention fliould furely be paid to 
the fecurity and comforts of the multi- 
tude. The ftreets of Amfterdam are paved 
with bricks; and in the trading part of the 
town are as dirty as Wapping or Thames- 
ftreet. • 

Contrary to the practice of fhopkeepers in 
England, the traders of Amfterdam make no 
oftentatious difplay of their commodities in 
the windows of their fhops, and indeed they 
are generally unfit for exhibitions of that na- 
ture. A few of the coarfcft articles which 
they fell, and leaft likely to be damaged by 
expofure are placed with little regularity or 
attention in their windows, and barely fervc 
to announce the nature of their dealings. 
We found in the (hops which we had occa- 
fion to vifit, the men polite and intelligent ; 
if they could not fpeak Englifh or French^ 
which frequently happened, we rarely ha3 
much difficulty in making them unJerftand 
what we wanted, and they never in the leaft 

impofcd 
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iwipdre'd upon us becaufe we were foreigners, 
or unacquainted with the value of the ar- 
ticles whieh we purchafed. I cannot, bqw^ 
ever, corhmend the female ihopkeers with 
Vhcfm we had dealings, either for civility, 
intelligence, or honefty : when the difficulty 
\ff' making known our , wants to thern was 
iubdued, which often was a violent exercife 
of. .patience and ingenuity, we were^ repulfed 
'by the exorbitance of their charges. ; A ft- 
' male 'fhopkeeper afked me for a ftrM hix& 
^flSon^partc, which on the recomm^udation 
'bf Oeneral d'Henifd^le as a faithful like.- 
nefe: I was defirous .to .pUEchafe,- fixteen 
florirts^ being perfuaded that her demand 
~>wa^ unreafonabk,^' i ifftnt d]fc.wh?x6il;;a:hd 
"purchafed- at a fhop, not under female:. ma> 
nagemerft, a fimilari cail at a reduKflion ;qf 
price little Ihort of : ten florins.~, lioleis ilie 
ivas accompanied by fome Dutch kdyi' had 
equal reafon to complaia 'of i the merchande 
des modes. Thefe bad qu'ali;ties ih Dutch 
*romen who keep fhops, i whicK h record 
with.grfeat rektaaace, probably protceed/rprji 
j^xccik dcf(?ias in :dicir educations, and ^ 
^\' c. ; 0^ 2 fubordiiiate 
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fubordinate rank, corrupting their mindss and 
weakening their feelings of moral equity, to 
which women are condemned in Holland, 
and I may add, in fcven eighths of the world. 
Begging is fo rigoroufly prohibited in the 
ilreets of Amfterdam, that, ftridly fpeaking, 
not a mendicant is to be fcen. A number of 
poor wretches., however, arc to be found in 
the moft frequented ftreets, who carry with 
them cheap toys for fale, and they loudly 
entreat paffengers for charity (ake and chril^ 
tian compaflion to. purchafe fbme of their 
little articles. A little pedlar boy of this 
defcription, not feven years > of age, a&ed 
n^ in three difFetent languages ' (Fr6ich, 
Englifh, and Dutch) to become a purchafer 
of his wares ; and if the phyfiognomy idf die 
yoDthful linguift was to be relied on as a 
proof of his cxtraftioni a competent ac- 
quaintance with the Heibmw tongue might 
be added to his acquiiitionjS in modern dia- 
leds. Knowledge fa premature was not 
likely to be exten^ve. r His acqiiirements in 
Englifh and French were barely iirfficie»t 
to tecommend his coniimodities, and pi- 

,teoufly 
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lepttfly td ftate his claims on bencvplence. 
Ujs inilr^iftions h^ the art of folicitipg cha- 
rity liadi howeye^^ been ample, ^ud he had 
digefted his lelTppjSwith a fagapityandacute-^ 
xiifs vaftly fuperior to his years. It may 
readily be believed, I did not turn a deaf 
ear to the ent^ejities of a child, clad in th^ 
habiliments of want and mifpry, thus lint 
gularly endowed; and from » grateful fpi-r 
rit, or perhaps to. ihow himfelf itiafter of 
his profeflion (which fuppofition I wduld 
rather adopt), prayers for my welfjire • wcr^ 
paired tP He;*yen through thie c}}A}n<^ and 
trtjculate siediuni of tbr^e fepay^tf lawt 

Tht aflbciation of ideas wbep I wfs courr 
¥exffog with this little urchin, brought to 
my;, mirid 4he ftory of Prinpe Maurice of 
Qcanget and thp parrot tbat converfed witlf 
i^im.in the Braj5il$, as it is fqt4;by,Sir 
WiJUajw Temple, and adoptedf lyith^acre^ 
dulity worthy of the goffiping .bij(hpp of 
Sanim, Dr. Burnei^, by Locke in hiis EiTay 
conoei-m^g Huniah Underftandingt : 

At the Hague, and Rotterdtra, where 

<^4 *^y 
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they are permitted, I have met witS* beggars 
who could aflc chai ity in the Frtncb and 
Englifh tongues,- as well as their native hxh 
guage ; but they were perfons advanced in 
life, and confequently my wonder was di- 
ftiinifhed. I muft here remark, that through- 
out the towns of Holland which I have 
feen, none of thofe fqualid and difgufting 
objeds obtrude themfelves on the compaf- 
fion of the public, which are to be met with, 
and offend the eye, in -the ftrcets and on the 
highways of England- * In the great cities of 
Mdlland there are^ muiiificcnt foundati^ 
for the. reception of all kinds of lazars, where 
their treatment is tender, and their mainte*- 
nance comfortable. -- 

Notwithftandihg th€ decayed ftate of the 
commerce of Amfterdaip, at the ' hoxrrs of 
bufinefs the exchange is filled tvith nnter- 
chants and traders. It is a fmaller building 
than the Royal Exchange of London, and 
lefs neat and coqnimodious* Like the Ex- 
change of Rotterdam, it fcrvcs alfo as a:ren« 
dezvous for the militia of the city^ who af^ 
fcmble once a week to be exercifed it the 

ufe 
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Mfe of arftis. ^It can only be the force <^ 
habit,* now that their trade is nfearly extindl:^ 
"vv^hicb leads the merchants of Amfterdam to 
aflcmble as ufual on* their exchange. Thf 
hours of bufincfs are from twelve to two; 
and the exchange then exhibits a lingular 
affemblage of men of various naticms dreffed 
in the peculiar habits of their countries, and 
to appearance all ardently engaged in one 
common ' parfuit--^thc accumulation of 
mtfncy. * .; 

I baften with pleafore from a Iccne. whcnc 
theenergies of the human mind'are di%?"acei 
^Uy employed, to mention^ an inflitutioti 
honourable to the citizens of Amftcrdamii 
and adva^t^eous to fcience. . < 

In ifjf-3, Ibciety^ compofed of fiarty opu- 
lent smd enlightened individuals^ was formr 
ed at Amfterdam. for the laudable, pur pofe 
of promoting knowledge and the elegant 
arts. In the profccution of their defigns, 
the fociety experienced at firft much oppo- 
iicaoa from the ftadtholderian party, the or- 
thodox, clergy of Holland, and the frugal 
jner chants of the old fchool, who regarded 

as 



as dangerous inqdv^ti^m ^U purfi)4(s wbjc|i 

^wctc not imna€4iatel3r and diftUi^^y cpo- 

ne£ted with m^§, Notwithftm^ing thp 

dilidvantages agsieft which the ibciety. hfi4 

to ftruggk, from thi? powerful cppbinatipfli 

wiimatcd. by |>»litical: ranfi<?Ur, > religious 

fears, and inveteraito:prieji)diees^itr$^0O4itioii 

ibon became more flaurilhirtg tb»© thSrRPpft 

iangmiic hopes of its pfojeft^rshwl kd th^n^ 

to expeia. lu a flioH .timi: th^ guilds f>f -rthc 

inftitution amounted to a million florins, and 

a noble .edifice was built for ite yfe ift QHf of 

the principal ftrcets of Amftcfdarn* Tbip 

building, wai opened for pybli« S»ftr^6^ipn, 

with a fuitabk difcourfe by IV<rffi/£)r Vao 

Swihdcn, the firil of November, 1.788, : : 

The title) whic][i thi^ fociety .h^ir^dQptcd 
is FeJix.Me^isy implying perha^ thi? hap- 
pinefs vc^hich refults to the humaU. fpecbs 
from thft fuccefsful cultivation of. fidwce ; 
and the mimber of its.mem|)ers is increafed 
from forty to upwards of twelve huodrci 
The refeftrchps of this fbcietyare co»prer 
hended under five general heads^ - Eisyfrfics, 
which embrace natural hillory, medicine, 

and 



and cheauftry;ji;QtQQierce» which, ipchji^s 
whatever relates tonavigatiopt, agricultwrc, 
ormanufa^teres ; the imitative arts, ^iat* 
ing and fculptkre ; mufic ; aad laftJy, lUt^i^ 
Wre. 

- Each of theie ckiTes is furnilhed \v(th aa 

apartment for its excluiive ui^^ and pwp^t 

inftraments for cxpcrimcots^'jor ip iaqilitstt* 

the GOmmuhication ' of knowledge. The 

chamber of phyfics. contains a' ijnali ipyicqm 

of natural hiftory, and ibme anflftomical pre^ 

pairations; Thcii'.'arnangemc^t i$ i^^at iind 

icientific^ - In the , hall of eoram^r^e afe 

<i^rioi3s modeb pf ufcful irLvqn«|^io^y;; T^e 

tiiufic room* is adna^irfed for the ; happy ,difpa- 

fition of its orcbeftra, but in .what its prcja- 

JSar tocrit' confifts Icould not pqf fe6}:Jy J[car;n, 

nor had i.an opportunity )of ji^dgif^gy as we 

were unfortunately pj-e vented by aiv^wgagp- 

tnent from attending the -concert, whiQb lia 

weekly held at thisr room. Inth^ apartment 

&cred to • literature is a good Q0jl^<3;w>n of 

books: the ledurer's pulpit of mahogany is 

ornamen ted with cafviags emblematical of 

Jearning, of tbc moft beautiftil execution. 

■ ■'' \" - ^- '• • The 
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The hall of pointing afforded us no-favour* 
able ideas of the prefent ftate of tl»t art m 
Hdiland. It contained only two piSureg) 
one oft which was the frojit eteyation vf ^ 
tuilding, the other a group of ftudents (^&j 
traits) attending to the kdure ^of a prtfcf^r. 
There were^ however, a tolerable ^ffemblagfr 
of cafts from the antique, for the inftrfi^^lwrt 
of young painters,: and I was told that feveraj 
pupils of refpeftable promife; attended iln)^ , 
^iily to profit by them/ ^ , - i ^ 

From the top of the building we had:i| 
good profpe6l of thei^city: of ^AmAefdai»« 
The day was remarkably finfe,r:wj5icb:,-j» 
rather unufud "at Amfterdam *in theinaontb 
of November, and as .the town is .built lOftii 
perfe6Uevel, we enjoyed from oureieyaUpii 
a complete view of it;f Tq . alliapq)eai'fincei 
the capital of Holland docs.irot cover one 
third of the-lpace of ground which is occu^ 
pied by the buildings of London, Weftroin^ 
fler, and Southwairk*i Many of the ftreetsi 
• . however, 



. . * !• m^an ouly th^ conncftcd buildings of London, 
^cftminftcr, and Southwark, and do a©t take into my 

ftimate 
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howeVer, through which caiials do not run> 
are narrow/ . and ' there ^re no' extenf^vA 
iqilares, fo that the number of houfes id 
Ainfterdam, for the fpacc of ground oa 
wbidh it ftands, is great. The appearance 
€>f the ftadthoufe from, the top of the Felix 
Meritis (for the name* of the fociety is given 
to the houfe where it ' holds its. fittings, arid 
ififcribed in Jarge letters of gold ori tEe 
front) is. noble i but the churches and other 
■jp*blic ^buiidyigs of the city are hot much 
to be commended either for elegande or 

grandtur. . l 

According to an actjurate eftimite made 
in 1783, thef number of houfta in Aitafto'daal' 
amounted to thirty thoufahd feven hundred 
and fifty, and it was then fuppofed to receive 
a yearly increafe of fifty dwellings. \ The 
calamitous circumftances of the times, fincc 
that period, have not prevented the ere8:iott 
of'n'ew building? to; a, greater amount an- 



ciiimate the eitenfive villages, which within a few yearj^ 
tO' the depopuk^n of the country, hare been created in 
diC;vilMityoftheBritil]^in;c!^ : 

, . . w nually 
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nually than that which I have fiated, and 
therefore it is probable that the number of 
habitations in Amfterdam eitceeds rather 
than otherwife thirty-two tbouiand houfes» 
This, at an average of feven and a half per« 
ions to each houfe, which has been uied by 
eminent calculators to eilimate die popidation 
of Lc»>don» and may with confidence be ap^ 
plied to Amderdam^ where the houiib^ in 
general are fpacions and lofty^ and accom* 
modate three or four families, makes tbt 
number of inhabitants in the Dtitcb metro« 
polis to amount to two hundred and forty 
thoufaxid peribns. The Grangers who re« 
ibrt to Amfterdam are not included in this 
calculation, but they cannot with probability 
be eftimated at leis than ten thoufand ; fo 
that it may fafely be concluded, two hundred 
mnd fifty thoufand fouls inhabit this great 
city. 

With a population fb large, CMnp6ffed ^ 
various nations and languages, where the 

extremes of opulence and mifery are to be 

t. 

ifound, it is to beilow the hig^eil praife oa 
the difciplinc, regtdarity, and good order of 

Amflerdam, 
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Amflerdam, on the excellence 'of its, munici-i 

pal inftitutions, and /the humanity of thq 

law* by which it is governed, limply ,to ret 

p^t, what I -before mentioned, that not 

more than one criminal a year, in this great 

city, fuffd^s by. the hapd of the public cye-j 

Qutioner, and the number of pcrfons confiij-? 

ed in pri^fon for inlblveiicy rarely exceeds 

tWrCy^. 

The police of Amfterdam remains ahiwft 

the faixie, as it was before the revolution. 



* Cblquhoun {in his Treatife on the Police of tl^ 
Bntifh Metropolis, edit. 4th* p. 393) eftimates the num- 
ber of perfons who are annually arrefted in Middltfet 
^one at betwedii fix and fe^en thouiand. He does not 
give us the number of debtors confined in London, but 
dn an average I believe they exceed eight hundred. For 
the liondur of the Britifh metropolis, I hope, -and am 
inoft firmly, pexfuaded, that mgny of the. ftatemex^ts of thiii 
' writer are unfounded or exaggerated. In a cafe where 
eafy and correal information might be obtained (as the 
tontial number df arrefts 4n Middlefex) I (hoiild liowt- 
ev^ /fuppofe his authority was to be relied upon; but 
where his calculations are built upon conjedure, he 
iweUs his catalogues of the vicious or unfortunate to a 
txijOrcU^ extent* 



except 
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except that the names of the magiftfatei 
are changed for modern republican appella- 
tions ; and certainly to have attempteid any 
alterations of magnitude in a lyftem ^which 
fo efFcftually provided for the Iccurity of the 
public, by prote6ling the peaceful, and co- 
ercing the criminal, would have been dan- 
gcroufly prefumptuous. The watchmen of 
the night are not, as in London, dccrepid 
infirm old men, but ftout vigorous fellows, 
who conftantly walk two together, the more 
jreadily to apprehend offenders, or to report 
any negligence in each other's condu61:, or 
breach gf truft. Thefe men are armed with 
a fword, and a ftick like a conftable's ftafF 
with a hook at the end of it. They are, 
however, feverely prohibited, unlcfs in cafes 
of obftinate and dangerous refiftance, to ufc 
their fwords, and I conjcdure it feldom 
happens that their ftafFs are not found fuffi- 
cient weapons of terror and o^ence. They 
alfo carry with them a wooden clapper, with 
which they make a fearful noife during the 
whole of the night, to fliew^ that.they.arc 
attentive to their duty ; and if any difturbance 

happens 



, r happens which njakes it necefl^y ^9^^y^ ^ 
alarm, this inftrument ris. ufcd to QaU ^ffif^- 
ancCi ^ . /'• , •' r . r , • 

. . ; To pre\j;ent the,tniichiefs.of fire^, and ^ 
other ufefi>l .purpofesy fei^tiijiels ^re. nightjy 
placed 0131 tl^e.fteeples aacjjpo^ 
of the- city, who f9ii»d.,^he.balf hoj^xf 5, with, a 
trumpet, and if a houfe is'difcoyejjBd. to be 
oafire, give^an alarm> which is looti fpread 
over the city^ by hanging put a large lanteijn 
from the fide where the .conflagration is per- 
ceived. Fires iydom ^o.,pauph damagp in 
Amfterdaix^,. frorii .the abundapt fupply. of 
water which is every- where to be obtained, 
and the celerity with which an alarm is 
given i^nd affiftance reqeived. In. addition ' 
to the watchnoiea and fire fentinels, four 
companies of the city militia mount guard 

• nigh.tly . in Anafterdam, The city militia is 
divided : into five battalions of twelve <:pm- 
panies eachy ,fo. that the rptation of duty 

^ comes in fifteen days. Before the revolution, 
siny perfonwho chofe to provide a fubftitutj?, 

'which could be done at a reafbnable price, 
was exempt: from, fprving ia this corps ; 

R but 
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but fincc the overthrow of ariftocricy, ^e 
wcaithieft individuals, as well as the ptiorcft, 
hive been obliged to contribute their fer* 
vices to the general feciirity. This re^ula* 
tion iaS not affefted fo inlny as tid^t Be 
iuppofed s fof , before it was in fbrcci ava-» 
ricci which reigns in Amftefdam in its moft 
dilgullihg fbrins, induced many rdther to 
icrve pcfforially in the militia, than be it 
the expence o^ furnifliing a fiibftitute ; arid 
fome wealthy and refpedtable individuals of 
IftLtfiotic feelings, from public fpirit and a 
right fcnfe of theif duty, enrolled themfelvcs 
in this ufeful body. 

Thefe diflferent guards abundantly prd- 
vide for the nightly fecurity of Amfterdam, 
and are the means of preventing many depre- 
dations and atrocities. 

The Rafp-houfe and Spin-houfe, plaees of 
confinement for the reformation and Correc- 
tion of male and female o^Fenders, are open 
to every one's infpedUon, on the payment 
of an inconfiderable fee for admifHon *i 

* T#o ftirers, of about tHro petfcc. 

which 
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irfiich goes to the emolument of the keeper 

bS the prifbn. In the Rafp-houfe, the em- 

jploymeiit of the priforiers is to faw or rafp 

Tog-wobd and otheV woo^ for the dyers ; 

afid the quantity of labour daily required of 

&em amounts to fifty pQunds of rafpings; 

tvhicHi if the riieri are ftroh^ and diligent^ 

tiicy complete early in the aftefilodn* The 

Rafp-houfe is ^ qu^f angular building, thred 

ftbries higli, with a court-ySrd in the middlej 

which I found extremely dirty, and much 

incommoded with i^iles of wood^ It cfontaihs 

tfnly men ptifbncrs, and the number of per- 

fons hi cctafinement did not exceed feventy^. 

THe moil atrocious criminals zft confined 

tm the ground-floor, two in a ceU^ with an 

6pen window guarded with iron bars, wherei 

they fleep and workj and nctwithftanding 

the laboui" they had to perform, they were 

in general heavily ftttered. All the mcrf 

forked without their fhirts, and I obferved 

that ibme of thtif backs were marked with 

ftripes, which had been infli6ted with no 

(paring hand. When I fay that their labours 

are concluded early tn the afternoon^ I do 

* i not 
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not mean thcocc to infinuate that their work is 
light : the contrary is the c^fe. But the pri- 
foners work hard in the early part of the day, 
in order toprocure themfelves in the afternpoa 
an intermiffion from toil. Formerly, thoie 
who would not work were confined in att 
apartment into which water was cauied to 
flow in fuch quantities, that inceflTapt pump- 
ing was neceflary to preferve the perfons (b 
Ihut up from drowning ; ,and. they thereby 
became reconciled to the lefs perilous and 
difagreeable labour of rafping wood. But 
this barbarous mode of obliging criminals to 
work has been difcontinued, fince an un« 
happy wretch, driven to defperation by his 4 
fituation, permitted the water to overflow 
him, and was drowned; Corporal pmuih- 
ment, folitary. confinement, and abridgpmeat 
of food, are the methods which are now 
ufed tQ fubdue the refradtory ; and I fear 
they are exercifed with a rigour which 
never fails fpecdily to produce the inteiidcd 
eflfea:. 

The prifoners in general appeared ema* 
ciated through confinement, unwholefome 

air. 
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air, fcanty diet, harfh treatment, and fevere 
labour. Their cells were extremely dirty, 
and their bedding, fcamen*s hammocks, in a 
tniferable condition. 

The length of their confinement varies 
according^ to the complexion 6f their crimes, 
from one month to five years ; or in cafes of 
, peculiar atrocity, and hardeneid offenders, the 
period of imprifonment is extended to feven, 
fourteen, or more years; and fometimes, 
though it rarely happens, a criminal is fen- 
teheed to confinement here for life. 
- t)Fthi8 laft defeription of prifoners, the 
Raip-houfe contained only one* The moral 
turpitude of this man^s crime was great ; 
but, reafoning from human principles and 
Veakriefs, I am inclined to fufpeft the ri- 
gour of his punifliment exceeded the mea- 
Jiire of his oflince. He was once a mer- 
chant of charadter and reputation, and guar- 
Qisih of the funds for the maintenance and 
relief of orphans in the city of Amfterdam. 
*tn. this office he betrayed his trufl, and fem- 
bcziled- the fum of fixty thoufand florins. 
His pfFence was difcovered ; a profecution 

R 3 was 
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was ifiilitutei ^g^ux^ l^iniy and^ fiygj^kcii^ 
clearly proved^ he w^^ for th)s t^rcach of 
congdence, (o tl^(; general latis£Li^n of tfa$ 
public, conden^ned to perpetiui^^ im]iriib&* 
ment. In £ng]an4 his crime would hsiy^ 
amountecl to qo mpre than a felonjpv wii^^ 
the henefit of c|ef gy^^ puniihahlc vin|h trac^^ 
pprtation or ifiipriroiiment for a <ie^i»t^ 
ferm of ycafSf The yiol^tipn of a teuft 
which fhoi4d h^Y^ be<&n %Id peculiarly ia^ 
Cired^ was certainly a nvorsd aggrayatioa of 
his guilt i but it ihould have beefi coi^dercdt 
thai in pfopoftion as caiifideoce was repo&d 
|n him^ fo were his temptations to abufe that 
confidence increafed j and thf^t cjrcumihiQce) 
lyhicji* on a defultory yiew c£ the fubj«£t, 
ibems to ma^ify the crime* ^1 on co<4 
reflexion be found inoft eflentially to dimi- 
niih itt The countenaqce of this plunderer 
pf the fuftenance of orphans i^as .that of a 
yery ordinafy villain^ He was at larg^ in 
^ court-yard^ without if^ns, and did not 
feemmuch depreifed by his iituatiQn> thcwgh 
his fellow* prifoners treated him as a criminal 
whofe guilt fo flagrantly furpafled theirs^ 

that 



i 
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that they pointbd hito out to me, thmugh 
the medium of the vakt de place, who 
afted the part of an ifttetpreter, as a wretoh 
defdrWag the ftrongeft execration^ 
' Manyoftheprifooers in the R^^houfe 
wef e not at work } and I learnt that this tx-^ 
emption from kbour vf^fi to be purchafed. 
On the whoki I was gr^tly dif^ppointed in 
^his prifoQ. The Rafp-houfe oi Amfterdam 
had been mentioned tp me, by ff veral per- 
sons in Hollands as an almoft pepf^dt model 
fpr a houfe of corredioa ; and I had read in 
variolas bqcjcs, relative to the United Pro* 
V'inces, » f^VQur^ble Recount ef i\. Bat in 
^vefy particular my escpedatioQS were de^ 
ceived« The pla^e was dirtyi and its di£» 
<xtpline cruel. Thofe indeed who could ,af- / 
ford to bribe the humanity o£ the kcepef 
were treated with tenderhefs, but the indi-. 
gent prifi>ner, a wretch probably whoffi ex« 
treme want, and pinching faming had driven 
f o the pommilBdon of crimes, was wafted 
with fevcre toil^ ^d jatmdi^?4 with <?pnti» 
nu^l (eyerity, 

114 QVW 
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Over the gafe which lekds to the Rafp-J 
houfe, is an ill-executed wooden figure of • 
Chaftiferhcnt, bcandifliing a A^hip in her 
hand, with two offenders chained at her 
feet, and various inftruments of puniftiment 
and torture within her reach. The -in- 
fcription in 'Latin beneath exprcffes the nc- 
ceffity and ' virtue of coercing isind puniftiing 
the criminal *. * 

^ The Spin-hoiife, or Bridewell, for the cor- 
rcftion of female offenders, is an inftitution 
iimilar to the Rafp-houfe, and contains an 
equal number of prifoncrs, or I believe ge- 
nerally rather more. The employments of 
the women vary according to their abilities, 
or the pleafure of the rtiagiftrates, Difagree- 
able tafks, as pickiiig Oakham, &cc. are af- 
iigned to the nioft profligate and hardened 
offenders, while thofe who have been com- 
mitted for flighter caufes are employed on 
needle- work. The fupcrintendiance of the 
Spin- houfe is properly entrufted to a matron, 

' . < 

* Virttitis eft dpmarc quae cunili' parent, 

with 
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with ^emdi affiftaHts v ahdi on the wbofc, it' 
appears to be under good regulations* ^The[ 
prifbners ' are chieify cdmpofed of woBden^ 
who live by: proftitution 5 and they are d^Byi' 
and neat in their perfons y thofe who have hot* 
decent clothes of their own, wearing a kind:ofi 
prifon unifbrnit A woman may be conftned^ 
for life in the Spin-houfe, but it iff' not te-»; 
nahted at prefent by any one for- fo dreadful a 
period. Few are fpnt-enced for more than a 
twelvemonth's imprifonment; and on repre-\ 
fentiations to the magiftrates of their go6d 
behaviour, they are frequently libel*ated be- 
fore the expiraticMi of that term. A (mail 
foe is paid ajt this place for admifltod, as ]at 
the Rafp-houfe; but I believe it is appro- 
priated here *to the bejicfit'of the priforiers. 
The female convids are healthier and more' 
cheerful in their looks than the rriale, and 
their treatment and accommodations are iaW 
together better. 

From the pf ifons 6f Amfterdam the tran- 
iition is eafy to the licenfed brothels of the 
city, the nurferies and hot-beds which 

bring 
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bdog vice to iBatuiity* Proffitat^s are Mt 
jKstntitted totealk in the ilreets of Amft^ri 
clam> for the purpofes of their wretched 
frode» hut there ar^ in vtrlims fiarts of the 
pty mtific rooms^ ^ they are galled j» under* 
the fan£lion of the magift^tes, who draw 
9n annual revenue from them, which are 
9^tly open for the reception of the diffiilute 
fd both £txc$. At thefe places of licentious 
l?efi>rt) fingular a$ it qiay be deemed^ th^ 
ledate and the innocent mingle with the 
wanton and the depravfd* A repttjtaUt 
tradcfm^n taj&es hi$ family fo one of ihele 
places of amufensent^ as readily %s a per- 
jfonof the i^me clafs in London wo!2ld do 
to the thedtres or aiiy other public enter? 
tainment The early pa^rt of tlie ef ening^ 
1$ fpent in fmoking^ drinking, or dancing 
to the found of thre^ or foa^: mlferabi^ 
fiddles^ <ind towards midnight ik^ carou- 
faU begin, when the moft flagrant inde- 
cencies are permitted and encouraged. I 
cannot comcfient on fuch inftitutions. It 
fhould, however, ^ ftatcd, that tl^f ^nupjbeF 

9f 



pf proftitutes in Amfterd^ is fmall vsinsn 
/compared with the population of the plape^ 
aqd .the eflimate of females who live by 
jprofUtutipii In ragf^ of t^e^^ea| cities of 
^ijropp, 
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Places of religions worjliip in Arnfterdam.'^The 
new and old churches. — The Portuguefe fyna- 
gogue7 — Number of Jews in Amfterdam,^^ 
' State of religion. — Toleration. — Quakers. — 
Charitable injlitutions in Amfterdam. — Vaccine 
inoculation.'^ Dutch theatre.r^Account of the 
principal female performer, — State of the Dutch 
Jiage.^'^ldfajhioned female drefs. — Women of 
Holland. — Inebriety imputed to thejiadtholder 
^^To his myeJiy.'^A caricature print. -videos 
entertained in Holland refpeBing theperfon who 
attempted to ajfajfinate the king.^^Dre/s of 
children. — Cii/ioms obferced with regard to 
lying-in women. 



Ti 



Amflerdam, November, 1800. 

HE temples of religious worfliip in Am- 
fterdam are numerous, and belong to all 
feds and perfuafions. The new church of 
the reformed religion, near the ftadthoufe, is 
:'*' .\ "I vifitcd 
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Vifited by ftrangers, as being the maufplcura , 
where Dutchmen diftinguifhed for fheir va- 
lour or endowinents repofe. In it are mo- 
numents ere^ed by national gratitude, tothe 
memory of Admiral de Ruyter, of wfiorn it 
is infcribed.wkh truth, "^ int;aminatis fulget 
honoribus ;". to the niemprv of Van Galen, 
an adniiral who fell in a combat .ag^jnft the 
Englifli ; and among other eredipns to record 
the fervices of naval officers, is a monument 
in honour of Captain Bentinck, who died in 
confequence of the wounds which he re- 
ceived in the engagement off the Dogger 
Bank. Vondel, a Dutch poet who flourifli-- 
cd in the feventeenth century, is interred 
hcre^ and a handfome monument proclaims 
the eftimation in which he is held by hi$ 
countrymen. He was a voluminous writer, 
and few kinds of poetry efcaped his pen. 
He lived to the . great age of ninety-one 
years, and experienced during his life- time 
a poet's fate. — indigence and negleft. 

In the old church is an organ little inferior 
in fize to the famous inftrument of Haerlem^ 
and almoft equal to it for the power and 

harmony 



latmohy of its tones* TIic pulpit is nd^ 
mired for its carvingi and the- windows for 
tibeir ftained gl&fs reprefenting various hif- 
tprical and religious ftdries; O^ne of them; 
]|ieffaaps the beft^ and certainly the moft 
hitcteftin^f defcribes*Philip IV; bf Spain, in 
Ihe habiliments 6f his f egal dignity^ pre* 
ienting to tht deputies of Holliathd the treaty 
by which he acknowledged the independence 
of the United P^roviftces^ 'this church alfo' 
contains monuments ere^ed fcy.tne city of 
Amfterdani^ or the ftatcS-general, in honour 
bf various naval and military cdmmatnders; 
trhofc fervices have thus called forth the 
gratitude of the republic. 

Such is the wife and libera! toleratioii al-s 
lowed by the government of Hollamd, that 
Icarcely a religious community is *to be 
named, which has riot fome place of pitblic 
affembly or worfliip in Amfterdam* The 
Porluguefe fynagogue is perhaps the nrobleft 
temple in which the jewiih worfhip has been 
Celebrated, fince the diiperfion of that fWnatic 
|)eople4 It is a lofty, Ipacious building,' 
fitted for the purpofes of religion, according^ 

ttf 



to ^tf' ordinances of the^Mofaic law, and 
Containing alfo apartments for the ufe of the 
hibbinSy who daily attend to expound thj^ 
Hebrew la^and the Thalmudi the Jews 
of Gerniaiiy and Ho^nd, whole creed varkft 
frotn that of thar F^ortugiiefe brethren^ have 
alfi>«iiobie fynagogue, and in different quai% 
tbts^l the i^j theK zxt other tempkfs wbeit 
the fuperiUtiotis of the HebreW worfliip aiA . 
cekbrated. The aumbel' of Jews in Aiii«- 
^rdam is fuf^fed td amdiunt to eighty 
^thda&ndibiife i I know not oil What ^aicula^ 
tioti^^tlik eftknAte is founded^ but t am iat^ 
fcim«S ta beUevfe^ k ratW exceedsi than fsik 
fliott df, reality. 

Befide their odmnioidiott6 templed of wot^ 
ihip^ the Jews of AmRibrdim have di theatre^ 
WbeM dramatic pieces are pdrfornied in the 
Hat^ew language, i^his place of enteftain^ 
ineiit lanfoitunatel]!^ was not open$ of I ihould 
have vifited it With much curiofity? nor 
eonld t obtaiti atiy information ref^eding 
either the liatiire of die pieces which are 
aded in it, or the performers; l^hc external 
appeajfante of the building is as ctiean as cah 
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be imagined, and I ihdulid fupfM^.ijt Hf^ re-* 
ibrted to ofrlj/by the loweft clafles of the 
Jewifti race. • <; . 

The revolution has not produieed any 
changes in the ecclefiaftical ^Ucy of the 
United Provinces. The min^fters , of the 
jcftablifhed church^-, that of jtbe r>$forc»er of 
•Geneva, .though they are almoj^ Without 
deception, attached to the old gOvemmcnt, 
and confequentjy bpftile to the neyi^^-o^otiii.uc 
to' receive their regulir falaries fwna the 
,|[ate; and perforjO'Unnjfcoieftedjthe' duties of 
ti^eir farr^d fuu6:ipnt .The cliiircbi^.aQd 
Other pIfiQefe dedicated i«> ^ious ll^ic af e well 
attended on days of public ^wOXibip, That 
. day Afrhiqh the chriftian w^orld ha* peculiarly 
appropriated to the.fervice. of relig^p, is 
kept ia Amfterdan^.'with bec<iming foleoaiuty 
and obfervance ; and J tjclieve there mi in 
'generd, lefs indifference oh religious &bjeds 
in. Holland, than- in -any. part of Europe. 
There is not, however, much zeaL The 
happy toleration which all tbe^fedtaries en- 
joy, and the wife feclufipn of the;namiftefs 
of. the eftabliihed church from aBy:cajacern 

to 
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w^l^ give them ^ dangerous inflvjeacct as 
; weM as an invidious diftin^tion/ are the pr^* 
. |ioaderatiug caufes which have checked t^ 
gropth df.religio\}s difleiiiiions in Holland. . 

Sitt^e the firft eftabliftuiwnt pf tH? inde- 
pendence of tlie United; Proviiiice^f the rer 
pqfe of thiB repnhU<: has fcarcely cver^beeft 
diAurhed by difputes cpncfirrikig j^ligion*. 
The ^nod$. pf Dort have not tndcwid oftea 
^ndif^ng^^e^fpr tfa[$ moderRtio9rQf;t^eir 
f^ntiineqts^bn^jthp ^pluiStai^edpf thcigovern- , 
ment to adopt their rfligjiiW$ a9il|EK)>iltici^ 
rppreifed the ^f^ of pprfqciutiq^aiid theo- 
logical riancqur Mjhich th|ey «vjsice^. . . . 

The repujijlic. early derived jn^nifojd ad« 
vantages froijci the liberal iyileiQi^ftoleraitiQn 
which it kdppted. That th^y might enjoy 
in tranquillity their religions opinions, and 
ferve God after the di6lates of their own 
hearts, multitudes, barafled by perfecution in 
Prance, the Netherlands, Gcrinany, and 
England, fled into Holland, wher^e they 
were hofpitably received, and materialty 
contributed by their induflry and virtues to 

$ advance 



xadviihae -W^ proTpcrity of the republic, 
^^hcy bPttliglSt' with -thdinf a large portion of 
-liberality of ^feluiitent, and, 'fifeiii perfonal 
^-^fefifef'teglAfid eKpericn^ determined avcr- 
fion to every ^ecifcs'o^Teligiouis perfecution. 
Thd leiulftieftW o^ moderation, which per- 
•feapB 4hQy-^at'firft adopted through .neceffity, 
-or- to -place iw a difatdVafntagebus View the 
•coiid^^ o( their tl^iatrfphaut adverfkriesr, be- 
/Celine .ift^Cot^rf^'oftfme Hihdamfental maxims, 
'in6r6ifte/^^ 4fp- feiidity " infl ' firmnefs as' the 
Aap'fy^ Hf^fiafB wof e • 'away- the afperities of 
cperfoMl *efentmentg. ■'■'''' 7^' '^^ , 

- -The>-fefpe<^tfble feft^df ^SQU^kers is iefsW- 
merous -iii^ IMlattd thari^'^F'ffiould have ex- 
•pcfied^ ■fof^'^-a ' fcIFgidus 'ebirimunity wfiofe 
«nannersdnd' habits feem fo fuitable to the 
genius of the Dutth-nation. The Anabaptift 
^ongrtgatioiis 4ie large, and difperfed over 
all p^rts of the republic; The members of 
this pcrfualion have always (hewn them- 
5felve$ , warmly attached tacivirand religious 
liberty,, and th*' weight' of their influence 
bas'coiift^ntly been thrown h\a the patriotic 
fcale. /•• •'-:.",■-•• 

Amflerdara 
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Anafterdam abounds in charitable inftitV 
tions for the indiibrinunatei benefit of the 
-indigent of all religious perfuaiions. Into 
rthe Foundling'hofpital are equally received 
the unhappy offspring of ;Chrifl:ians and 
-Jews'; but they are all educated in the cal- 
: viniflic faith. This hofpital for the re- 
. ception and maintenance of deftitute child- 
reuj ufually afforded before the revolutioa 
an afylum to near two thoufand defert?d in- 
fants, but its funds h^ve fuffered confider- 
ably- from that ^ vent, and the.nitmber of 
objefts which it fupiports is confcquenly re- 
duced. The Roman-cajholics, the Lu- 
therans, the Anaba^tifta» and even the Jews^ 
jbave orphan-houfes for the deftitute children 
of their feds : that which belongs to the 
Roman«cat holies is the nobleft building, and 
§njoys tlje ampleft revenues. 

As a fubjeft conneSed with hofpitals and 
charitable foundations^ it may not be im- 
proper here to mention, that the cow-pox, 
--which time will probably prove to be one 
of the moft valuable difcovaries in the art 
:o£ preventing difeafe ever mfdet has met 
^ . s 2 Witfc 



y^iih as favourable n re^ption in Hofland 

Yrbm the^fac^ilty, as it has in Englatid. A 

few bigotwd pe^fon^, with whom ^upcrftL* 

--ticJiis wdtiieh dnd Wdak men join^iobjtd tx) 

^thfe iEx>w-^dx inoculation, becairf^ they fejr 

-k introduoes a beftial diforder into the h<t- 

•infen fyftdm ; but the liberal and enlightened 

^art tof the medical tribe fefpoufe with warmth 

^this 'new methttd of avoiding a loathibnie 

•abd dangerous xliftemper, and their pm6Hcc 

•has been uniformly fuccefsful. The difcafe 

has beehliriown for time immemDrial to the 

pftaifants of Frlefland, iq which ptaviaee the 

'gr^ateft qirtiitities of butter and checfe ai'e 

'^yearly prbdticed, and the rcfult of various 

cnquirfes among them have been uniformly 

in^favour of the cow-pox. * 

The belief of its utility and efficacy is fo 
thoroughly eftabliflied in Holland, that in 
^the Foundiing-hofpital of Amfterdam, and 
Hither ' charitable inftitutions where youbg 
children are received, the old mode of ino- 
culation is exploded, and the vaccine infec- 
tionTubftituted in its ftead.'. This departure 
'frcfm the old prafticeof furgery was not 

madej 
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' Qiadei miil the qonjl^iit; apd ^ppijpbati^n^ o£^ 
tibe gov€i;iifars: jjnjdxuF^tors of thcfb; b^fte^ 
volent eftabliftiments had been jKer^iouiiyy 
obtained; and therefore it may b^ conc^^d 
that tjiiC vaccine inocqlat^on is cjKtqnAy^ily^ 
adopted in private families, > ; , -^ 

. The Dutch thpatrje ia Amf^ardan^i is.af 
l>uilding about the fize of the. (uijn^i^ p!^}?* 
houfe in the Haym^rket,. Jt can feldpjft 
boafi: of a numerous audience ; |;>,utt whetlppc 
this proceeds from a want of ta% jft'^ 
JDutch for t dramatic rcprei^f^ationf 5 o^. (lifit 
calaixjities of the republic Ijayc ipjured pnl?|i^ 
ipc6tacle$ and entertaihqients^^ ^^ll;as |;fif 
fbrti^nes of individual) I canpot deteriaaif^c;; 
Though plays are only pcrfornoipd in tji^ 
Putch theatre thre^ times a we^k» .^^ a 
favourite piece was aSed on ^he qyewuff I 
attended it, fcarcely half ^ dqs^en of b^^cef 
were occupied by company, npr w^^ t^f 
audience in the pit and gallery proportion,? 
fibly much more numerous. The houfe ^^^• 
ill lighted; and it did not appear to have 
bee^ painted for fome confiderable tina^ii 
On on? £de of the itage is a %ure of tb^ 

S3 tragic. 
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tragic, and on the other of the comic mule,' 
which arc fpiritcdly executed, and produce a 
goodeffcdl. 

The play was- a tragedy founded on a 
domeflic ftory, and by no means deftitute 
of ftriking incident or feeling, though per- 
haps (bmetiraes too declamatory for the ge-- 
nuinc march 6f paffion. The performance 
of the aftorsih general was highly refped- 
able, and we were much gratified in par- 
ticular with the afting of Madame Kap- 
hiiyze, the Mrs. Siddons of the* Dutch 
ftage,-. who . was the heroine of the piece. 
Tnis lady poffeffes moft of the rfe^uifite^ 
which are neceflary to form aii excellent ac- 
trefs. She is tall and well formed in her 
perfon; and her features are beautiful and 
, cxpreflivc. Her voice is powerful, and ca- 
pable of all the variety of tones which dif* 
fcrent paffions require. She is fpoken of as 
a woman not only of great judgment in 
whatever relates to her profeflion, but with 
refpecl to literature in general as a perfon of 
lingular acquirements and knowledge. Ma- 
dame Kaphoyze is thought by her admirers 

equally 
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pathetic emouonsito feign yvitji fq^^j^Ofre^^ 
nefs the wild phrenfies of madnefs,and tbeforl 
ber luelancbaly of defpair. . Ship W*9^ happidft, 
I thought,' in the d^iivery of thofe ftnti'menfe^ 
where fenderqefs afld delicate feelipg iM-.oyail f 
aixd offuch'acaft chie^y *jas^the cbaraft^r 
ifi which we faw fier^peffprnl*: vHeraftion 
is chaftc, but never languid^ ^nd.^lway^cpfr 
re?a, )vithout any a^p^arajnce t of ftydy Qf » 
conftraint. On her firft eiiiranpe.. oA.tbc. 
ftagc, fhe >vas welcorngd with univerlal ap-* 
jdaufe, . a teftimony of public favour : which 
was beftowed . on nq other perfarcpc/^ and 
every! paffage which Ihe; delivered with mor.e» 
than qpmrppij energy was as flatteriqgjy. re- 
ceived^ , Madame. Kaphuyze does not , ex- 
ceed the age of thirty, and for feveral yp%rs 
flie has been the favourite of the J{ijci{ircrd2im 
ftage. A Putqh lady,* who accompanied, 
us to the theatre, preferred her to Mrs/ Sid- 
dons, whom fhe had feea in her principal 
^haraflers, ,and pf whofe merits ihe fppke 
with juft and critical admiration ; but ,we 
{bought her obvioully inferior to the great 
« 4 adreis 



aftrefi oTthe Engliih ftagc, though undowbfe^ 
cdfy poflfoffed of a high dc^fce of txcth 

^y^ntsfisettc of the tragedy would baire ex- 
cited the iiidignatiba or laiighter of an Eng- 
Iktk todience. A* eharifler of confiderabte 
bonfcq^fende in the piece is difcovered on 
the ftage with a lighted pipe of tobacco 
in bi* mouthy which he fmbkes at his eafe, 
delivering, in the intefval between each puff, 
a Soliloquy • The Dutch kudienceiH>t only 
tolerated, but applauded this incident. 

Nearly all th* plays which have appeared 
in Germany or Eliglafid, from the rapid pen 
of Kbtzebue, have been exhibited on the 
Dutch ftage ; and the theatres of Holland' 
arc alfo enriched with faithful tranflations t>f 
the beft dramatic pieces which exift in the 
£ngli(h or French languages. Nor have 
there been wanting dramatic authors of the 
Dutch nation, whofe wot-ks have been fa- 
vourably received on the ftage. The public 
tafte for dramatic reprefentation in Holland 
has, like the public tafte in England, been 
vitiated by the numerous pieces which have 

been 
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heert tiiDrroWedfroiki the German ftage, p»gc^ 
the morat*teftdtti<Jyof w&icti k^btfd/the ferf-^ 
ing that they exhibit foiped^ andin vt^hichthe 
place of nature is ufiirpddfey a cmatnre of 4ie 
pottos imaginatidn. Which hei^enomiiidtAS' 
^nfibility ♦. ' :.:.«.. 

* As at Rotterdi&m, wifidh rem^rk^ I bad 
before occafion to mtike, the oonoerteara 
the bed attehded plicifed of atttufeti^^eint^ in 
die capital of HoHand* They ane ufualljr 
performed either at xht P^/ix: Merstis, or the 
French theatre. At the latter place, on a 
Sunday ^voiiing, which is the ik(bionabla 
ds^ in Amfterdam for thi$ entertdiatnent^ 
we heard a gt>od coneert of vocal and inflm-^ 
mental mufic. The Codo^any was imme* 
rous, and compbfed of the jndft opulent anl 
polite pcrfons of both fexes in the city. The 
perfbrtnances of the evenings the (ingets^ anA 
the muficians, wtn fuitablis to the audience. 
We were dazzled, as on a former occafion 



** This fenfibUitf is a kind of defenfive armour for the 
ddicate fibres of the hearty which| true t6 nature, (brink 
^m the flighteft hoftSie contaft* 

in 
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in the fame plaoq; artd aft«maf4fi rat tb^ 
Dutch thdatre^ with the profufion of dia-i- 
O)0nds which thf Jidks wofc. 
- Some gjrl| dad ijctthfi,dfpf$ which prevail 
ed in HolkiHl a c^tuiy ^or two ago, with 
their hair bound cloie tq their head^, and 
(Jovcrjgd with a ibanty . u£*0raaj[n#itfi<i cap, 
iuch as the fpmale qilaHersweaifin England ; 
With large plates q{ (hinf go|d prgje<^Ung 
ifpm each fide df th€;ir fprohfad^, and a plate > 
Qn the tniddlc; with pondprows jjar-riiigS' 
and nepklacps of the iame j»etal;i .wil^ gPWn? 
of tbiftklillf , heavily embxoi4ered, and waifl:s 
g( unnatural length ^id rotundity 5 fjormed 
a ftrifcing cpntraft with the femak§ arraye4 
in the tafteful elegancies of mpderiV fafliiqn. 
They Were daughters of the anciept ftock of 
burghers, and adhered, probably with fome 
tinfture of affedatiop, uninftuencQcJ by mo- 
dern refinerpents and variations of female 
dreft, to the uncouth habiliments of theif 
anceftors. 

The women of Holland in general are 
lovely .rather than beautiful/ For the moft 
part they are well formcAin their perfous ^ 

their 
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their • t6mple«k)iis aM ^Ir,- tfedt ftfes ^ full* 
aiidf{mrkltngvaiiici th^ir^featiu^s b61d and re^ 
gular. But thfcir countenaticcfe are inaitU 
mate ; they ns^anlf-thai cift and ttxprcflioii of 
feature, withcxat wiiidi, to lAyo.ideas^ :ncr 
high degreeLof bcaiiity cgin, exift, and with 
which an ordinary face. charms. I ff^eafc; 
I fhoiild obfervcr df ^womei^ Whofe graces 
the heats of fivfc^and-twent^yi fbmmens, or 
the rigors of as many winlcrfe, have not iiaa- 
paired^ fbr after that period of' iife* the 
I>utch kdies lofe theif attradions ; the':rofy 
bkih of youth forfakes them, ated -th^ir flhe 
complexions affume • a iallowr) autmnnal hue; 
Women are fhorter lived* in. Holland ttefi 
men, but from what caufe I cah^not pretend 
to account.: thejcohtrary is the cafe in Eng- 
land ; and the reafon is obvious, ibecaufe 
women lead more, regular and temperate 
lives.' Then? are fcw> perhaps no in- 
ftances of what can be called extreme lon^ 
gevity in Holland j and the fault is rather in 
the unwholefomenefs of the climate, than in 
any ; want of precautions in the Dutch to 
protract tl^eii: lives to the utmoft date. They 

are 
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are in general tempisr«te vat tlMlr .-^ist* ^tsift 
theuic of fpirituous Kquisrt and woiu^ tioeft 
aat prevail tp neftf:.fi>vgrQat an extent in 
Holknd as in. England^. Audrunkoi perion 
is rarely to. fee fcepr';:awd thai: vice, is ac- 
counted iqfanxoufly diflionourable^ if £?«« 
quently pradifed. 

Among the perfbnal fayks which I faava 
heard* imputed to the ftadtfaolder>, after im-t 
beciKty of uuderftanding, he ' has ufualiy 
been accufed of a paiiion for the pl^afiires isf 
iatoxiciitipn ; and it isfaid that: during tb* 
latter part of hi^ gnVeromeiit hc.ivas feldanol 
Ibbeh : Much credil:^ however^ i&not tp be 
attached to fuoh riimours^ .and certainly. the 
Prince of Orange does nbt carry mark* of 
inebriety on his face.) The lethargic difpo^ 
fition df the Aadtbolder has smt been feized 
by the wit or malice of party in Holland, 
as a fubjofit of ridicule againflr the fugitive 
prince. His perfbnal infirmities difappear 
before more fubllantial objeds of irritation 
and rcfentmcnt. 

The Dutch in general are ^cU acquainted 
^ith anecdotes of the $:ourt«aiui domefti^ 

parties 



-psrtids kn Eligldud : but tb^y confident]^ 

-attaribuce to the l^ing a vice fo well lu^own 

^to^be^oontmry to his diipofitioh and rhabitSf 

that calumny only could have invented^ and 

the moSt virulent smimofity received, the 

^ibcaiation^ Xhey maintain tbatiiis majefiy 

-itidulges ifo freely in the pleaiiires; of the 

rbottle, as frequently tx> be incapable of at* 

:dbadii¥g toipublic.ailkirs ; and the.a4ts*:of the 

Bidtifli governmeiit^hich theyimoft Jk>»dly 

^rondemn^they fuppofe to:originat<^. fj^Q(n this 

-^pdrnicious pcopenfity. in the chief magiftrate 

*of )the^empire. The only caricatiire print 

"tirhich I fkw in Hdlland^ relpd^iiog; Brttifli 

peitfonages (except an obfolete one relative 

€to XokI Malmfbury's fruitleis journies to 

-pArisand lifle, and the rout of the Engliih 

and Ruffian troops in North Holland) , re* 

•pi^efented the king alleep, apparently in the 

laft fbige of intoxication, with bottles and 

glaflts before him,:and at a diilance Mr. 

"Pittr the Emperor of Germany, and other 

potentates and princes, in hoftile array againfl . 

Bonaparte. Mr. Pitt is made to encourage 

the confederates, by faying, ** Fight on: — 

George 



•George will^ pSay ifor ^IV^^IG may be ga- 
thered from bence^ tha^ inebriety >is account- 
ed by tlie: Dutch a vite highly pernicious aad 
-diflionourabrer- /. j . L 
. I Bad frequently to anfiverjenquiries, paur- 
ticularly of -French' officers, relpeding th6 
atteinpf:-rHade:byvHadfield'on.the.lifc of the 
-king:* -The- accounts 'dfu that » trau{k£tion 
ithicfa^had riSached: Holland were imperfed ; 
and from the acqaiittial of the. culprit it was 
ctHiciudedy that the icing's, life had been in 
%fs iiftn^ntrit danger^thaniit really was. The 
^condiidl'df thc'Englifti. court of juftice dur- 
» -ing thfr.f |i&t pf Hadfield had. given extremely 
"^fevoufable impreflions:of its equity, and his 
Acquitment was regarded ibmethiag like a 
phenomenon in the hiftory of modern tri- 
bunals. : It was confidered a$: a coniummate 
aft of . juftice; . The fubfequent confinement 
of Haiifieldithey regarded in. a proper view, 
not as an a[ft^of punifluiocnt or revenge, but 
as a neceflary precaution agaihft any future 
mifchiefs which his infanity might lead him 
to attetopt; .... 

• The Dutch, in general, are to.be praiied 

for 



THE *BAtA^lA# AiPUBLIC. - 271 

Ibr th^irtfemfterance, and- the- extreme- ira- 
proprifety ^hieh they attach to the vice jAf 
tirunketfnefs. * 'A woman who Ihould be 
guiitjrof this fault, did file belong to the 
higher walks of life, : w^d be fliunncd and 
'. defpifcd by h^r acqu^injaneej and if (he 
^^ftloved^^r^ a lower '!(phere, the magiftrates 
would think her a fit objeft for the cor- 
reftifon and difcipline of the Spin-houlc. 
; As ia fubje^ not; unoonnedted with the 
foiregohig obfcrVations refpefting health and 
temperance, 1 may be permitted to animad- 
vert on the preppfterous management of 
children in Holland. The air of the country 
isconfidered fo prejudicial to tender infants, 
that for the firft two or three months of 
their exift^ice they are not fufFered to be 
taken abroad; and during the period of their 
confinement, the windows of their apart- 
ments are kept inviolably (hut. Their dre(s 
chiefly confifts of flannel rollers, which are 
girt fo tightly about their bodies, that the 
infant has not the power to move its limbs ; 
and thefe ligatures are further covered with 
an ample flanner wrapper, which is bound 

three 



three or fopr t^in^s rwnd itHc bo^y ttf tkc 
child V and fec^relyjadei^d with piQ9 at ijts 
feet, Thefe ligatures jirc^nxovdU lUid the 
flannels changed, ^CGocdlttg to the ciccum- 
dQ:ances of the parents ; bat whiither the off- 
ipriqg of opjiilent poribns or poor>. the ii£b of 
lyater and ablptjions are. rigprouflj denied to 
infants. For many fnofiths ithe. under dre(s 
of children confift$ entirely of /Woollen gar- 
ments ; and :when they ar^e permitted to go 
abroad, the greatfft care istakeOr by wrap- 
ping them yp in a ^nnel ina&tle, wbkh 
covers their heads^ to |>revenl: ' them from 
. j:c§3jiring the free air. 

Thusahfurdly managed, Dutc^ infants are 
fickly, fqualid objefts; and the ruddy tints 
of health never appear on their choeks till 
they are liberated from the reftraints of the 
nuriery. Children, particularly females, are 
frequently indulged in the pernicious ufe of 
chaufFepies or fioves, and this ciiilom inva- 
riably gives them : an un wholeibme, difeaied 
appearance* 

J piuil not emit to mention a prance 
which I beliifVQiis^pecuUar to Holland. When 

a wo- 
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a woman is brought to bed, a bulletin is 
daily fixed to her houfe for a fortnight, or 
longer if fhe continues fo ill as to excite the 
iblicitude of her friends,- wKch contains a 
ftatement of the health of the mother and the 
child. This bulletin is faftened to a board 
'ornamented with lace, according to the cir- 
cumftances of the perfon lying in, and ferves 
to anfwer. the enquiries of her friends, and 
to prevent any unnecelfary noife being made 
near the door of the indifpofed perfon. We 
faw at Leyden the moft of thefe boards or- 
namented with lace, and there learnt their 
meaning. When a perfon of confequence 
is dangeroufly ill, a bulletin of health is 
generally affixed to their houfe, to fatisfy 
the numerous enquiries that are, or are fup- 
pofed to be, made after them ; but, unlefs 
it is a child-bed cafe, the board, to which 
the bulletin is pafted, is luiornamented with 
lace. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Attachment of Amjierdam to the caufe of liberty. 
^^The patriots difcharged from their employ- 
7yients in 1787. — Emigrations from Holland.--^ 
The majority of the Dutch nation acerje to the 
zvar with France. ^^Meafures to fupprefs po- 
pular meetings. — An inundation of the country 
propofed.-^rhe citizens of Amjierdam remon- 
Jirafc agaifi/i thfltde/igfh-^Inipri/Qnment of the 
patriots. "^Thejiadtholderian party Jiruck with 
con/iernation at the progre/s of th^ Fraich.^-^ 
Entrance of General Pichegru into Amjier- 
dam. — Proclamations from the reoolutionary 
committee of Amjierdam, and from the repre- 
Jentatives of the French people. — The regents 
of Amjierdam difplaced. — Provi/ional repre/en^ 
tatkes of Holland. — P. Paulus chofen prefi- 
d^nt ^-^Declaration of the rights of man. 

FAmfterdam, November, 1800. 
ROM the earlieft periods of the republic 
to the prcfent times, the city of Amfterdam 

has 
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h^ been diilinguifeed for its invariable and 
/ftitbful attachment to the caufe of liberty. 
.Thi« pailipn has neither been enfeebled by 
Corpmerce^ nor debauched by wealth. It 
glowed with equal ardour when, in 1650, 
the burghers of Amfterd^im repulfed Wil- 
Vmm 11* one of the moft ambitious princes 
of thfe houfe of Orange, from the gates of 
their city; and when, in 1787, their defcen^ 
daitts relutftantly fubnjitted, obliged by imr 
pcrious jieceffity, to the terms impofed on 
them by William V. fupported by the arms» 
of Pruffia, and the intrigues and menaces of 
Oreat Britain. 

The fuccefsful termination for the Orange 
piarty of the troubles which agitated HoU 
Jand in 1787, fubdued for a feafon the fpi- 
rit of liberty in Amfterdam. The moft 
eminent patriots were difcharged from their 
employments, and declared incapable of ever 
lerving the ftate * ; and their offices were 

filled 



^ The Princefs of Orange, who direfted the negocia- 
tkms between the city of Amfterdam and the Duke of 
Brunfwick, who commanded the Pruffian army, declared, 

T2 in 
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filled with men entirely devoted to the 
iladtholder. On the ruin of their caufe, 
many perfons of great abilities and integrity, 
who had diftinguiflied themfelves by their 
refolute oppofition to the ambitious meafiircs 
of the Prince of Orange, fearing that their 
perfonal fafeties would be endangered if they 
remained in Holland, or unable to brook 
the triumph of their adverfaries, froni whofe 
refentments they had much to apprehend, 
and nothing to hope from their modera- 



in a tone rather of infult than of clemency, that ihe 
fpared the lives of the guilty through the gfeneroGty of 
her difpofition, but required that they fliould be for ever 
incapable of holding any public employment. AmoBg 
the perfons thus difmiffed were, Meflrs. Block, Cammer- 
ling, De Witt, Toulop, and Van Foreeft, deputies of 
Holland; Cofterus, burgomafter of Woerden ; DeLangc^ . 
regent of Gonda ; Giflaer, a man of uncommon elo- 
quence and abilities, penfioner of Dort; Zeeberg and 
Van Cafteelen, penfioners of Haerlem ; Van Berkel and 
Viffcher, penfioners of Amfterdam ; Kempenaar, coun- 
fellor of Alkmaer; Abbema, Bicker, VanLeyden, and 
De Jonge, members of the regency of Amfterdam. Moft . 
of thefc citizens, who have furyived the revolution, oc- 
cupy diftinguiflied fituations under the new government, 
and enjoy the confidence and approbation of their coun- 
trymen* 

tion. 



THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC. 277 

tion, quitted their country, and fled into 
France*. The voluntary exile of fome of 
their moft determined, adtive, and enlight- 
ened opponents, facilitated "the views of the 
^ ftadtholderian party ; and magiftrates were 
appointed throughout the republic, and par- 
.ticularly in Amfterdam, on whofe devotion 
.to its interefts the houfe of Orange gould 
•Iccurcly rely. The government of the 
United Provinces was foon modelled ac- 
cording to the wiflies of the ftadtholder; 
.and the fuccefs with which he had van- 
quiihed his enemies, procured him, ^mong 
the illiterate and unthinking, a Ihort-^lived 
popularity. 

The events of the French revolution 
materially changed the (ituation of affairs in 
Holland. The Dutch patriots had always 



* Among other fugitives of rank and cpnfidcratiori who 
at this period quitted Holland, were General Daendals 
and Admiral de Winter. On the breaking-out of the 
French revolution, they were employed in the republican 
armies ; and Daendals bore the rank of general of divi- 
fion, and De Winter that of general of brigade, in the 
%rmj whicl^ cpnquered Holland- 
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looked to the French government, whether 
monarchical or republican, for fupportagainft 
the encroachments of the ftadtbolder, and 
the malign influence which the cabinet of 
Great Britain poffeffed in the counci?fs of 
the United Provinces. A* firm and inti- 
mate alliance with France was confidei^ed 
by that party as the only means by which 
the honour of the republic could be retriev- 
ed, and its afiairs extricated from thd perni- 
cious adminiftration of an individtaal^ tinder 
the immediate control jwid direftioa of a 
rival gavernmcnt. 

On the other feaiid, the fladthoMer, who 
had invariably been averfe to any.conne^Pion 
with France, beheld ^ith int^rearfed idiiti- 
ments of averfion the old goveriimenfe of 
that country abolifhed, and a fyfteta; froiH 
which he had more to apprehend eftablifhed 
in its place. The ftates-general, the fowc^^ 
reigns of the republic, though mqch at the 
devotion of the Prince of Orange, diid not 
entirely enter into his views on this fiftrfed, 
and cautioufly avoided a war with France, 
until the arrogance and imprudence of the 

convcntioa 
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convention had rendered hoftilities inevit- 
able. 

The partifans of the ftadtholdcr, and the 
Creatures of the government, entered with 
alacrity into a war, which favoured their 
views, . andi pf omifed to gratify their re- 
ie^tmfents. But the majority of the Dutch 
nation, unperfuaded of the neceflity of ho- 
ftilities, or ftarful of the confequences, 
cooily acqulelced in, rather than approved 
df, the violent meafures of the government. 

The more numerous part of. the citizens 
of Amfterdam were decidedly averfe, from 
animofity to the ftadtholder, and other catifes 
connedted with their diflike of the Prince of 
Orange, to; the war with France ; and be- 
held flrfl: with fecret fatisfa6lion, and after- 
wards with open exultation, the vidorious 
progrefs of the armies of that republic. But 
the magiftrates were entirely devoted to the 
ftadtholder i and their authority was em- 
ployed to fupprefs the public voice. To 
prevent popular meetings, at which the 
wifhes of the people might have been loudly 
C?Cprefled, an obfolete law was revived, by 

T 4 which 
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which the citizens were forbid to aflemblc 
for the difcuflion of public affairs, in a fea- 
fon of national diftrefs. This ordinance was 
iflucd when the French were on the frontiers 
of the republic, and at a time when the moft 
defperate meafures, for the fec^rity of the 
United Provinces, were deliberated on by the 
ftadtholder and his party. 

In the month of Oftober, 1794, when 
affairs were drawhig near to a prifis, the 
ftadtholder, accompanied by the Duke of 
York, repaired to Amflerdam, to concert, 
it was thought, with -the regency of that 
city, the terrible meafure of preventihg the 
further progrefs of the French arms by an 
inundation of the country, as had been exe- 
cuted with fucccfs in 1672, when Lewis 
XIV. with a numerous and well-appointed 
army, was mafter of Utrecht, and threaten- 
ed Amfterdam. The regency of the city, 
alarmed at the progrefs of the French, and 
corrupted or intimidated by the ftadtholder, 
would probably have acceded to the inun- 
dation propofed, had not the burghers of Am- 
fterdam received intimation that fuch a mea- 
fute 
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fure was in agitation, and cxpreffed their 
refolqte determination to oppofe its execution 
by force, (hould the government ralhly pro- 
ceed with their defign. 

In defiance of the proclamation by which 
popular meetings were prohibited, a nume- 
rous and formidable body of the citizens of 
Amfterdam aflembled to take into confi- 
' deration the fituation of the country, and to 
prefent a petition, or rather remonftrance, 
to the council of regency againft the pro- 
pofed inundation, and the admiffion of fo- 
reign troops into Amfterdam, which was a 
plan conneded with the former meafure. 
The remonftrants, in fpite of the endeavours 
of the military, and civil magiftrates, to dit- 
perfe them, allembled with great regularity 
and order in the fquare before the ftadt- 
houfe, and deputed three perfons, one of 
whom was VijTcher, the difmiffcd pen- 
fioner *, to prefent their ftrong, but ?e^ 
fpedful petition to the regents. . The magi- 

♦ Difraifled in 1787. Sec note, p. 276. 

lirates 
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flratfts refufed at firft to receive the petition^ 
as it was contrary to their ordinance for the 
people to affemble ; but the fear of exafpp- 
rating the immenfe and irrefiftibfe .muki-» 
ttide--^which filled the avenues of the ftadt- 
houfe^ the fquare, and the adjacent ftreets, 
and maintained^ during the conference of 
their deputies with the regents, a profound 
and terrible fiknce — by any unfeafonable ad; 
of authority, fubdued the legal fcrupks of 
fhe magiftrafces, and the remonftrance wa« 
read. The ^nfwer to the petitioners briefly 
ftated, that the queftion of the expediency of 
inundating the country, to prevent the fur- 
ther progrefs of the French army, had not 
yet been difcuffed in the council, and no 
di^afures were taken refpeding the ad- 
miffion of foreign troops into Amfterdam. 
With this reply the citizens were fatit 
fied,; and quietly d'lperfed, leaving, how- 
ever, on the minds of the magiftrates ah 
impreffion-of danger arid refift^nce, which 
probably materially influenced their future 
operations. 

The regents of Amfterdam, fiuding them- 

felves 
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Telves too weak for the execution <>f the 
important meafures which they- propdftd, 
diijilayed the extent of th^ir difepp6ihtment 
and radigiiation by the rigordtfs. fteps which 
they adopted towards, the perfons who had 
tak6n an aftive part iei^efibingtJie-peftf ion. 
VifTcher and his. colleagues who prefented 
the remonftrance were privately apprehend- 
edv and fentenced to. fix years' iniprifonment 
in the Rafp-houfev with felons arid malefec- 
tors. This was the laft yindi6{ive meafiire 
which was executed, by the ahbient magN 
ftracy of Amfter dam. 

The aitizeiis,riuidifmayed by the inipri- 
fonment of their ^ leaders^ and encouraged 
.by the advances of the Ffehcb, continued 
to affenmble, and now, withotit niakftatioil, 
though their obje6l. was BOtorioufty hodile 
to the ftadtholderian piftjr, formed theiii^ 
£dr6s into regular corps for the protcfitipti 
of the city of Amfteifdarii. The officers 
commanding thefe corps were for the maft 
part men who had been adlive in theif op- 
pofition to the fladtholder in .1787, or ^ere 

diftinguiflied 
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diftinguifhed for their attachment to French 
principles. 

From the capture of Nimeguen, and the 
iubfcquent pa,flage of the Waal, extreme 
confternation feems to have palfied all the 
movements of the ftadtholderian party. The 
Britifli and German auxiliaries, though la- 
bouring under unfpeakable difadvantages 
from the inferiority of their numbers, ^nd 
the rigour of the feafon, which deprived 
Holland of its natural means of defence, 
loade a gdlant refiftance ou the frontiers of 
the republic ; but far. from receiving any 
fupport from the interior, it was dubious 
V'hethei: they would not have to fuftain on 
one fide the attacks of an enraged people, 
while on the other they were preffed by a 
viftorious enemy. In vain the ftadtholder 
and the hereditary prince iffued proclama- 
tion after proclamation, exhorting the Dutch 
to rife in a mafs for the defence of their dear 
country % their religion, liberties, and an- 

* I borrow this cxprcffiop from ope of the prodaiiui- 
tion« to which 1 allude, ., . .. 

cient 
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cient laws, Theic pathetic addrefles to the 
nation were ridiculed or difregarded ; and 
wherever torpor and inadtivity did not poC- 
jfefs men's minds, the fpirit which prevailed 
was hoftile to the government and its al- 
lies. — ^^The difailrons retreat of the Britifli 
army is too well known to be dwelt on 
here 1 

On the 1 6th of January, 1795, the Eng- 
li(h troops precipitately evacuated the pro- 
vince of Utrecht, the capital of which had 
capitulated the day before ; and on the 
20th of the fame month a deputajtion of ci- 
tizens from Amfterdam conduced General 
Pichegru with five thoufand French troops 
into that city. 

Early in the morning of this important 
day, the patriotic corps of Amfterdam took 
poffeffion of the ftadthoufe, and mounted 
guard in the principal parts of the city. The 
tri-coloured flag was difplayed from all the 
fteeples of the town ; the French cockade 
> was univerfally worn ; and the tree of liberty 
folemnly planted in the fquare before the 
ftadthoufc. So admirably had the whole 

• bufinefs 
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bufia^f^ been arr^og^^i that tibt tjbo/iiigiitdli 
tuaiult or eonfufioa occurred s ^^^9 to ufe 
th^ words of an intelligent eyc-witnris^*i 
which give 2t clearer idea thaa twenty fen- 
teQces could do— 7'* it feeroed on this 00 
Qafion at Aoifterdam as if it were fair* 

On the day that the French entered - Am- 
iierdarp two proclamations were iflked ; one 
from the patriots, ftyling thcmfelves the 
revpliitionary committee of ^mfterdam, tend- 
ijig to. .tranquilljfe the minds of the citizens^ 
and reoomineiiiiding feveral individuals to b« 
chofeo as provifional teprefentatives j the 
other a prQclamation of the reprefentatives 
of the French people, affuring the Dutcb 
that they Ihould be treated as an indepen- 
dent nation, that perfons and property ihpuld 
be proteded, that the ftridleft military dit 
cipline (hould be obfeived by the republican 
army> and that the freedom of religious 
woribip fhould foffer no reilraint. Tbejr 



* A merchant reSding at Amfferdam, to whom I am 
under various obligations. - ■ . 

promifed 
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[Mtomifed that the laws and cuftoms of Hol- 
land ihouid be provifionally maitttamed ; 
and that the Batavian people alone, exer- 
cifing that fbvereignty which belonged t-o 
them, fliould have the pawer to alter and 
modify the conftitution' of their country *• 

The regents of Amfterdam fefigned their 
offices, or were difplaced, and Viffchcr, 
who fcarcely two months before was fen- 
tenced to fix years* imprifonment in the 
.Rafp-houfe, was triumphantly liberated from 
his confinement, and placed, with the title 
of mayor, at the head of the magiftracy 
of the city. For this arduous office he was 
well qualified by the fituations which he 
had formerly filled wiith honour, and for the 
unimpeached integrity and patriotifm of his 
charadler. 

At this time a proclamation was iffued to 
the French army by General Pichegrii, pro- 
hibiting the troops, under pain of death, 
fiTom comnjitting any a61s of plunder or diC- 



^ See in the Appendix, th^ -paper ra^rk^ 4* 

order. 
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order, and ordering them to treat the Dutch 
foldiers no longer as enemies, but as allies 
and brethren. The officers of the army 
were commanded to maintain the-ftrideft 
difciplinc in their corps, and redrefs was 
freely promifed to all individuals who fhould 
think themfelves aggrieved by the republi- 
can troops. The French foldiers were im- 
partially quartered on the inhabitants of 
Amllerdam : but it was permitted to thofe 
who did not choofe to have the military in 
their own houfes, to furnilh them with 
lodgings elfewhere, provided (a moft falu- 
tary regulation !) the foldiers, fo difpofed of, 
were not quartered in taverns or public 
houfes. 

In a few days, the provifional feprefen- 
tatives of Holland commenced their fittings 
at the Hague, Peter Paulus, a man of 
great abilities and diftinguifhcd patriotifm, 
who had rendered himfelf, in 1787, highly 
obnoxious to the ftadtholderian party, was 
chofen prefident of the aflembly, and com- 
menced the meeting with a fpeech, re- 
plete with rational piety, candour, and mo- 
deration. 
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deration*^ He congratulated the repre- 
fentatiyes on the event of the campaign^ and 
ia 8 flrain of becoming humiKty and devo- 
tion, called their attention td the ftriking 
ioterpofition of Divine Providence in behalf 
of the arms of France, tie rfeconwnended a 
cordial union atnong themfetves^ and an 
oblivion of all former animoiities and party 
di(|eaiions,' as the likelieft methods to en« 
fiire the profperity of the country, and con- 
cluded with pioufly fupplicating the blefling 
of Heaven on their counf^Is and meafures. 

The provifional reprefentatives then pro- 
ceeded to h^me a declaration of* the rights 
of men and citizens. The natural rights of 
naan were defined to be, equality, liberty, 
fafety, property, and refiftance to oppreffion- 
Ui)der thefe heads were feverally included, 
the freedom of the prefs and of religious wor- 
Ihip, the peaceful enjoyment of property 
legally acquired, and the right of fufFrage 
either perfonally or by reprefentation. The 
fovereignty was declared to refide in the en- 
■ ^' ' ■■ ■ .1, 1 ■ , ..11 J . ■> 

* Sec in the Appendix the paper marked B. 

V tire 
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tire people ; and their right at all times ta 
change their government, to reform it, or 
to eftablifli another, was fQlemnly afTerted. 
The offices of hereditary-fiadtholder, captain- 
general, and admiral -general of the republic, 
as contrary to the rights of man, were abo- 
lifhed; and all hereditary diftinftions, as 
thofe of nobility or the equeftrian order, were 
promifcuoufly abolished.; Various colleges 
of magiftracy and finance were fuppreflcd ; 
and a committee of public fafety, a. commit- 
tee of finance, . a military committee, and a 
committee of accounts, were provifionally 
appointed, •until a definitive arrangement 
could be made on thefe fybje6ls by reprcfen- 
tatives chofeu by the whole nation. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

Condud: of the praoifional reprefeniatives of Amm 
Jierdam. — Inquiries refpeBing the fohoency of 
the bank.— Official report on theJiibjeB. — De^ 
ficiency of cafti.-^Nature of bank credits and 
receipts. — Indignation againfi the members of 
the old government. — Violent meafures Jirongly 
recommended.-^ViJe proclamation of the repre^ 
fentatives of AmJierdam.-'^Its beneficial effedts. 
'^^Abolition of thefiadtholderate.-^E^xpre/ftons 
of public joy at Amfterdam on that occqfion."^ 
The French reprefeniatives and generals occu* 
pied comparatively but little attention during 
thefe revolutionary, movements. CharaSter of 
General Fichegru in Holland. — The inhabi- 
tants of the United Provinces required to rfe- 
liver up their plate for the ufe of the nation. — 
This ordinance chearfully compliedwith through 
animq/ity to Great Britain, — Attention of the 
Dutch to their marine.f^Removal of large bo- 
dies ^ of the French troops.-^Efiimate of the 
^amount of the contributions paid to the French. 

DAmfterdam^ i8oo* 
URING this arduous period, the provi- 
fional reprefeniatives of Amft^rdam laboured 

u 2 inceffantly 



^9i% TOUR THIIOUQH 

« 

inceflantly to prcferve the tranquillity of the 
city, and . their pjitf iotic endeavours were 
attended with the happicfl: fuccefs. Some 
flight diAurlwnces were attempted ^y aii in^ 
ca^fiderablc nu^nber of mified or ilWifpofed 
perfons, whp thinking the reigh of liberty 
and equality was to bring an exemption from * 
taxes, refufed to pay the taxe$ and duties 
required by the government. This tendency 
to riot was, without difficulty, fupprefled, a^d 
a proclamation ajpp^ared commanding all per- 
fons to pay iii every cafij t^ic f^me contribu- 
tions and impo^s as foxmei:ly. i&t the ian^e 
tit^^ the officers of the exciic an4 €\iftoais» 
a^d ^]l public functionaries epEiploy^d in the 
cpUe^A^n Qf revenue, were commanded to 
reiQsiin at their poil; and it was orderoi 
that no magii^rate or ofBcer under the oM 
iyftem of police (hould quit Amfterdam, 
without having previoufly obtained a paff- 
port from the committee of infpcd:ion. 

Some weeks before the arrival of tfec 
French, a deputation of merchants in the 
patriotic intereft waited on the diredors of 
the bank of Amftcrdam, fo afccrtain the 

truth 
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truth br fjilfehdod dif foiilfe rurriouii highly 
prejudicial t6 the credit 6^ that inftitutibri, 
which Wfere circulated With cdhficfencfe Ih 
th* city. The rtierfchartts rfefpaftfufly ap- 
plifed to the dii-fe6tofs for inforthatibh oii this 
fubjea, but inftfead tifi^ceivilig tile fitlsftc- 
t6fy anfWers ti> their fenqtiirieS ^/(^hich'thty 
hid a right i6 gxjpc^, thejr w«f6 dflUrfed ih 
a general way bf th6 fblvertcy <jf the Bank ; 
and it Was intimated td thdfn, thdt thfeir 
inquiries Wferd ifiadd oiily fartlk purptrffes of 
*±c2tlng alai-iii Jlnd adding tt^ the public erfir- 
fcarfaflhieAts. 

A fm y6ai-s igb, tbi bSflk tif Anfitfltrdaih 
^t'ias fuppofed to cb'ntahi the gtiikinA qiian- 
Uty 6f dCcUthvliated trfe'afurf j in the Wtirld. 
It was acGounted the ftoirfe'-hcftife of' Eurojjfe 
tat ike ptdcious met&ls : and various ^&h 
abates hiVe beeix formed of its Wealth, ftbvti 
th6 incredible ftirtl of fdi-ty friiHidris Aerfing*, 
tti tht equally fufpicious eftimite of thrdfc 
huridf-ed thoufand pounds, "l^hd bink of 



* Nothbg. but die moft abfurd Credtdity jcoirid ever 
ixre adopted tbis fuppofition. ■ ^ 

u 3 Arafter- 
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Amfterdam was a bank of depofit, and the 
credit on its books was thought to be rigor- 
oufly proportioned with the treafurcs in its 
coffers. This was indeed the fpirit of th^ 
inilitution ; for though the vulgar idea was 
pnfoundcd, that no money once depofitcd in 
this bankcouldever afterwards be withdrawn, 
it invariably profeffed to keep in its repofitor 
ries a quantity of nioney or bullion equal to 
the fums for which credit was given on its 
books. In 1 672, when the forces of Lewis 
XIV. almoft thundered at the gates of Am- 
fterdam, and the republic was filled with 
confternation^ all demands on the bank 
were honourably and inftantanepufly difr 
charged, and the proofs of its folvency oftenr 
tatioufly difplayed. 

From that period, till ag^in in 1795 the 
armies of France hovered on the frontiers of 
the republic, the bank of Amfterdam enjoyed 
an almoft uninterrupted courfe of commerr 
cial confidence. The magiftrates of various 
parties, to whofe integrity the diretlion of 
(he bank was fucceffively intrufted, never 
accufed their predeceffors of any improper 

ufe 
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ufc of its trealures ; and, therefore, though 
fome fufpicions were entertained and propa- 
gated that the bank occafionally accomaio- 
dated the governncient with ilj)eciej^ thefc 
fufpicions, being difcountenanced by the 
perlbns poffeffed of the beft information on 
the fubjedf, were difregarded as the efFefts 
of party malice. It was alfo a kind of com- 
mercial herefy to doubt the ftability of the 
bank of Amfterdam ; an4 therefcu'e all ru- 
mours to its difadvantage were not only, 
received by the mercantile woi-ld with cold-<> 
ncis,. but rcprcffed with acrimony, 

The arrival of the French in Amfterdam, 
and the eftablilfhment of the patriotic party 
in power, at length produced a complete 
inveftigation of the a^airs of the bank* It 
appeared from the ojfficial report, publiflied 
by order of the provifionarreprefentatives of 
Amfterdam, on this fubjc<ft *, that for the 
laft fifty years the bank had occafionally ad- 
vanced on bond to the India company*; 



• See Appendix, paper C. 
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vnder guarantee of tbe pity of Amfterclam^ 

various iiims^ amouatiog on the whole to 

tipwards of fix (BillioQ florins. In a fimikur 

way the proyiQ^espf Holland and Weft Friet 

land were indebted to the bank nearly a mil« 

lion florins. The loan-office of Amfterdam 

had contra^ed with the bank a debt; of one 

million feven hundred and fifty tboufand 

florins, and the city was otherwife in arrears 

with the^bank upwards of four liundred 

thoufand florins. The whole amounting to 

upwards of nine million florinst or rathei 

more than eight hundred thoufimc} pounds 

ilerling. For the. whole of this fum there 

had originally boen inv^ftments q{ oa(h or 

Ijullion in the bank» to remove one florifi of 

' which, by way of loan, was a violation of Ae 

com pad between tbe bank and its creditors. 

^ut if the money fo di^fed of, inftead <^ 

being^ boarded up in tbe coffers of the bank, 

i|^ ^ duphCfkte ratio increafed the circulating 

j3[iedium of the oountry, efficiently by the 

cafh fo iffued from the ftrong chefts of the 

bank, an4 virtually by the credit which it 

ppflcfled from the imaginary treafure lodged 

in 
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la it, giving confidence and a6tivity to com- 
merce; and factlltating ail the operations 
of trade, in a mercantile point of view, 
the condufl of the directors, in thus depart^ 
ing from the letter of their eftablifliment, 
was to be applauded rather than con* 
4emnedv 

The merchants of Amfterdam, however, 
thought otherwife. This deficiency in the 
facred depofits of the bank excited the moil 
vivid indignation againft all who had been 
concerned in the management of that infti^^ 
tution, and the fpirit of party tended to keep 
alive and heighten the flames of commercial 
Tcfentment. 

The money thus taken from the coffers of 
the bank could at no time have been claimed 
by its creditors, being an accumulation of 
pttttfmo for which the receipts were ex- 
pired, by which alone payment could be de- 
manded. The nature of thefe receipts, by 
which alone cafli could be drawn from the 
tank of. Amfterdam, may be briefly ex- 
{>lained» When a pcrfon depofited cajfh or 

bullio|i 
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bullion in the bank, he obtained credit izt 
its books for the fum which he fb invcftedy 
and a receipt, by which, within the period 
of fix months, after cancelling the credit 
that he had obtained, he could draw his 
cafti or bullion from the. bank. . Thcfe re- 
ceipts were renewable on payment of. a fmall 
per centage to the bank, as warchoufe rent 
for the cafli lodged in it. If they were per**, 
mitted to expire, the money or bullion, for 
which they were granted, could not be with- 
drawn from the bank, but the perfon who 
had fb inverted it, poffeffed an equivalent, 
bank credit; which, however, he could con-* : 
vert into ca(h, by purchafing a receipt for. 
the fum that he wanted in the ftock- 
market, where they were generally to be 
fold. 

Of the cafli and bullion which had fallen 
to the bank, or rather was become, or ought 
to have been, locked up in it, from the 
expiration of thefe receipts, not a fingle florin 
remained ; and the amount of this mighty 
and boafted treafure, had it beeQ carefully 

ftored 
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{tared in the vaults and caves of the bank, 
would not have reached the fum of one 
million fterling. 

This deficiency, however, of the caih of 
the bank of Amfterdam, related only to the 
bank credit, the cafli receipts of which wero 
expired. According to the ftatement of the 
provifional reprefentatives of Amfterdam, 
the quantity of gaib in the b^i>k was equal 
to the payment of tjie fums for which receipts 
were in force; and the holders of banfc 
credit, in the poffeffioq of. fuch receipts, 
were at libej-ty to withdraw their money, 
from the bank whenever they thpught pro- 
per. The circumftances of the bank confe-^- 
quently only were bad, according to the 
proportion that the bank credit, for which 
there were receipts, bore to the debts of 
the bank for which there- were no receipts. 
Qn the whole, the accounts of the bank, 
from the report made by the provifional re- 
prefentatives, were in a better ftate than was 
generally expected ; but, neverthelefs, the 
public indignation was ftrong, that any part 
of its trcafures fliould have been taken from. 

its 
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ks rcpofitories, contrary to the univcrfalljr- 
rcceivcd engagement between the bank and 
its creditors. 

Enquiries took place at the (arhc time 
into the affairs and condnft of the Eaft and 
Weft India Companies, and other public 
bodies ; various abufes were difcovered ; and 
in moft cafes it was. judged expedient to 
difmifs the principal officers and (ervants 
of the companies, &c. from their employ- 
ments. 

Thefe difcoVeries of maladminiftl^tioa ift 
various branches of the public fervice, toge- 
ther with the memory of former injuries, 
which rankled in the breafts of many, exciting 
a ftrong defire for revenge, produced much 
fermentation. Addrefles, powerfully fup- 
ported, were prcfented to the provifional re- 
presentatives, demanding that all the mem- 
bers of the old government, and other pcrfons 
concerned in the management of the bank 
and public companies, (hould be put under 
arreft ; and that the moft rigorous enquiry 
fhould be made into their delinquencies, in 
order that public juftice, and the vengeance 

of 
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pf ati outraged nation, might overtake tH« 
guilty. The condud of the Fre^iqh to- 
wsLfis th^ir ilate criminals wa^ hinted at as 
an ^xarqpte ROt unworthy of imit^tioni an4 
the neceflS^y of fey^re meafur^s was kH^dly 
afTcrt^d. 

This inclination of an a6live| andi,.^ under 
the new fyftem, of a weighty and formi- 
dable part of the public, towards faaguin- 
ary^j or at leaft violent, proceedings agaii^ft. 
tfee members of the old government^ wQula 
probably have been matured by the anirao^ 
fity of f^QUoti into a^.ual execution, had 
npt the provifional re,prefc»tatives of Am- 
ftfirdain wifely checked in its infancy th« 
growth of this ipirit of revolutionary^ veil- 
geance. 

In a proclamation^ addr^-ffed. tq the people 
of Amfterdam, relative to the vm^i&'iv^ 
ineafitres recommended, to be purfued with 
the members of the old govei-nnaent, and 
other obnoxious perlbns^ the provifional rey# 
prcfeatJitiycs, in ^ tone of the moft admirable 
njioderation and humanity, exprefTed their 
dilapprobatipa of fuch fentiments. No ftate 

paper 
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paper ever breathed a purer fpirit of equity 
, and conciliation. After noticing, with pro* 
per cenfure, the fuggeftions that had been 
made to them of the neceffity of violent 
meafures againil the proftrate and vanquilh- 
cd agents of the fubverted governnient, 
thcfe enlightened and virtuous republicans 
proceeded to ftate the noble fentiments with 
which they were animated. *^ He deferves 
not to triumph," they faid, ** who bafely 
abufes his viftory.'* ** The exercife of re- 
venge/' continue they,* " may afford a 
tranfitory plcafure in the moments of paffion 
and delirium, but its confcquences are com- 
monly fad and fatal, while the exercife of 
equity and of generofity leaves nothing but 
agreeable fenfations/' Unanimity and obli- 
vion of paft animofities were energetically 
and perfuaiively recommended, as the moft 
probable and laudable means to promote 
the welfare and profperity of the republic. 
In anfwer to the recommendation, that 
meafures of precaution and feverity,likethofe 
which the French revolution had given birth 
to, (hould be ufed with regard to all fulpedled 

perfons. 
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perfons, the great difference betu^een the 
revolution of Holland and that of Prance 
was clearly pointed out, and the relatively 
happy fituation of the Batavian patriots 
obvioufly demonftrated. It was the Dutch 
nation, and not a faftion, which triumphed; 
it was the caufe of liberty and equality, not 
the (pirit of deftrudlion and revenge. The 
people were exhorted to niake a cordial offer 
of the right hand of fellowfhip to fuch of 
their brethren as were deluded or milled, 
and to attach them to the new fyftem of 
government, not by terror, but by juftice, 
ipoderation, and generofity *• 

This proclamation calmed the fears of 
many who had taken an aftive part under 
the old government, and coniequently ex- 
pefted, as had happened in the courfe of 



* In the Appendix (paper D), I have given a few cx- 
trafts from this interefting proclamation. It was pub- 
lilhed about the time when General Daendals and fome 
.other patriots, who had fled from Holland in 1787, and 
returned with the Ftench army, wcr^ anxious to promote 
violent* mcafurcs againft their adveirfaries the members of 
the old goyemmcnt. 

for- 
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former revolutions in Holland^ to be perie* 
cuted by the vi6iorious party. At the faoae 
time it cxtinguifhed in the more violent pa- 
triots, whofe refentments were inflamed by a 
variety of caufes, the fentinients of revenge 
which they harboured. 

About the fame time an ordinance, tending 
further totranquillifc the minds of the people, 
wasiiTued by the provifional reprefentativesof 
Holland, concerning the circulation of French 
afiignats, of which mention had been made 
in one of the proclamations of General 
Pichegru, and in another of General Daen- 
dais to his countrymen. By this ordinance, 
all fhopkeepers and dealers in the neeeffkries 
§f life^ were obliged to take as payment for 
their articles, from French fbldiers and other 
perfbns employed in the French army, at a 
ftipulated rate, affignats ; and on delivering 
to the municipality a weekly account of the 
affignats which they thus received, they, 
were to be paid by the- municipality the 
amount in fpecic, or paper, for which the 
government was refponfible. At the* fame 
time, the fum to be taken from a French 

foldier 
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foldier in affignats on one occafion was limit- 
ed, to ten livres; and further, to prevent 
frauds, and circumfcribc the circulation of 
affignats, no foldier was permitted to tender' 
affignats for any purchafe he might make, 
without a written fandion to that effeft 
from his officer ; and the officers of the 
French army, to whom the ufe of affignats 
was permitted, in proportion to their rank 
and pay, were not allowed to pafs them 
without a written leave from the geaeral of 
their 4ivifion. All other circulation of aC* 
fignats was forbidden. 

To relieve the prcffing neceffities of the 
French army, a requifition was made by 
the reprefentatlves of the French people for 
a (upply of clothing and provifions to be de- 
livered in the fpace of one month *. The 

• mm,,., . I. . ■ . ... I ■ wn ii^n ■ Ml — ^^— »— Mf C 

* At Nimeguen, Bois le Due, and Thiel. 200,000 
quintals of wheat averdupois weight, 5 millions of ra- 
tions of hay, 200,000 rations of- ftraw, 150,000 pair of 
fhoes, 20,000 pair of boots, 20,000 coats and waiftcoats, 
40,000 p;?iir of breeches, 150,000 pair of pantaloons, 
200,000 (hirts, 50,000 hats, and 1 2,000 oxen. The va- 
lue of the whole was eftimated, probably with* much ex- 
aggeration, at a million and a half fterling. 

X ' flates- 
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ftatcs-gcneral, to whom the requifition was 
addr^ffed, in a proclamation which betrayed 
their fears or their imbeciUty, commanded 
that the articles required by the French 
fliould he furnilhed with the prompteft obe- 
dience : all pcrfohs iu pofldflion of any <£ 
the articles wanted, were ordered t6 deliver 
them up to commiflioners appointed £ot 
that purpofe ; and the provincial admini'*- 
ftrations were direAed to fiirnifli with aft 
poflible difpatch their feveral quota towards 
defraying the expence of the requifitioiu 

Shortly afterwards, the inhabitants of the 
United Provinces were called upon to con- 
tribute voluntarily to the relief of the Freach 
army. Perfons foliciting afliftance went from 
houfe to houfe throughout the republic ; anil 
as few chofe by their want of geaerofity to 
^be fu{pe<Sled of being hoftile to the Frencfr, 
and many endeavoured to extenuate thdr 
faults under the old fyftem, by a more; thaa 
ordinary zeal for the new government and 
its allien, the contributions {o levied amount- 
ed to a confiderable fum. 

A large revenue is yearly collected in this 

manner, 
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manner, by voluntary contribirtions, for tho 
tcJief and maintenance of the poor, and the 
fupport of the charitable inftitutions of Hol- 
land. In Amfterdaai, a few days after the 
arrival of the Frendi, the fum of near forty 
thoufend florins was thus collc<fted for the 
relief of the indigent of that city ; a circum- 
ftance not unworthy of being known, as it 
fbongly marks the tranquillity of the place, 
at a time when it could only be confidered as 
« captured town. 

On the fixteenth of February, 1795, a fo- 
lemn aflcmbly of the deputies from all the 
provinces was held at the Hague, and at this 
trteeting tie fladtj^lderate was formally de-* 
^Utred to be abottjhed for ever. The fame 
day a republican feftival was celebrated, at 
^bk:h thic I^rench reprefentativcs and the 
leaders of the army affifted with the Dutcti 
Jegiflaters. 

At An:ifterdaro the folemn promulgation 
xd: the aboiitioa of the ftadtholdedfhip was 
received with the wildeft teftimonies of 
public joy. All bufinefs w^s fufpended, to 
celebrate with proper exultation fo au(picious 
X 2 an 
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an evfent. On every fteeple the tri-coloured 
flag was difplaycd ; falutes of artillery were 
fired from the mea-of-war and baftions, and 
all the clocks of the? city chimed patriotic 
airs*. In the evening the town was illu- 
minated, and in the Iquare before the ftadt-- 
hpufe fire-works were exhibited.-^The rc- 
pre(entatives of the French , people on this 
occafion re-affurcd the Dutch of their inde- 
pendence. 

By rcfigning almofl entirely into the baiuls 
of the Dutch tbe management of their own 
affairs, the French rcprefentatives and gene- 
rals during this period of revolutionary 
movement occupied comparatively but an 
inconfiderable proportion of the public^ at- 
tention. Of the rcprefentatives I Tearnt no 
. particulars which deferve to be prefervcd ; 
but General Pichegru, notwithflanding. the 



♦ The Dutch patriotic airs poflefs much of that 
plaintivcncfs for which the Irifli melodies are diftin* 
guifhed.— I cannot refrain from mentioning in this place» 
that when the Britifh army entered Alkmaer, the carillons 
or chimes of that town regaled the cars of the troops 
with " God fave the king*** 



clouds 
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dlotids which have of late' obfcured his for^ 
tunesy and the trcafons. that have tainted his 
charaitter, is^ftill fpoken of in Holland with 
fentimcnts of rcfpcft and efteeni* I have 
heard his military talents queftioned^ by per-r 
fons well qualified to pronounce. on the fub- 
jcft-j but the aftoniihing fucccfs of his eam-rj 
paigns has always made me receive fuch re- 
ports with Iceptieifm. If. he is. not to be 
latiked. with the firfl: generals whomi the- 
, prefent conteftthas pi-oduced, he undoubtedly 
<Jelervts to hold.a diftinguifhed place among 
the leaders^ Iwho have covered with laurels 
the arms of the French • republic. His con^ 
du6^ as general of thp army which conquer- 
ed Holland, is rcprefentcd by tbc Dutch as 
extremely amiable. . It was moderate, hy-/ 
iriane, and unaffuming. The vaft authority 
which was lodged in his hands, was fullied 
by no ads of oppreffioa or injuftice ; and 
laftly, he quitted Holland unenriched by the 
plunder of the people whom he protefted. 

The financial embarraffments of the re-^ 
public early in the new order of things de-. 
manded the attention of the provifional re- 

X 3 prefentativcs 



310 IPOtJE THftaUGlI 

prefentatives of Holland, aiid an ordia&nc^ 
i^as publiihcd requiring that eVcty per^MOL 
ihouM deliver up all the imcoined gold and 
{liver, or plate (except fpdom or forks), in 
bi$ poflef!ion« For the pfecioas metals thus 
furnilhed a receipt was granted^ which was 
taken as a pslrt of the further contributicttis 
which the holder was bound to pay to the 
ftate ; or if the quantity of plate furniik^ 
exceeded the amount of the taxes otherwiie 
to be paid by the perfon fo furnifliing, be** 
received at his option goVerntxient cuireoCj* 
6r the obligation was funded. In this drdi- 
nfince w^re included pcrfbnal ornaments^ if 
they exceeded the value of three hundf^, 
florins, and ^11 medah and foreign coin) not 
^current in the republic. This metUitre of 
terrible ftate-nccefEty and embarraiTment^ 
hr from exciting niurniu^s or difeontents, 
was obeyed throughout the United Provinces 
with the utmoft alacrity and checrftilnefe ; 
and in this itiftance perhaps the love of 
country prevailed ove^r avar ice> for from the 
quantity of plate received, which was Con- 
fiderably more than the eftimate that ImmI 

been 
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b^en fprnjed of this refource, it was pre-p^ 
^rned tjiat.none had been withheld* 
^ The leading caufe. of this promptitude in 
tbc Dutch to ^ffift their new^ government, 
ir^J the. aiximofity .which the nation enter- 
t^Qjed againft Great Britain, with whom a- 
w?r was now become inevitable. The de- 
tention of Duteh (hips and property in Eng- 
land, the contejupfuous treatment of the de- 
pyties fent to reclaim them, and the hoftile 
ijc^afarcs obvioufly intended to be purfued 
4gaiaft the coloiiial poHeJdions of the re- 
public, confpired to incre^^fe in Holland the 
flame of hatred that had Ipng gone forth 
againft the Britifh nation. Every meafure 
y/^s embraced with avidity that tended to 
iirengthen the republic aggiinft its adi(?ifs and 
ancient rival ; and the government, profiting 
l|y this enthufiaixn of the people, ventured Oii 
expedients for the reftoration of public cre- 
4it which would not have been attempted 
at a period of lefs national fpirit and ardour. 
, The utmoft adivity reigned in all the 
naval arfcnals of tlie , republic, and large 
films were voted to place the marine forces 

X4 o 
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of the ftate in a refpcftable condition. 
Scarcely any thing tended more to cxafperate 
the people againft the old government thaa 
the negleft into which it had permitted the 
navy of the republic to fall. One of the 
principal accufations againft the ftadthoider 
was, that, liftening to the fuggeftions of 
England, which dreaded to fee the marine 
of Holland in a. profperous condition, the 
wants of the navy were not only unattended 
to, but every artifice was ufed further to 
enfeeble it* The meafures adopted by the 
provifional government relative to the navy, 
were the moft popular fteps that could have 
been purfued. The enthufiafm of the peo- 
ple was kept alive by conftant allufions to 
the bright annals of the republic, to the 
days of Ruyter, Tromp, and Van Brakel, 
when the fleets of Holland proudly inlulted 
thecoafts of England, or, audacioufly forcing 
the narrow pafs of the Baltic, gave laws to 
the north*. 

As 



* In 1659 the Dutch fent a fleet to the relief of the 
king of Denmark, their ally, then befieged in his oapitalj 

Copenhagen^ 
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As the fpring advanced, large bodies of 
the French troops, which hatl been cantoned 
in the 'United Provinces, were, to the great 
relief of the inhabitants, rnarched out of the 
territories of the republic. In requifitions^ 
contributions of various kinds, ■ forced and 
voluntary, the French were thought to have 
levied in a fhort period a* fom amounting to 
near : four millions fterling. This, with the 
exertions that the Dutch were nuking to 
put their navy on a relpeftable footing, and 
the ievere loffes they fuftained by the de- 
tention of their (hips and property in Eng- 
land, would have occalioned confiderable 
financial embarraffments, and cbnfequently 
much difcontent, had not the nation ap- 
proved of the new government, and fecondcd 



Copenhagen, by the Swedes, The caftles of Cronenburg 
and Elfmeur, which were thought to command the paf- 
fage of the Sound, were garrifoned by Swedifli troops ; 
but, notwithftanding the vigorous oppofition which they 
made, the Dutch fleet failed triumphantly through the 
Sound, and defeating the Swedifh navy before Copen- 
hagen, obliged Sweden to grant a peace to Denmark on. 
equitable terms. 

with 
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-, with zeal its mcafures. The large advances 
made to the Freneh were paid with lefs rc- 
luftance, a» they were confidered as a kind 
of fanfcMm for the public ariienals and ftores^ 
and the price paid by the nation for liberty 
to make what alterations it pleafed in its 
cooftitution, without the degrading mtcrven- 

, tton of the conqueror. The admirable 
4iicipiine of the French army, axul the 
joftice and humanity of its leaders^ alfa"^ 
materially tended to reconcile the people to 
the heavy impoils laid upon them for the 
fupport of their new allies. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 



Progrefs of the revolutim.-^Emigratians.-^ 
Treaty between the French' and- Batavian re- 
publics. — Seoere terms impofedon the Dutch. — 
. tyiablijhment of a direBorial government,"^ 
. Opinioiw^jf the J[)tU^h gonc^ning their IqffeM, 
, flbrQad.^€aji^htofthe l}thofO&okr,1797. 
, •'^Account of Admiral De fVinter.'r^Violent 
, meqfurespurjuedmth the legi/lators.^^Furtfier 
• extortions of the French. — Treatment of the 
Dutch foldiers in the feroice pf France. — ^ 
Difcontents in Holland. — Reprefentations of 
the Jiadtholderian party. — The Englijh expe- 
dition. ^^^ppojiiion to the landing of the Britijh 

• forces.-^Surrender of the Dutch fleet .-'-^uU 
pabie inaSwity of the EngUJhf^^rtes.'-^pinion 
of a French officer concerning the merit of the 

. Briti/h generals.r^Proclamatidn of the A^re- 
Stary Prince (f Orange.— Succe£ks <f the 

• Brkijh and Ruffian troops.-^^-^nexpeSed re* 
treat of the army under the Duke of York. — A 
convention concluded with General Brune.^^ 

The 
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The terms difpleafing to the Batcwian direBory. 
"^ufpicions attached' to General Brune. — 
Report of thk French of the behaviour of the 
Englijh during the campmp^.^'-^rince William 
of Gloucefier. — Treatment of the Britijh and 
Ruffian prifoners. — Honourable conduB of the 
jEngliJh army in Holland* — The petty warfare 
carried on by the navy'.^-^Re/te^ions on the'es- 
peditiofi. . • 

H'j Amftcrdatn, i8oo« 
ITHERTO the revolution of Holland 
had been happily condufted, and the worfd 
iaw wTth aftonilhment a nation, undcrThe 
eyes of its conquerors, tran^^iHy proceeding 
to reform the abufes of its government* 
This fpcdacle was the more grand and de- 
lightful, as it occurred at a period when 
Europe ^yaJ,(haken to its. centre, by civil 
contentions, and almofl univerfal hoflilities. 
Hoftilities not grounded on the ordinary 
caufes of war, but growing out of oppofitc 
principles, . which imbittered the animofities 
of nations beyond the example of all former 
times. It occurred at a period when the 
term revolution ieemed defignated to exprefs 
fccnes of atrocity and horror, outrageous 

perfecutions 
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pcrfecutions agaihft virtue^ integrity, and 
talents ; violations of morality, and all the 
focial duties of life j a difi-egard for the claims 
of humanity ; faftions lucceeding to fadions, 
each more terrible in their meafures than 
their predeceffors ; the elevation of the blood- 
thirfty and flagitious, and the depreffion of 
the virtuous and humane ! It has already 
been ftatcd that not one drop of human 
blood was judicially fpilt on account of the 
revolution of Holland ! 

The emigrations which took place prior 
to the arrival of the French were con- 
siderable, but no fevere laws were ena£l:ed 
againft the perfons.who fo fled, and the 
tranquillity and good order maintained by 
the new government induced multitudes to 
return to their country. A nobleman who 
aflced permiffion of the prefident of the pro- 
vifional reprefentatives, for his brother, who 
had accompanied the fladtholder to England, 
to return to Holland, received for anfwcr, 
that there were laws againft emigrations, 
but none againft returns. 

The. conduft of the French, towards the 

Dutch 
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Dutch nation was regarded by the latter 
with fentimems of gratitude and efteen)» 
until, in the month of May, 1795, the artidcs 
of the treaty of pcaxre between tlie two r^ 
publics were made known. The conditio!:^ 
granted by France to Holland excited 
thtougbout the United Provinces the livelieft 
difcontent. Tbey were fuch as even the 
moft zealous portifaus of the new (yftem# 
and the firmeft adherents of the Frenchi 
could not vindicate. But how were thpy to 
he rejeded ? Holland, cotopletely in the 
power m\iA at the jnercy of France^ had no 
alternative but to accept dbe conditions of^ 
fered her, or fee ber cities given up to 
ipoliation and rapine. 

fiefide the heavy contributions which 
had already been levied on the Diftch, a 
further fun:!, to the immenfe amount of one 
hundred millions of livres, was required by 
one of the articles of the treaty to be paid, 
either in fpccie or in bills upon foreign 
powers, as ihould afterwards be a^eed 
upon, as ah indemnification to the French 
republic for the expences of the war. 
' X 1 Antwerp 
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Antwerp being incorporated with Franoc^ 
the navigation of the Scheldt was declat^ 
to be free for the veflels of both republics ; 
and dock-yards and ftore-houfes were at- 
figned in the port of Flufhing, where the 
waters of the Scheldt meet the ocean, for 
the ufe of the French. 

Though at peace with Auftria and thfC 
fjowers of Germany, the Dutch were com* 
|)€lled to affift the French with half their 
<iifpofable military force : the enemies of the 
French republic were acknowledged an4 
declared to be the enemies of Holland ; and 
twelve fliips of the line, and eighteea 
frigates (the article probably of the treaty 
to - which the Dutch affented with m<ift 
cordiality) were agreed to be furniflxed for 
the North Sea*. 

The' deep difcont^nt occafioned by thk 
treaty, was afterwards further increafed by 
the adoption of a government for the Uuitcd 
Provinces, copied after that of the French 
republic- The moderate party were defirou$ 



* Thia treaty is given in the Appendix, paper E. 
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of the old conftitution of the United States, 
with feme modifications and changes fa- 
vourable to the popular caule, as the perpe- 
tual abolition of the ftadtholderate and here- 
ditary nobility, and an extenfion of the right 
of fufFrage. , But the influence of France, 
too weighty to be refifted, . and the love of 
innovation , too ardent for fober reflection, 
prevailed over thcfe fentiments. The ve- 
nerable ftate edifice of the Seven Confede- 
rated Provinces of Belgium was overthrown, 
and a Gallic ftru6ture, airy, light, and un- 
fubftantial, was eredled in its place* The 
weaknefs and crimes of the French directory, 
facilitating the enlightened views of the 
great man who, happily for Europe, at pre- 
fent guides the deftinies of France, proved 
its overthrow ; and the Batavian govern- 
ment, its oflfspring, is verging faft, through 
imbecility, to diflblution* May it quietly 
expire ! 

On the eftablifhment of a direflorial go- 
vernment in Holland, many virtuous and 
enlightened patriots, dilgufted at the new 
fyftem of things, and not being able, under 

the 
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tiii circtildlfbnce df an irrcfittiMc fofpigti 
kifiirfeiicei -*to rtndfer their countfy. fiirthet 
icryices^' withdrew thefaifclVdS from public 
a^iii*S,^'ta the ihfkiite lofs of the nation* 
IPHeir |Silacci were odcupifed byanothwdc- 
fcriptiott bf patiriotsi men .who oVred their 
tbtife^fcttefe tti the fivolutioni aiidfoppbrted 
it morii iffbtti perlbnal intereft and feelirigi 
than fibni' any iettled tonvitSiion of it^ ex* 
p'cdiehtji br value :-^men of x;^eak' tirider- 
ftatidlngsi biit ardent dlfpofitionsj who mi6 
tbbk d dfefii-e for Jniiovatiofa* for an incllha^ 
tlon to db good;' ^ ' - - ' 

-T%cr Ibflfe^ 6( the ^ut6h aBi^dadi theJ iSp-^ 
ttire df theit impbrtant colony the ©ape bf 
iSbJd Mbpe^ the difgracefdl fui+enddr 

bf the fleet fent tb" its relieft cbufpired to 
au^metft thfe unpopularity of the riew go* 



^ I mdjl^/tl^ £n^li&i language had a fyni>nyme tp|he 
(Gircek irerb. vscarsfziQiVi which fo happily expretfes die 
tur^id^iicedf the Greciatt conudotil^ealdi $ and IwiijAif^ 
thM th^itefitements of modefs l^giiagp, afnd the iff>i:^lei 
of np/odfm tiinesy ha^e ndt produced feme tens by whicU 
a ioVe of. changes in gorenunenU could be atoned briefij^ 
ixt^ fbrdbly ea^refledf 

•V t Verninenti 
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yeramenti and ftrong fufpicioas were cnter*^ 
taincd, that iu the ho(6m of th^ dired;ory 
fand of the councils there, was a partj in the 
pay of England, which, like the ifadthol^ 
deT*s, betrayed the interefts of the republic, 
and ferved the caufe of its moil dangerous 
rival. In particular it was thought .that the 
fleet fent to the Cape of Good Hope was 
defiined tp fall an eafy prey to the Englifii ; 
9nd rumours of this treafbn were afloat 
before the armament failed from the ports 
gf Holland. To afcertain the foundation on. 
which fuch a report refled would probably 
be no eafy tafk, but tlie mention that it 
was widely circulated and believed, ferves 
to fhew the opinion that was entertained of 
the government ; and that men,, in places 
of authority and trufl, were thought to be 
bafe enough, for mercenary confiderations, 
to betray their country. " • , 

The naval combat of the nth of October, 
1797, though.it ended in the total defeat of 
their fleet, raifed for a period the fpiritSvof 
the Dutch nation, and was of fome advan- 
tage to the government. The contcfl was 

honourably 



THE BATATIA^KT R«^BIIC» rStB 

Ji^nourably and CQi»ragq3ufly .rai^intalned by 
the Dutch,. :and; no one ;was'fu^p^e^ of 
having ne|;lejStcd . his duty, ,or feryed^ the 
cauie of, the ^ enemy • A$ I remembered t9 
nave heard in England feme report;? to the 
diiad vantage of Admirfd Story, who com<f 
mandpd a divifipn of the Batavian* fleet on 
that day, I oi^de particular enquiries con* 
cerninjg. him.; and by Captain >■ ' ■ , whp 
commanded a frigate on the iith of 0£lo*^ 
ber, and faw the whole of the engagement| 
I was affure4 that Admiral Storey's cpndui^ 
was that of a brave and honpuraUe feaman^ 
Towards the end of the adion he loft a leg ; 
and it was not until he was fo difabled, that 
his (hip quitted the line of battle. He 
h^s fince been impeached for his behaviouif 
on another occafion ; but certainly his con* 
du^ on the i ith of O6lober, far from de- 
ierving any cenfure, was highly meritorious 
and praife-^orthy. 

Admiral. Pe Winter was a general ot 
brigade in the French arniy at the period 
of the conqueft of Holland, and beard the 

y 2 KCpVL^ 



tepiitat«©ii'6f a fpbd foftfi^i',^^ i^cll ai ttf k 
Wve ai«l fldlful aateii^l/ 'Heifer a per^ft 
tol tbe Bhe/f 'cKaraaer, attd^iarnwbrfifly b6- 
tovcfdv ''TOoagh iinfortunite to an extent^ 
whci^ li ftnfe t>f natibnai' AiiOttt itai cth* 
tAity Mtihts'ithfe feeling 'of ^it^, aftd gives 
Vfelddty Shtt iiiarpncfs' to the tiaita! of ica- 
Wmny, hia .r6ptitatioii is ■nhdlllied by the 
fligftteftlsreath of uriifiivburable fcpOrt* Hi* 
dHpbfititoh is -mild, and his 'manners ^bgu- 
^Wy riftoatft iarid unaffiiming.""' Ifet wittt 
^hcfe ^tialMe^,- 1«^ich fceh Biit HI adapted 
tir wittttMJheal-ts of the turbnientanidboifter-i 
Ohs irierf *f ' the profcflion to "irhieh he 'be*- 
ton^s/'hff is Viewed with the ttiojft paitiaf 
aitfeftiafi by the officers and feiftneri of the 
Dutch niarinte. 'His cohduft has inyariabSy" 
B^en mtirkcd bj|r moderation anff humanity i 
fod ilhough he obtained the iigh fitUationt 
tvhich he holds in the navy of Mofland by 
the influence of the French, he' has nevef 
^h£tioni;d^with his approbation the con- 
d\ijft of H^f republic tovitards his^ coutfti^; 
In 'all ' iffftahces be has a^cd the part of 
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t, genijine ajj4.. Jjppeft pi^triot j— o^.» patricJI 

republic, .; - ; 

-. The pqjHila^ty^.at hcNm& ji^y^tiQg to ^ 
goverament of Holland from tbiS harcb own 
tpQ:cd, thou|^ 'un%C6l^fultr£9mb%t of Che 
jnith «ff Qi^otjcf, : w^s i^r^ lived, , M»r]ym 
\hfi e^ing y^af, ^cmt^Ui^^A. ctppoiitixMi 
to ^e nvt^fures^of the ^tav»t) iulmihiflra<«r 
lii^^ luni fm^ ^h F(^fi9is, :»Qt finite 
^qaopgtl^ peo{>|e;, but.u^ )]:ij;T»>iinci^ that 
ll^ dire^ory, Iq cfdier to nmaiititui- dieir 
nuthprityy Mftre c^Uiged to h9YSJ^cka& -t^ 
^Ijf! 4fffper4«!«i^^i«<^ of purging fchelngif* 
latwe ^(Teinbliei of thiiir obnfiscioii&.memf 
^ers Yl^th. ,^: :^|^^ed iforoe^ M oath flJ 
hatred to the ^adtlofMer .wmlxbm taken 
by. tb<( femj^UMUg niiembers, ^iTft- deoree . 
pai&d, conimj^idipg tt^e aaniyerfary of tb^ 
cxocutioft. ftf JUewis XVi, to \f^ dbferve4 as| 
$^ feiUval througbout the cep^lic^ . Tbaa 
l«volutipu w^s qffc^ed witJbout7tbe «Qtcr't> 
Y^ntion.of the Freoch ) . bat frooor the.cqea^> 
iiirefs thajt iiptfi^iately reCultted :frochit» ^10: 
Cen^l^jgpa naay.ikfely be dtsfum^ that it. ha* 
X3 their 
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their countenance and approbation. A fimi<« 
lar ad of diitragie bad, a fhort period before, 
been committed againft the legiilatures of 
France, by a part of the executive power of 
that republic. 

Though by the treaty of peace a ftipu- 
lated fum was Required from the Dutch 
nation, as an indemnification to the French 
republic for the expences of the war, this 
price of redemption, exorbitant and immo- 
derate as it was, Served rather to excite than 
to allay the rapacity of f^ French ; and new 
demands. were made on the Batavian re* 
public, under the various forms of loans, 
requifitions of clothing and proviiions, vo- 
luntary contributions, fubfidies, and the 
forced circulation of aflignats« 

The treatment of the Batavian troops, in 
the iervice of France, was complained of as 
peculiarly fevere and unjuil. In battle they 
were almoil conflantly placed in fituations 
of the greateil: danger ; and in the exchange 
of prifouers their interefl: was invariably 
negleiSed. Thus treated by the confederjate 
army^ defertion was frequent among the Ba«. 

tavian 
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tavian ibldiers; but the government was 
obliged to lupply with new recririts the 
diminution of their forces, which arofc from 
this caufe. Thte Dutch foldiers were re- 
proached early in the war, by the Britifh 
and Aliftrian troops, then their brethren in- 
arms, with (hameful cowardice or treaqhery, 
and the {zme accuiations purfued them 
wiieft they were united to the legions of 
France. 

In 1799 the Batavian republic feems to 
have reached its loweft ebb of depreffion. 
The people, worn out with the repeated 
eicaftidns of the French, the dcftirudion of 
their conlmerce, the lofs of their colonies, 
and the arbitrary afts of" the government, 
became impatient of a change in the lyfiem 
of affairs,' and the discontents that reigned 
throughout the republic aflumed a haughty 
and menacing tbne^ The condition of Hol- 
land under the admiAiflration of the ftadt-* 
holder was invidioufly compared with its 
degraded and abjibd: fituation under the di« 
rectorial government, and expofed to the 
rapacity of France. 

T4' The 



The ftadtholderiaa pacty^ prdkaik^ blipded 

\fy their pa0iqnst».intfloQk thefft (j^ n p yit fs iif s 

and murmurs for a geooral inclinaliiop'in tfaf 

pepple to jre-eftatili^ die qld |bim of gp>» 

TerniQent, provided fuc)i foreiga, ^ftsiacQ 

pould be furnifhpd th^e^r a$ wpu^ c»^^ 

them to pcpel ^ FrefiFh &9^ iks tfcd- 

^iues of the Republic j aa4-thijs ove^<ifati^ 

^eif: fli!ength.andabiU(ie8» ftrpjf^ f<VF>0l^ 

^tion$ were made to England of ^e. ,e?(pf^ 

^iicy of ^endiflg; intO; JJcj^lajjid ^ (t^ojicnt 

fofce ^o #ft thp fm^ pf;^fil»#^y«f 

smd exoqecatf the: rep|ifa4ic#qa |^ ^)!9*>4si^^ 

?iif praacc. The; dii^^^on' t«».,t|if^;^v 

^vernpienti wh^oh oi^wufiy jupfsf^ |ft 

thf llfiar^ae ^d miliary; fpr^^ 9f : ^e-fCpub- 

lic, was placed in ^ ftcp^geft lighl|.»94 

^iiranccs wff9 h«J4 oi|%^ if »pt of thcS^ippf* 

dial fupport, pf a Iv^Sli^' ^fiiVt^fk It ws4 

liicther ftsttedi th^Mhe nun^Mtr ^.Fctfii^H 

troops in HoUajqii. i»>4u; #ore reditcini tloq 

it ha4 been at 9pY peMi^iii^r ^e «0n^p«^ 

of the country; a«4 t^ ihe vi^ 9Ham, 

nrhich the f fe^ch M ip mntst^ ia i«^ 

and Germapy, where the ^te ef ihc iw? 

^ wat- 



IB^.^tulx^ w.Quld probably pr«reat lifa^eni 

iP^tlM&il-trQpps m Ha^ 

.Thfif; repsjefeot^tions, CQiQci4ing: witl| 
the inc Qf tHe.Brkifh gov6fAmeiit|| 

liroduced i^ the ^utunin of the yeu an expcr 
€lijU9n ags^inft" HqUan^r The lladtkolderuu^ 
|(a^ xompl^ined, ths^t the ^rmy deftined 
£ox t^if 4^U?erai3j^f wa$ not finbar^ed^ i^ti) 
|he j^Yporable fesffqa for the campaign wa$ 
pft^i i sund a continuance of ^nfy^imrzJblki 
we^t^r for £>nie 4^ys after the ^ppearanc^^. 
of the aeinaioent ,o^ the X^^^l iQcrea&d the 
t^^s fcif^ tl^ <i!?l9J^ v4 |3tarttof the |i(#ib fleet/ 
havii^ anchored, c^ the Heider^ ^ po^^t 
W^5« ^. la«Kiii|g .^^ mfia^t j|ft j|%ke pluce: 
¥^% dciicloie^ ai^^ij^ ibrc65 deil^ed tof. 
«fpficr& tijis ^vsKiefif ^^^qaentiy leiarch^^ 
tl^wBif^g that ppi^t* 

It af|j^paipe4, ^ ^ l««iiftg <^f 4i? troops^ 
|bat an ernonequs op^mon had heei^ formed: 
of \*thft ^Aipo^oti of the Duitoh foldkiis.. 
l^h^j^'weifQ commanded by General Dacndak^ 
^,<^Qet: of groat experience and ^bilk«&9j: 
Whofe /fidelity to the new govei^ment w^s 

r , g\iaranteed 
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guaranteed by a large fiiare of anhnofiiy 
agatnft the BritHh nation, and oppo&d the 
difembarkation of the hoftile forces whir the 
grcateft courage and refolutiott. At lengthy 
prefled by fuperior numbers, they retreatscdt 
but not before they had made a moil gaBant 
Fefiftance, and given tlie Englifh a fcverc 
fcMretafte of the determined oppofiti6n which . 
they had to expeft from the Batavian army. 
If the ftadtholdcrian party liad been too 
fanguine in their expeftations from the Dutdi 
tfmy, it appears that they had formed a true 
judgment of the diipofition of the navy. On- 
the defeat of the forces which oppofed the 
landing of the Engliih, ftrong fymptonis of 
mutiny and iofubordination broke out in the 
Dutch fleet. This tendency to revolt, it is 
£rmly believed in Holland, might have been 
checked, had the commander-in-chief and- 
ibme of the ptincipaf officers of the fleet 
been faithful to their duty, but they a^^ 
fuppoied to have been gained over to the 
i}:adtholderian party; and the difgracelul 
furrender of the fleet was the conlequence' 
of their treachery. The juftifloation of 

himfclfi 
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himfelF, whfch' Admiral Story iiddfeflfed to 
Ac Bataviati' direftory, if what was " ad-^ 
vah«5"iir it was t^'^e relied en a^ "i^Q:, 
clearly exciifpitcd feAl j - but the ^eofttmry 
dpimt^'^fe tntertdihed in HoTfeind,' and^t^ir 
not' probdblethat he will ever again be cm- 
ployed. ^ -;.:... .. --> 

On their firft fuccefles, and the furrendei"^ 
of the fleet, it Was expeded that the* Eng- 
M(h army would' have advanced rapidly into 
tl^e country. There was no force fuifident 
taoppofe them, and multitudes of difiiffefted 
individuals were preparing to join theni; 

Though the majority of the inhabitants of 
Amilerdam were inclined to fupport the new 
government, it contained a powerful party, 
daily receiving accefBons of ftrength from 
the provinces, in favour of the iladtholder, 
which only waited for the nearer approach 
. of the 'BritMh atmy to declare themfelves* 
So confidently were the £ngli(h expefted in* 
Amilerdam, ^nd a counter-revolution to 
take place throughout Holland, that the 
members oPthe dire£lory were prepared to 
c^VLit the Hague. But with a fupinenefs 

wl\ich 
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9mi^» .ipApa4 of |)F(^tQj{ by .|hf ponafb^M* 
iipn whiph ; thwr r ^^^iiipgef? an4. fjje. jtffp, 

ft^te of cabtioios^ -^.npt^ tjioiid,: um|^^^ 
till the feifoi;! for rapid opoatiQ^s. ,^^ 

The. JHfimb^r: of jfta^Uioldf i^r^ s^.f|k4 
joiof 4 ; «l|w Britiih jVJxiy^ exdiufefe :9f ^hfi^ 
^^mj^Seet^ was in|posUidfTablf.j.l»|Lt,tyi 
was q*(p9!if|jfc94 %jl|f,^e:.«arcw?^^iijftec'<fcW 
the pa|:^j^Hpll^.i«|'fekh,>>wi«<jf?fQ>d»d 1^ 
|he Eq^^; . -waf^ -^e . x|i|tr^ , t|iQC|..»^rfe, 
\ijtbiii,thf l^jts of thp fep^b}i^, 'tQ^^lip'i 
tkority of ti^e h^njk ; of Oraog«v . ^' l^ 
fQutherfi. parts o/ ^ftUsmdv t(>w»r4|i tbt 
mouth qf the Mf^fe^r^whe^ j^.lfM^iQl^ 
4pri8(?i ,p^/ wiihed t^^if^^;Do ^«- 
be^ij ip^e,. the frki^ ^ ^iie<j^:|g(»fer6c 

noj, bosKewcr^ )»e,49PbM,:W ,1^ S^WjJf 
wquld.h»ye joinisd the,^i(nBliy ,ha4 ii%«iiy»n$^ 
f^r eoQu^ to. have «A«bled ^<B.^t|>^ ^ ^ 
yritb. tority s«4^^b^j|^9c*, j|p|i ^ th» 

perCon^ 



tfdly miSft l^Gii haV6 IjtQbnle m^&bia^ H 

^f^ttded <^i^4e 4hti VtkniAm collet di^ 

^i^««4r "armed v«4tll * renrfbrttfcfent'^tjf 
4t^i(fa 9aiii Ru^fOi trobps,' Genferai- ^ittti^^ 
;#t^.Iii ^^d'body of fVdiksb a^iH^te^, 
iodit' thft ^SMdHutid' o^ tins GtL&O'Batn^atti 
untf,' ' •-'■ '■^■^ 

The hereditary Pfince of Ofaiige .tWJrelfl 
ialit]ie> rnmy-iAtWit th^^toae time W>^h the 
JtkknU Yorkv aad$ pn^baAity «l«t6d wdSlr 
^'fbcoe& that had^beeei^bitanfiedr addreiSed . 
fc^pi^lamt^a to the- Dtfteh pioptb^ couch*^ 
mif^iM ttrms fcareefy' ' left- peremptory ^ifi 
nl%kt hd#e bedn^ufcrl had t^e Oran^i 
colours been flying en (he ifewfthon^ of 

Amftetdanii 
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jAmfterdam. It: formed z ftrikiiig contntft 
vnth the prockmations publiihed by the re- 
^l^refentatives of the French people four ycais 
before* fBut wh^e.poWicr is unlimited, hkk 
^detationls more frequitatly to be found, than 
whore weaknefs predominates, unleis power 
is lodged in the hands of Alvas or Plulips* 
, Afteraferies of bloody and \«^ell-coBtcftcd 
adioQS, the Britiih and ;.Rufiian forces ob- 
tained, pofleffion of AUqoiiaer, and the. hopes 
jof th^friends of the hotrfe of Orange, which 
the tardy movements of the army had damply 
began to revivte. The citizens of Anafterdan^ 
attached to the new order of things, agaia 
trembled for the feciirity of the capital, and, 
throughout the republic, the partifans of the 
ftadtholder were filled with the moft extra* 
yagantjoy. ' '! ' 

But thefe fentiments of deprefiion on thr 
-one hand, and of exultation on the other, 
were of no long duration. After a de^* 
rate engagement, in which the Britifh forces 
were viSorious, but with great lofs, itwu 
judged ncfcei&ry by the comijtiander* in- 
chief for the army to retreat. 

So 
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So jinfeKpeSftcd was: fijch a^ meidire b^ 
<7eiKral : Brune^ and/ in confequeiiibe of 
rliis defeat^ bdlieving that further ofFenfive 
;<>pefatioii$ wi3uld immediately be/purfaed hf 
::^c Engliih,,that,defi'gninghimfelf to retreat, 
Jie h»ii fcrit his baggage, with part of his 
. artillery, ficrofs the. Y. 

; Favoured i)y the obfcurity ofalempieftu^ 
iK^s nighty and the enemy's ignorvnce^of thefi#^ 
defign, the retreat of the Britifli army was 
efie£l'ed withtUttile lofs; . fiy d^^lij^t in the 
mofning they werer at a, diftahce of thirty 
j:ay^fe/fQjti.the:Fr»och forces, aiid k a po-^ 
fitiaaj pf jCSQnfidehible :ftrength,^ where they 
had formerly. been eftabliflied. It was now 
determined that the Britifh and Ruffism 
troops fhoutd ^evacuate Holland; and to ac« 
conjplifh this 'without forther etfufion of 
l^lood^ a negpe tation was entered into by the 
Qujce of ITpdc with General Brune. 
; 7^ C9rt^|io$$ at iirft propofcd by l^e 
Fr^ch general, on which the^Dukeoif 
Yprj^'$^army ihould be permitted to rit-imbftrk^ 
wii^out mofleftation; were fo exorbitant, as 
to |;yp jnftantly r^e£ted« Brune required (bar 
:. > the 



Hie Datch: fleet flaoHild bet i^ftoM^* ui^fif- 
Hen tiiou&tid French and Battvian ptiSeaius 
tcloAdi wiOmiit coiditk^ firdtn d»frilbml 
^Eniglaod.- i Thtictemaad -df the ,i^«atioii 
^f ihe-ficU: wa& rooa ahoiiddaed^ liioii^ ^ 
Bittjcciait dintdory^ iii ^ir ih^nifiiMks '«» 
General Brutie, iiifift^. ihm 4be raftitotidii 
of th» Aett'.^oohi il»hir tile- leading «»tlcle 
iOt.ifDir tttBtrntdon that eaij^t Ins ^bi^tkidei 
igF; l4m:wHtL'.iiie Buke of Yofkj afid the 
^Afidiict.t^ifoibiiers requked'to Be refisaibd 
Wtbouio Hrttegp,.- M(^s^ :i9eMdtii{ed * 1^ eight 
tWij&al. hlilh^ 0iiierartid0B'^^ihe eoBV«eh» 
iieiitftipQfiiibed^' thitt^ thd^M^ aihi RiiSffidd 
iMOesr^uil (|ait.itH6')tlttfitt^eSl of fhS Bikft4 
▼10^ MpUbik before tli6^36th'dfl(ovemlie<'V 
and jdiaii no anjuiy ihduid bfe done to.^lhd 
^taa itdi^Si.eirTtmigmm <if the^ iP^xidk^ - 
Tbfi aCf tema o^ ifirbkh the S^dlbf iuiil 
Ruffian teoap's weife perini€te#- ib eV^n^i^ 
HoMaiiSi isrfctleckmdl}<<c6mpial^ of ^ 4be 
i»tai^a: dirbgfcoiyv and:q(lrd% kigntta^n^ 

WcuUitfid iivcmglmdt'thi^ )«^blk %jf -^^ 

p«ty ittiaaand totl» EfigUfh^- 'OE'hfe^ jfi^i^' 

wiJ cicftw 
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cions were countenanced by the known cha- 
rader of the general for rapacity, and the 
Ipelicf that he..had obtained the command of 
tiiQ French army in Holland by corruption, 
confequently would npt fcruple to reimburfe 
himfelf by the moft nefarious means. But 
moft probably the ftrength of the Britifli 
army, the picans of defence which it pot- 
fefled, ^d perhaps a humane defire to pre- 
vent a further wafte of human life, were the 
real motives that induced General Brune to 
grant the terms alluded to. 

The French who ferved againft the Eng- 
lifli during this campaign Ipeak in the 
higheft terms of jhe bravery of the British 
fpldiers ; but their report of the generals is 
lefs favourable. There is one exception, 
however, to thi^. The condu<a of Prince 
.William qf Gloucefter excited particular ad- 
mir;giti9n in the French ; and he is mentioned 
with much refpeft and praife, as a general 
\yho will one day be ^n honour to the 
Britifh nation, if the early proofs which he 
has given of his courage and military ta-, 

z lents 
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icirtsf are to be relied on as prognoflics d#tii^ 
future. 

The treatment of the Britifh and RufEart 
tfoops who were taken prilbners; was fin- 
gularly humane and generous. ' A party of 
women and children, Belonging to the Eng- 
lifli army, having fallen into the hands d 
atit enemy, they were fent to Amflrerdam j 
a coUedioH was made in that city for their 
relief; and aftir hating beea hofpitably en- 
tertained for fome days, they were reftored 
to their hufbands ahd fathers, all of them 
. comfortably fornifhed by the benevolence of 
the enemy with new clothing/ 

The Gondudi and difcipline of the BfitHh 
arrhy, while they remained in Holland, gave 
p-eat fdtisfaftion to the peaceful, iftofftnfive 
inhabitants of the parts where hoftilities had 
been carried on. Every article taken for 
the ufe of the troops was paid for with the 
utmoft regularity and punctuality ; and where 
^unavoidable damage was* done to the property^ 
of individuals, for pufpofes of deferidfc or 
attack, compenfation was liberally made. 

But 



itit a icfiS hofholirtible wslrfiM wiks w&^^ 
% dlie ilsR)^. A Dotilfo of giin-boat^ ^ 
twdtl veflels, inadequate td itx^ fplefidid o» 
tkeful eonquefts, cofi^fted the ihorts of tbtf 
Zuider Zee, deftifoying' fifhirig fniacks, skid 
£iing on the miferable tillages tirat did not 
dlfplay the Orange flag.^ Whefc, tlirorigfe 
fear, thej^ were received as friends, their bu-^ 
fitfefs Was td difmifs lii<^ petty riitinidpalities^ 
iFUt dbwft the trees of liberty, and diftfibut^ 
Orange cockades to all who chofe to accept^ 
.61 thetti. On their departure, the former 
ird^ir of things Were invariably re-eftabiiflied> 
and thusf frequently in the courfe of a few 
hours a village was fevolutidnifed; and couii^ 
tcNreVOlutionifed; with the moft perfedlJ 
Indifierence On the part of its inhaibitants. 

Had tht expedition agdnft Holland becrf 
attempted at an earlier period of the year, or 
had the army advanced after its firft fuccefiesf, 
Ifcfore the Frenehr and Dutch had time to^;, 
concentrate their fdrces, it is highly probable 
that poflefliott might have been gained of 
Amfterdam, and a great part of the republic 
^diiced to obedience to the ftadtholder. Buf 
'22 perlmps 



perhaps it was fortunate for humanity that 
the campaign terminated othcrwife. Had' 
AmHerdam been taken, and the . ftadtholder 
reftorcd to his offices, the patriots ind the 
French would ft ill have^ remained in poflef- 
fion of the frontier places of the republic, 
from whence no force that the houfe of 
Orange could have raifed, or the Engliih* 
jfupplied, would have expelled them^ and 
France, rather than permit fb important a 
conqueft as* HoUand to be wrefted from her 
hands, would, from thefe commanding points, . 
have poured innumerable and irtefiftible bo- 
dies of troops into the country. The Britifh 
army might again, at an inclement feafon of 
the year, have been obliged to make a dif- 
afl:rous retreat, through a dreary and inhofpi- 
table country, with an atlive and vigilant 
enemy in their rear, and the Prince of Orange 
might again have been compelled to feek his 
perfonal fafety in a precipitate flight from 
his government. 

• The complete failure of the expedition, 
undertaken at their. fuggeftion, and for their 
relief, cxtinguiihed the ,laft hopes of the 

iladtholderian 
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ftadtholderian party, and firmly eftabliflied 
the power of thd new government. The 
repulfe of a powerful army of invaders, ex- 
alted the fpifit of the nation,, and the mur- 
murs of difcontent ^gainft the dire<3:ory and 
the kgiflatures were loft in the ftiouts of 
triumph that refounded throughout the re?^ 
public. : , 
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mantled. — The Dutch EaJl'India Compai^.^ 
Account of Colonel Gordon^ gtwe^rnor of the 
- Cape of Good Hope.-'^Intercourff with Bata- 
ma by rneam of American ^oefjels. — Thejintir 
nients mtertained in Holland reJpeQing Bona- 
partc-^r^Tne account of that great man.rr^ 
Madame Bonaparte.'^AJfurances of the Firji 
Cpnjul of the French republic to the Batavian 
gaoernment.'-r'Lq/i requifition made by the 
French to the Dutch.-^EJiimate of the contri^ 
. buttons . levied in Hollatid by "the French.r^ 
Medfures to be purfued by thp l)utch at the 
conclufon of the war. 

TAmflerdam^ i8^* 
HE' mighty commerce which Amftcr? 
dam, in formct periods, carried on with all 
the quarters of the globe, is dow, by the 
inaufpicious circumftances of the times^ re- 
duced to a petty inland tiraific, and an in- 

confiderabic 
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aonfiderable trade with foreigii pfirts by li)e 

means gf neutrgl velf^ls, The immenfe 

{iiinpiber of (iifmantled fhips with -which the 

fharboiir is crawded befpcaks tho i^mcx 

cqmmercial profperity of 4»i^^^i'^^^> ^1^4 

its prefeijt impoveriihed ftate. The greater 

part pf the ihips are in the worft con^ion 

imagiuable, gnd would, wQrei peace to bi4 

the co^uxxerce of Holland revive^ be found 

Vnfit for the purpoies of navigation. I per% 

aeived that the fmall veiTels were generally 

in a more difabled apd decayed ^ondkioia 

than the large ones ; probaUy from the cir<p 

cumftance that their owners^ per^fi$ .in the 

?niddle walks of life, had fufFercd more by 

the war tj^an the wealthier claffes concerned 

in (hipping, and confequently were unable 

(o be vat fufficient expf nee for Xh^ ^i:<}^fva% 

tion of their property ^ 

At an early period of the revolution, the 
circumf|ances of the Qutch Eaft-tl^^^i^ Com^^ 
|)anyi^ the greateO: comnciercial in^itu^on iu 
the. United Froyinces;, underwent ;a r]gorQU& 
Inveftigation^ The i^adtbolder^ :IPQr v^rfue 
«f aA a|re?ment .m.»d<? in if$p v^j^SPy 
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vcrnor of this company, and enjoyed, iti 
confequcnce of his fituation, the lucrative 
patronage of many valuable offices. In the 
difpofal of the offices in his gift, it appeared 
that the ftadtholder, or his minifters, - had 
not often confulted the interefts of the com- 
pany ; an5 the fubfequent lofs of the Dutch 
fettlements in the Eaft, which fell an ealj 
prey to the Englifti, was attributed in a 
^reat mcafure to the treachery or luke- 
warninefs of the perfons appointed to high 
Situations of confidence and truft in the 
colonies by the Prince of Orange. 

The honour of Colonel Gordon, the go« 
vcrnor of the Cape of Good Hope at the 
time of its capture, . is, however, unim- 
peached, and his memory is cherifhed with 
fentimeats of efteem and regret. He was 
unfortunate, but not culpable. Having 
made an unlkilful difpofition of his forces, 
they were repulfed by the invading army/ 
and he was obliged to farrender the colony, 
cntrufted to his command. A fine fenfe of 
feeling, honourable to his heart- as a fbldier,- 
pte vented j\ina from furvivirig this misibr-* 
'" - tune. 
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tune, and after he had rcluftantly corfetiteci 
to the capitulation, he put a period to his 
cxiftencc with a piftol. His death atoned 
for his miftakc, and Gordon may rank with 
the comnaandants of Longwi and Verduft. - 
^ The finances of the Eaft-India Company 
were found ip a difordered ftate,- and it had 
coDtra<Sed a heavy debt with the bank of 
Anaftc^rdam. Corruption and diforder pre- 
vailed in the fettlements abroad, 'and neg- 
lect and abufes in all the departments at 
home. A mftltiplicity of ufelefs offices had 
been created for the purpofe of penfioning 
the friefads of the ftadtholder, and of the 
expenditure of large fums no reafonahle ac- 
codtit could be given. 

But the exterifive warchoufes of the comi^ 
pany were fbll of the precious commodities 
of theEaft; and the people had the fatisfedlion 
to learn, that Ihoiild their intercourfc with 
India be fufpended for fcven years, there 
would ftill remiain in the ftore-houfes of the 
eompany an ample provifioh of the iprices 
ajad drugs of Afia# An intercourjfe is kept 
pp with the {ettkment of Batavia, chiefly 
- • through 



fbroug^ the mcan^s of Anciericap V0IIU9, 
tlifce or fear of which arrive annually ^9t 
^milerdam l^en with th$ produce Qf thffit 
^lony; ^nd notwitbi^anding it is jxi^oliabk^ 
it will ^ attacked ;by the Eiti^sS^^ the 
Putch do ^t appear tp enHertain^iny fears 
for the fj^cty of this, iheif moft v^loaUc^ 
^zSf^^kmpnt in India. The hf$ ojf thte^ 
pther colonies and iflands afe6ts them lOMfc 
for the .difgrace which their cap^yre baft 
brought ofi the Putch arms^ t]wn for im| 
dTential injury which the nation h^s tb^r^t^ 
fuftaipcd. The fupfriprity of the ^gbfli 
at fe^ pc^wft of ttcccffity hayc ifufpende?} 
their interpourjfe with the^ forei^^ ;po9eif* 
fionsi and they believe \vith great conii^nce^ 
that whenever peac/e is C0npli|de4> iheir 
polonies, without exceptipni^ will bp c^ored^^ 
The late reyplytic^ of France^ which has 
placed at the hqad of the.gQyerninei;),t^Cbdt 
country one qf the grc^tf^ gen^r*l^> one of 
the moft profound ftatefcpen^ and e^Ughtmied 
legiilatQrs, that ^hq world ever j^w, isxc^ 
garded in Holland as an eyent iingularl^ 
fortunate fpj: the rejpjubiic, l^h^ chfltr^iQer. 

_• ;• • -^ . •• ' ■ ' ^^ 



^f ^6oqaj3ia^tp is coniidered in HallandfWitdl 
1^ Ib^igtijcft featimei>t§ of veneratioii and at« 
fl^:h;rnpxit« His qoilitary talent^^ the ipo? 
4cfafce flfp hp b^§ invariably made qf yi^ry^ 
th^ plepency of hi$ difpofition, his ^ncere 
gn^eavours ^q restore peace to Europe, and 
l^is muAificcfit encouragement of f Fts .ap4 
^ienceSj^ ar<$ fubjedls of loud and |;eneral 
P»P!?gyriCf The piftur^p apd hulls qf th|S| 
gre^t n^aa that are exhibited for iale hx 
Hplland are ifiniixnerable ; and from the 
ayi^^ty of the people to poffefs Ijkeqefles of 
^ .diilinguiihied Sj, char^fler, they are readily 
di^ofed of. At every table wh^re toafts are 
given^ the health of Bonapartip is always 
fnthufiaftipally drank t and at French tablesia 
^hc l^alth of the firft conful of the republic 
is co])ftantly given in* thp fame manner as 
that of the king is in England. 

I had the happlaefs to meet with more 
than one perfon who was well acquainted 
t^pith Boha|)arte, and had feen hitn iince hi& 
cleyation to the firft magiftr^cy of the 
|!rench republic. The exalted fituatioa 
vrhich he Gi^s h^s fcarcely produced aay 

change 
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change in his chara<fter or manners. He 
is, ' as formerly, referved with ftrangera, but 
affable, condcfcending, and familiar, with 
his friends. When a pcrfon with whom he 
is acquainted is admitted to ^n audience 
with him, it is ufual for the dohful to walk 
up and down the room, holding with the 
engaging eafe of friendfhip or perfbnal kind- 
nefs the arm or fleeve of the rhan .with 
whom he converfes. His memory is fo un-r 
Commonly retentive, that he minutely re- 
members places, times, aridi circunaftances, 
howeviei" obfcure or remote ; and when re- 
viewing the troops, * he frequentiy notices,' 
with expreflions of commendation,^ indivi-.?^ 
duals in the ranks who, at different periods 
of the.war, have fervcd under him and diftin- 
♦guiih'ed' themfdves. To be noticed by the 
conful is a diftindion highly flattering to a 
French foldier, and particularly as this ap- 
' probation always proceeds from a clear and 
diftinft recoUedtion of the aftions which 
give birth to it. Bonaparte is equally be- 
loved by the Ibldiers and officers of the 
arm^y ; and between the two there ^xifts ar 
• -^ kind 
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kind of emulation, which Ihall ihcw him the 
ftrongeft; marks of afFediori and attachment. 
1 never heard him fpoken of by a French 
officer hut in lerms of almoft idolatrous ad- 
' miration, and the fame fentiments pervade 
the loweft* ranks of the army. 

In private life, Bonaparte is reprefented.to 
be temperate, regular, and abftemious: in-^ 
dulging in no expenfive pleafures, and fternly 
difcountenancing all. irregularity of man- 
ners. I was curious to know what were 
his religious opinions, if any ; and the idea 
I found which generally prevailed on this 
fubjed was, that the exiftence of a Supreme 
Being was a belief firmly eftablifhed on his 
mind. 

Madame Bonaparte • is fpoken of as a 
woman of uncommonly vigorous powers of 
mind, and moft amiable manners. Her 
tafte for, and patronage of, the fine arts arc 
equally to be commended, and indigent merit 
of every kind finds in her a liberal benefac- 
trefs. She does not want the difpofition for 
intriguing in* ftate affairs, which under the 
old government .diftinguiihed the ladies of 

the 
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the $*rtrieli cbiirt; btit y^htftvtt ' her id^ 
fluence is thought to be exerted; it is for th^ 
Jjrofperity of the nation, and the glory of the 
hero to whorii (he has the ha^ppinefs to he 
allied. She is lefs beautiful than Mkdam€ 
Tallien, who continues to enjoy the admira- 
tion of Paris, and paft the period of life for * 
Bating children, but neverthelefs ^ wOmait 
of great perfonal charms. I^er daughters by 
a former marriage ire reprefcnted as fome of 
the moft beautiful and graceful womeli id 
l^rance; 

When Boiiaparte officiatlly notified to th^ 
]&atavian government his elevariott to th^ 
firft confulfhip of the French ret)ublic, htf 
repeated the aflurances made by the pre- 
ceding rders of France, that the Indepcnd- 
ence of Holland (hould at all times be an ob- 
jcft of the peculiar Care of the l^rench nation/ 
and it was afterwards communicated to the 
dire6teiyv that the intereffs of the Bataviari 
republic would be faithfully attended toy in 
any negodsitions that might be carried onr 
between the governmehts of Prance and 
Great Britain; 

Since 



^iiiee Bonaipatrte*S accefSoh to thcf gtt-? 
Vernment of I^railce^ the iDutcli hive beeil 
lelS hat^affed than formerljr witH contribti^ 
tions and eXadfbriSi A loan ^as indecdf 
dttfempted to be negotiated at Amftcfdam ini 
favour of l^rance, but without the iuccefe 
that was expeded. It did hot tntirtly fati!^ 
biit only an inconfiderable fdm wds fub- 
Ifcribedl The laft rcquifitiori made to the 
Dutch was for a quantity of checlc and 
butter^ for the life of the French fleet at Tou-« 
Ion J and fivi larg^ fwiff-failing cutters^ 
laden with thefe commodities, for the abovc-f 
mentioned deftination^ failed from, the Maefe' 
on the day that we entered that river. Other 
Velfels of a iiniilar conftrudlion, and with the* 
fame cargoes^ had put to fea a ft^ days 
before*^ 

• The amount of the contributionsf tinder 
various, forms^ levied by the French on thd 
l)utch^ it would be difficult, if not impof. 
fible^ to afcertain. A merchant of the greateft 
refpeftability^ whbffe accuracy and infbrma- 
tbn I have every rcafor? to confide in, con^ 

verfing 



353 TOUR THROUGH 

yerfing with me on the lubjefl, cAimated 
his loiTes from the French, in the various 
ways of requifitions, loans, voluntary con- 
tributions, the cxpence of keeping, or fur- 
nifliing quarters for foldiers, and other items 
too. long for enumeration, at five-and-forty 
per cent on his capital. The circumftances 
of his.traffic perhaps made the quota of his 
contributions heavier than was felt by the 
generahty of the inhabitants of the United 
JJrovinces, and this he admitted himfelf; 
but he contended, that the general lofs fut- 
tained by Holland from the French could 
not be far fhort of forty per cent on the 
whole capital of the country. The amount 
of the loffes fuftained by the republic from 
other caufes, he could not pretend to* afcer- 
tain. He urged with great plaufibility, that 
England had fuftered an equal, if not a more 
ferious, diminution of its capital, fropi the 
enormous debt incurred by the war, and the 
profligate expenditure of its mipifters. No 
opinion prevails in Holland more generally 
than that, whenever peace is reftored to 

Europe, 
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Europe, a national bankruptcy will take 
place in Great Britain ; and this perfuafioa 
is fo firmly eftabliflied^ that many of the 
Dutch who have property in the Englifh 
funds, account it of no more value than their 
French aflignats. 

I fhall now conclude my remarks oil 
the revolution of Holland, with a fhort de- 
tail of the probable future ftate of the 
country; according to the ideas of well-in* 
forfned peffons in it, whenever a general 
peace fhall take place. 

Greatly as the Dutch nation has fuffered 
by the war, as well before as fincc its con- 
qucfts by the French, its condition is not 
yet defperate, or its falvation hopelefs. Ita 
opulence is wafted, but the fources from 
IX^hende that opulence was derived, thougJi 
impdveriflied, are not dried up. The heavy 
Calamities that have fallen on Holland, have 
ill fome degree produced a beneficial ciFe6t ; 
they have opened the eyes of the nation to a 
true fenfe of its condition, and obliged the 
people to the exercife of thofe virtues — fruga- 
lity^ temperance, and fimplicityof manners— 
A A which 
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which formerly contributed fo largely to the 
profperity of the republic. 

By the overthrow of the old government, 
the nation is exonerated from a vaft mafs of 
corruption, feeblenefe, ahd abufea ; and how- 
ever defeftive the prefent fyftem may be, it 
is, for moft ufeful purpofes, lefs faulty than 
the fubverted conftitution. The abolition of . 
tlie arillocracy of Holland, though that body 
was neither numerous nor powerful, ought 
to be regarded as an event fortunate for the 
republic s and ftill more muft its deliverance 
from the authority of the ftadholder, as it 
was increafed and eftabliflied in 1787, be 
confidered as a change favour«ible to the in- 
terefts of Holland. 

At no diftant period, the faults of the 
prefent government of Holland may be ob- 
viated, and a falutary fyftem cftablifhed, 
which (hall condu6l the republic to its former 
profperity and greatnefs. The principal ob- 
jeftion to the prefent fyftem is, that the 
tommercial part of the republic has not aa 
influence, in the deliberations and proceed- 
ings of the le^iflature, equal to its im- 

portance# 
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portance. Were peace to be, reftorcd, this 
evil, unlefe fpeedily remedied/would produce 
the molk miicbievous confequenoes* 
• To rcftore the commerce of Holland^ en- 
couragement muft be given to* the old mer- 
cantile fyftem and intereft: the rich capi- 
talifts of the country, who have emigrated 
in confequence of the revolution, muft be 
invited and allured to return; and the great 
trading companies of Amfterdam, and the 
other cities of the republic, myft be re-efta* 
blifhed with all their former immunities and 
privileges. This is contrary to the fyftem 
recommended by eminent writers in France 
and England, who contend for free trade, 
and difclaim againft exclufive privileges, but 
by fuch a fyftem alone can the commerce of 
Holland be revived. 

Should the wife policy be purfued, of 
placing the commerce of the. republic, as 
far as poflible, on its former footing, the in« 
duftry, frugality, and unwearied perfeve^ 
ranee, of the Dutch nation, will, in a few 
years of tranquillity, with' fuch encourage* 
ment as a legiflature ' well v^irfed in mer- 

A A 2 cantiU 



cahtile affidrs may further beftaw, not only 
reeover from iu misfortuiies, but probahljr 
arrive at a ftatc of opulence^ Kttlc infc^ 
rior to the moft flourifhing days of the Re- 
public. 
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' ;"!?%e ;r7f/%^ ^ 'BrdeL-^Cuyivk of having two 

'''ddoH h edchhdu^ in Noi^th HoUdtid^-^^af^ 

• ings 0vcr ikedo^rsi-^Tke hmjis and ^drdins 

- 0f Br4^**^Ext^eme ehandmtf^ of its Jirtm. 
: \ ^^Fbl^pn if the inkabiUmh if Brodi —Soar" 

- ii»r9u~Ntmhtr ^;mndmUl$Ar-rIkcetg of trudu 
. 'm^mjp where sP}ptet the Grmt rejided.* — A 
. fu»iral.''^Ihiparture from Amjieriam. — Tht 

canal from Amfierdam to Utreokt* — Utrecht. ^r^ 
Its furrender to Lewis XIK in 1672, and to 
the P ruffians in 1737.-— 7%e univerfity of 
Utrecht. — Ntmeguen.^Return to J^otterdam. 
.^Departure for England.'-^Detention at Md- 
aflandfluys. 

Maafland^uys^ December, 1800. 

H E atmofphere of Amiterdara, from its 

marfliy fituation, is at all periods of the year 

loaded with humid vapours ; and I believe 

..yre )aad not the good fortune, during a rc- 

A A 3 * fidencc 



T. 



558 • TOUR THROUGH 

fidence of about a week in that city, to catch 
one glimpfe of the fun. I will not venture 
to hazard any qonjcdure what efFed the 
air has on the inhabitants of the place, but 
for the moft part they are a dull and heavy- 
looking race, with countenances full of ^arc^ 
and concerns of bufinefs. I fpuft, however, 
phferve here, that I have not fcen in Hol- 
land one Dutch face which had the leaft 
expreffion of that defpicable quality^ cun- 
ning, in it, either on the Exchange, in 
ihops, or in the ftreets ; and, on the con- 
trary, I do not think I ever faw a fhop- 
keeper in England, on whofc countenance 
that quality was ndt moft legibly written. A 
Dutchman's countenance, whatever his avo- 
cations may be, i$ hpneft, frank, and canr 
did ; and the only expreffion which ever ap- 
pears in it that is difpleaiing, is an expreffion 
of caution which borders on fufpicion. Moft 
Dutch merchants, from education, example, 
and habit, are tainted more or lefs with the 
vice of avarice, or rather a ftrong paffion for 
accumulation ; but, I believe, the merchants 
pf no nation in the world are more to be 

praiied 
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pralfed for their fcrupulous honefty and in- 
flexible integrity j and let nie add too, for 
their patriotifm, public fpirit, and munifi- 
cence. What city in Europe can boaft of 
charitable foundations more fplendidly en- 
dowed than thofe of Amilerdam ? Its infti- 
tution * for the incrcafe of knowledge and 
the encouragement of the fine arts is yet in 
its infancy, but its utility has already been 
proved, and in a few years it may vie with 
the oldeft eftablifhed and moft opulent fo- 
cieties in Europe. 

During our ftay at Amfterdam, we crofled 
the y, to vifit the pleafant villages of Broek 
and Saardam in North Holland. The one 
celebrated for its Angular neatnefs, the other 
for its mills and extenfive yards for the 
building of (hips. 

The village ot Broek is at the eafy diftance 
of fix miles from Amfterdam, and inhabited 
chiefly by merchants of overgrown wealthy 
who, when the hours of bufinefs are over, 

•The Felix Metitit. 
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retire from the tumult and confufion •f the 
city, to enjoy the tr^anquillity of a fec|ude4 
viltegc; Broek contains about an ^V|n4re4 
houfes, Qach of which isdocoratec} ?ipd paint* 
ed with the xiiceft eare. To every houfe, 
a^ is ' the qafe throughout North Hq^l^ndi^ 
there :are two doojrs; one of whiqh h never 
Qpened but when a corpfe or a chriftening 
is carried from the houfe, and the other 
fcrVcs the ordinary purpofes of thje family* 1 
coul4 not learn the nature of the fuperfli.tiQa^ 
from whence this cuftom is fyppof^d to bavG^ 
Originated ; and I believe it is peculiar, to 
North Holland, To a ftrjingeir, thefe^ i^ 
fcmething folepin in the cuftofp 5 and "w^^ 
could not help contemplating thefe 4flOt:H 
opened only for fcpulchral rites, or to i^tron 
duce a new-born infant into . the c4ififti%Q 
community^ with a fort of religious aw« pmd 
fcfpe<9:. 

, Over fbme of thefe doors were c-arving^^ 
defcriptive of the lives of fqnie of the forrpcf 
pofleflbrs of the houfes. One of thefe at- 
traCfed a confiderable portion of ""bUf hOtice, 
It was divided into four compartments. The 

firft 



firft dcfcribed th? embarkation of a young 
man on fliip-hoard, ^nd hi5 relativea on thp 
quay, weeping on account of his departure. 
The fecond reprefentcd his arrival in a fo- 
reign part, where a nuinber of Indians, were 
waiting- to receive hi^. The third defcribed 
hina as a planter, furroundcd by his ilaves^ 
9nd the produ6lions of the tropics. The laft 
related the ftory of his. return to his.<:ountry, 
advanced in life, and bleffed with wealth, 
T^he date affixed to it was i66k Another 
of thefe carvings defcribed the hiftory of a 
Shopkeeper's life; and a third, that of aiOiai;! 
who had acquired his riches by the whale- 
fiibery, 

, The houfes of Broefc are paijgited with 
'different colours, but chiefly with green aiid 
white, and fome of them in addition arc 
gilded. They are fraall, few of them con- 
taining more than eig.ht rooms, and none 
of them above two ftories high. Before moft 
^f the houfes is a fmall garden, dreiled out ia 
a fantaflic flyle with fhells, pieces of flained 
glafs,, bits of broken china, and the like; 
and the ihrubs and, trees are tortured into 

all 
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all manner of (hapes. In one garden^ a tree 
was cut into the ihape of a table, with 
bottles and glaffes on it; another tree was 
lopped and bent to refemble a fhip; and a 
bed of box-wood defcribed the chace of a 
hare; This ridiculous tafte of horticulture 
began to prevail in Holland about the time 
when the Dutch, having ihaken off the yoke 
of the Spaniards, applied themfelves almoft 
wholly to commerce, confequently negle6led 
all elegant and agreeable purfuits; and it 
continues to prevail at Broek in its ori- 
ginal ftyle, two oenturies old, unaltered and 
unimproved^ 

In the ftreets of Broek, cleanlinefs feems 
to nave obtained its ne plus ultra. They 
arc clofely paved with fmall bricks, the in- 
terftices of which are frequently icraped, 
and not a fpeck of dirt or blade of grafs is 
any-wherc to be perceived. No animal is 
permitted with unhallowed fteps to profane 
the ftreets of Broek, The dogs and cats of 
the place are rigoroufly confined in the houfes 
of their refpeftive owners, and never per^ 
mitted to breathe abroad the delicious air 

of 
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of freeddffi. Even the birds of the air are 
chafed away from this abode of cleanlineis, 
left, like the obfcene harpies which Virgil 
tells us of, they ihould defile with their excre- 
ments the ftreets or the houfes. 

The virtue of cleanlinefs is carried in 
Broek to a painful extreme. I never faw 
a more joylefs, uncomfortabfe, and melan- 
choly place. The houfes and gardens were 
fit only to amufe the infancy or the dotage 
of life, to gratify the vanities of childhood, 
or to give employment to the caprices of old 

age- 

The inhabitants of Broek, even children, 
partake of the melancholy of the place. We 
faw a group of boys, of an age when gaiety 
and playfulnefs are qualities almoft inherent 
in youth, foberly feated by the fide of one of 
the canah, with countenances as contem* 
plative and fedate as could have been expe^- 
ed in old men ; and we pafied them without 
exciting fb much of their curiofity, as to 
make them turn their heads to fee which 
way we went. If any women were at the 

windows. 
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windows, they haftily withdrew, as we s^ 
.proached ; and if the door of a bouie waf 
open, it was (hut with inhofpitable ruder 
»efs. Want of curiofity is, I believe, t 
quality charaderiftic of the Dutch nation, 
snd it certainly reigns with fovereign dull- 
Befs in the village of Broek *. 

From Broek, we drove in our voiture to 
Saardam. Part of the road is on the dyke 
which defends North Holland from the wa* 
ters of the Y. At different commanding points 
of this road, there were batteries, mountipg 
three or four large guns, which had {jeea 
creded the year before, to oppofe the progrefs 
of the Engliih, had they advanced agaiuft 
Amfterdam. The guns of fume of thefe 
batteries were removing by Dutch foldiers; 
and we were told, that in fo fecure a ftatc 
•was the country fuppofed to be, that it was 
intended the whole ihould be razed* 



* The bark of the tree of liberty at Broek, according 
to t]ie tafte of its inhabitants, is painted with the ttationaLl 
coloun. It is a joung tree, and alive I 

la 
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In Saardam and its environs thcfe arc 
about two thoufand windmills, whicK at a 
diftance form fomething like the appearance 
of a foreft. The trade of the plape is. fo 
greatly impoveriflied, that Icarcely two hun- 
dred of thefe mills were at work, and a large 
proportion of the number unemployed feem- 
ed in a ruinous and decayed condition. 
The war has moft materially affefted the 
profperity of Saardam, by putting a ftop to 
the navigation of Holland, and confcquently 
to the demand for ihips, the conftrudion o£ 
tvhich was the principal fource. of the opu^ 
lence of Saardam* I did not fee a fingle 
ihip upon the ftocks at Saardam, but there 
Were two or three large men-of-war in a 
wet dock, which I underftood had beca 
lately launched, and fomc frigates were re-n 
pairing. In the different yards for (hip 
building which we pafled, there was a great 
abundance of excellent timber for the con- 
ftru^lion of veffels, but very few carpenters 
were at work in any of the yards. In fome 
of them it did not appear that the leaft 

work 
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work had been 'done for a confidcrable period 
of time, and rank grafs was growing on 
many of the fpots where mighty fleets had 
been created* 

We vifited the hut where Peter the Great 
of Ruflia refided, when, to acquire a pradlical 
knowledge in the art of fhip-building, he 
laid afide his imperial dignity, and worked 
for fome time as a common carpenter in the 
dock^yards and naval arfenals of Saardaou 
The cottage in which this prince lived is 
x>ne of the meaneft in the town, and with- 
out other accommodations than what might 
have fuited the cjrcumftancesof the humbled 
mechanic. The hut was full of children, 
and abominably dirty, a fault that is not to 
be charged on the generality of Dutch cot- 
tages. A nitche was (hewn us in the room 
which contained the emperor's bed, an 
execrable engraving of him by a French 
artift, and a copper coin on which his head 
was impreffed. The woman of the houfe 
alf% Ihewed us two wine-glaflcs, which were 
given her ibme years ago by the prefent 
Emperor of Ruffia, then the Archduke Paul, 

whctt 



^bcn he vifitcd the hut where his. anceftor 
refided : a fingular prcfent for a young prince, 
axi fuch an qccaiion ! 

A funeral was performing in the church-, 
yard of Saardam as we paflcd, and we ftopt 
to obferve the ceremony. It was the intcr-^ 
mcnt of an indigent perfon, and the obfequies 
were performed without the affiftance of a 
prieft. The coffin was of plain fir, urivar- 
nifhed and unornamented, and the grave in 
which it was depofited was a large hole, 
containing about a dozen coffins, and capable 
of receiving perhaps as many more. .After 
tlae corpfe was put into this populous grave, 
it was covered with boards, and the mourn- 
ers departed. The frugality of the Dutch 
is fcarcely more remarkable in any thing, 
than the economy of their funerals. A per- 
ion would be defpifed by his neighbours as a 
profligate fpcndthrift who fhould beflow on 
a deceafed relation a magnificent interment,; 
and there are fumptuary laws againfl expen- 
sive burials. Prayers at the grave, or tihe 
tolling of a bell, are coniidered as idle fuper^ 

j[titions. 
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ftitions, rioT do female mourners ever attend 
thefe laft fad offices of humanity, to weep 
with decent and pious forrow over the re* 
mains of their departed friends. 

The day after our return from our eicur- 
fion to Broek and Saardam, we took our 
leave, probably for ever, of the capital rf 
Holland.' — Let me here perform the pro- 
mife which I made to. the- good miftrefs of 
our hotel, that on my return to England I * 
would fpeak of her houfe in the terms which 
I thought it deferved.-^The civilities and 
highly ufeful attentions of Mrs* Oofterlinck 
during our ftay in Amfterdam, entitle her to 
my moft refpedful acknowledgements ; and 
I can fafely recommend her hotel, the Doele, 
on the Cihgel, as one of the moft pleafaat 
and agreeable houfes of accommodation to 
be met with in Holland. The Cingel is 
one of the principal ftreets.in Amfterdam^ 
and near the centre of the town. It ma/ 
not be improper to add, that our charges at 
the Doele were extremely reafonabic ; a full 
third lels, I am fatisfied, than, under fimilaf 
- ^ circumftances, 
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t^ircumftances, we fhould have paid iij Eng-i 
land. 

, We travelled from Amfterdam to Utrecht 
in treckfchuyts, and were fo fortunate on out 
paflage as to obtain in' all the boats places 
in the roof. ' Our journey occupied about 
nine hours, and we arrived at Utrecht much 
fatigued and exhaufted. On each lide of 
the canal, from Amfterdam to Utrecht, there 
is, with little intermiffion, a continuation of 
plcafant houfes, country feats, and gardens 
adorned, in the Dutch tafte, with grotefque 
temples, ftatues, ftagnate pools, Chinefe 
bridges, and trees planted in a ftraight line, 
or tortured into, a thoufand fhapes. The 
country through which we pafled feemed ex- 
tremely populous and well cultivated; and 
there was lefs water on the lands than we 
had obferved elfewhere, not becaufe it was 
higher, but becaufe the mills for pumping it 
off into the canals are more numerous, and 
fcrve better to drain the land. 

Utrecht is one of the moft agreeable cities 

in the Batavian republic, and fomewhat 

larger than the Hague. On account of the 

B B pleafantnels 
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pleafantnefs of its fituation^ and the ima« 
ginfed or real falubrity of the air, Utrecht is 
chofen by many perfons who have made a 
fortune by commerte, and have the good 
fcnfe, in the evening of their lives, to quit 
the buftle of trade for the tranquil pleafures 
of retirement^ as the place of their retreat. 
A more eligible one could fcarcely be cbofen. 
The ftreets of Utrecht are large and fpa- 
cious, and the fame cleaulinefe reigns in 
the town which diftinguilhes the moft fa- 
voured cities of Holland. It was formerly 
a poft of confiderable military ftrength and 
. importance ; but, happily for its inhabitants, 
its fortifications are no longer in a condition 
to provoke or refift the attack of the enemy. 
In 1672 it furrendered to Lewis the Four- 
teenth without oppofition, and for upwards 
of a year Utrecht was the theatre of the 
triumphs of that magnificent monarch* He 
commanded his foldiers to fpare the beauti- 
ful mall, which extends near a mile from 
the town, Ihaded with three rows of 
trees, and his clemency was celebrated by 
the venal poets of times ^ but for this mo- 
deration. 
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deration^ "or aft of forbearance, he levied 
a contribution of two hundred thoufand 
pounds ^n the inhabitants of the place. 

In 1787 Utrecht furrendered to the arms 
.of ^ruffia without making any refiftance, 
though the regular forces in the town 
amounted to feven thoufand men, and its in- 
habitants were animated with the moft vio- 
lent aniraofity againft the Prince of Orange, 
whofe caufe the Pruffian army fupported. 
On this occafion^ treachery was imputed to 
the governor, the rhingrave of Salm; for 
though it was not fuppofed that the town 
could have held out long againft the Pruffian 
forces, it was contended that, with the 
ftrength which it containedi and the difpofi- 
tion of the inhabitants, it was bafe and 
cowardly to furrender the place without 
fome oppofition. The charadcr of the prince 
who commanded the garrifon juftified the 
fufpicions of his treachery. 

On the approach of the French army in 
1795, the city of Utrecht threw open its 
gates, and the republican troops were receiv- 
ed as friends and deliverers^ , No-wherc 
B B 2 throughout 
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throughout the United Provinces was tfee 
difpofition of the people more favourable to 
the French than that at Utrecht j and, not* 
withftanding the fcvcre impofitions that have 
been laid on them, the inhabitants of the 
place flill continue to entertain the ilrbngeft 
attachment to France. 

The univerfity of Utrecht has fufi^red 
xnorc by the war than that of Leyden, and 
fcarcely contains at prefent fifty ftudents. It 
has at all periods, I believe, been inferior to 
the celebrated academy of the latter city, 
whether for the learning and reputation of 
its profeflbrs, the ^number of ftudents which 
they attra6led, or the affiftance afibrded to 
pupils by public libraries, botanical gardens, 
or anatomical preparations. As people are 
led by their partialities in favour of pertain 
opinions, the univerfity of Utrecht is ccn«» 
fured or praifed for its attachment to, and 
cultivation of, French principles ; while, qa 
the contrary, though early in the new order 
of things a deputation of ftudents congra- 
tulated the provifional rcprefentatives of Hol- 
land on the revolution in the government 

that 
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that had happily taken place, the univerfity of 
Leyden is fuppofed llrongly to favoiir the old 
iyftem. 

. Before we left Rotterdam* our friend Ge- 
iieral Chorie expelled daily to be appointed 
to the Qommand of Nitneguen, and we then, 
promifed him that we would extend bur tour 
to that fortrefs, in order that we might have 
the pleafure of feeing him again, before we 
quitted the Batavian republic. At Utrecht 
I found, from the advanced period of 
the feafon and other circhimAances, that 
;- . ' ■ could not make the excurfion with- 
out confiderableinconveniencc,'and therefore, 
leaving her at the Chateau d'Anvers^ 1 took a 
feat in the poft chariot for Nimeguen. My 
companions were a French pfficer and his 
lady, and their politenefs and agreeabk con- 
verfation beguiled the tedioufnefs of the 
journey. 

On my arrival at Nimeguen, I was great- 
ly difappointed to find, that the appoiatnient 
of General Chorie to the command of th^t 
fortrefs had not yet been confirmed, and 
Confecjuently the.plekfure which I promifed 
B B 3 myfelf 
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myfclf from meeting with a perfon to whole 
civilities and attentions I was fo deeply in- 
debted, was prevented. 

Every part of Nimeguen exhibits the me- 
lancholy efFcSs of the late /fiege* Houfes 
deftroyed and rebuilt, public edifices in 
ruins, trees fhattered, and the pavement of 
the ftreets torn up to prevent the rebound- 
ing of balls and ihells, and yet unreplaced. 
The fortifications of Nimeguen, at the time 
when it was attacked, were in good condi- 
tion ; the Dutch garrifon in -the town was 
ftrong, and an army of thirty thoufand Eng- 
lifh lay encamped on the other fide of the 
Waal, from whence, by means of a flying 
bridge, they could throw fuccours into the 
town. It was therefore cxpeded to fuftain 
a fiege of confidcrable length, if not to dif- 
appointthe views of theaflailants. Befides its 
ordinary fortifications, it was ftrengthened 
with additional outworks, and its garrifoft 
was compofed of the flower of the Dutch 

army. But all its means of defence were 

InefFeftual againft the. ardour of the befieg- 
ing army. After Nimeguen had been bom- 
barded 
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« 

barded Ibme days, preparations were made 
by the French for a general aflault. Thefc 
meafures alarmed the Engllfh, and they 
M^ithdrew their forces from the town. The 
Dutch troops would have followed them, 
but the bridge was broken down by the ene- 
my's artillery, and being too weak for refift-^ 
ance now that they were deferted by their 
allies, they were obliged to furrender to the 
French without conditions. The town was * 
indeed taken by aflault, but the humanity 
of General Souham, who .commanded the 
French, preferved the garrifon and inhabit* 
tants of the place from the cxercife of thofe 
leverities which the ufage of war autho- 
rifes in towns that are taken by ftorm. 

The inhabitants of Nimeguen difcourfe of 
this calamitous period with the moft vivid 
emotions, and a general air of melancholy 
and dejeftion reigns throughout the place. 
Beggars are numerous, and many of them 
appear as if they had enjoyed happier days. 

The French garrifon in Nimeguen con- 
lifted of about eight hundred men, ipoft 
f)f whom had received wounds in the fer* 
B B 4 vice* 
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vice. Were the fortrefs to be befieged, it 
would require a force of between fix and 
fcven thoufand men to defend the works; 
but happily fuch an event is improbable. 
The fortifications of Nimeguen have been 
repaired fince the fiege, and are in a good 
condition ; but the out- works are dcftroyed, 
and the cultivated garden now fmiles where 
the hideous battery appeared. Nimeguen 
is one of the principal depots of the ftores 
of the French army in the Batavian repub- 
lic; and probably will continue, though a 
general peace fhould be made, and by the 
treaty between the two republics it is then 
to be reftpred to the Dutch, to be garrifon- 
ed by French troops. 

Difappointed of feeing General Chori6, 1 
ftopt but a fingle day at Nimeguen, and re- 
turned to Utrecht by;night. We quitted that 
city early in the morning in a trcckfchuyt, 
and arrived in the evening at Rotterdam, 

Our wiflies now anxioufly turnfed towards 
Ei>gland. Our tour had been produdive pf 
much pleafure, and we continued to experi- 
ence at Rotterdam the fame hofpitable treat- 
ment 
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ment; that we had before met with i but the 
objciSls of curiofity to inbereft us behig dimi- 
nilhedi the deiire of returning home almofl 
entirely poffefled our thoughts^ Uatcrrified 
with the profped of encountering the tur^ 
bulence and dangers of the North Sea at an 
advanced period of the year, — • preferred that 
we fliould fail for London in fomc veffel from 
Rotterdam, rather than return by the route 
of Calais, as we once propofed and intendedj 
and a floop belonging to Mr. — — being 
on the eve of departure, we agreed for our 
paffage on board of it.— From this gentle- 
man and Mrs. — — - we received during our 
flay in Rotterdam attentions and civilities 
which can never be effaced from our minds. 

The accommodations of our veffel (which 
fails under the Pruflian flag, but is Englilh 
property) are much on a par with thofe of 
the floop in which we were captured j but 
the captain and his crew, Pruffians or Dutch, 
cultivate the virtue of clfeanlinefs out of com- 
parifon more carefully than our £ngli(h cap* 
tain and his failors did. 

Change of wind obliged o»r veffel to come 

to 
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to anchw off Maaflancffluys, and the fame 
caufe has detained us fbme days. Our time 
has been agreeably employed. The Ihort dif- 
tance between the Briel aqd Maafland- 
flqys, h^s afforded us an opportunity of re- 
newing our intercourfe with Commodore 



' - ' and Captain — — — . The better 

we are acquainted with thefe excellent per- 
fons, the more reafon we have to love and 
admire them. Generous, brave, and bene- 
volent men ! may they long live, an honour 
and a defence to their country, an orna- 
ment and examples to humanity ! May they 
live to fee, and long enjoy, the full comple- 
tion of their patriotic wiflies — to fee the com- 
merce of their country revive, and its inde- 
pendence and liberty eftablifhed on a fure and 
fblid bafis ! — ^the extinction of party feuds and 
violence, and the reftoration of domeftic 
harmony and tranquillity to the bofom of 

their native land ! 

Whatever changes the revolution may 
have produced in the manners and habits of 
the Dutch, I am perfuaded that there re- 
mains in the nation a rich fund of old Bata- 

vian 
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vian virtue, integrity, and honour: that 
^the genuine principles of liberty are no- 
where better underftood, or more fervently 
admired, though, by the unhappy circum- 
ftances of the times, perverted or neg- 
lefted: that no- where are the domeftic and 
ibciai duties of life more feduloufly c\xU 
tivated. — May the exercife of thefe virtues 
fpeedily be encouraged by the reftoration 
of peace ! 
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A, 

proclamation of the Reprefentatives of the Frenek 
Nation to the People of Batavia. Amjlerdatf^ 
ijl of Pluviofe (^January 20), 1795, the thiri 
Year of the French Republic, one and indir 
vijible^ 

X HE reprefentatives of the French nation 
with the armies of the North, the Sambre, and 
the Maefe, to the people of Batavia. 

The tyrants who have combined againft 
the freedom of nations, declared v^r againft 
us, and threatened to conquer and fubjugate us. 

The treacherous fl:adtholder, having reduced 
your government under his power, entered into 
the bafe confederacy formed by tyrants, to force 
a great people to fubmit to the yoke of flavery. 

Your blood, your treafures, were laviftied for 
this ; but the fuccefs of our arftis has made ma* 
nifeft the juftice of our caufe, and our all-con- 
^ucring armies have entered into your country. 

Bataviansl 
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Bataviansi we know you too well to imagine 
you would be accomplices in fo abominable a 
confpiracy; Our enemies arealfo yours, Theblood 
of the founders of the United Netherlands ftill 
flows in your veins ; and in the midft of the con- 
fufion of war we confider you as our friends and 
allies. It is under this name that we enter your 
country. We feek not to terrify, but to infpire 
you with confidence.' It is but a few years fince 
a tyrannic conqueror prefcribed you laws ; we 
have aboliftied them, and reftore you to free- 
dom. - 

We come not to make you flaves ; the Frenth 
nation Ihall preferve to you your independence. 

The armies of the republic fhall obferve the 
ftrifteft military difcipline. 

All crimes and civil offences, of citizens^ 
againft citizens, fhall be punifhed with the moft 
rigid juflice. 

. Perfonal fafety fhall be fecureti, and property . 
protected. 

The freedom of religious worfhip fhall fuffer 
no reftraint. 

The laws and cuflpms of the country ihall 
be, provifionally, maintained. 

The people of Batavia, exetcifing that fove- 
reignty which is their rights fhall alone pofTeft 

the 
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the power to alter or modify the form of their 
government. 

GiLLET, 
BeLL£GARD£^ 

J. B. Lacoste, 

JOUBERT, 

PoRTiEz de L*OxsE« 



B. 

Speech of P. Paulus^ Prtfiient of the AJfemhly 
of the Provifional Reprefcntativts of the free 
People of Hollands at the Opening ^f its Sit- 

*i^$^^ J^«- 27'^* I79S* . 

Behold, citizens, at length the grand bafis 
of your liberty founded, and the ariftocratic 
edifice of your ancient government overthrown. 
Doubtlefs this bafis will prove durable, having 
been fixed by the exprefs will, and under the 
fupreme direftion, of the Almighty, whofe 
all-powerful hand has been fo manifeft in 
the events which have lately happened to us. 
During one of the moft glorious campaigns of 
which the annals of the world fpeak, the French 
army had already approachfed our frontier, when 
the natural force of our country, its rivers, its 

waters 
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waters of every kind, appeared to retard in fome 
degree,, and during a certain period, their pro- 
gi;efs ;*— for experience has (hewn, that' nothing 
can refift the courage, the. aftivity, and the in- 
defatigable perfeverance, of the French nation ; 
and that frontier towns, fortreffes, and ftrong 
holds of every kind, fall before their zeal and 
inconceiveable efforts ;-;-but at a moment, how-, 
ever, when it was leaft expefted, and when the 
campaign was thought to be at an end, a froft, 
the moft inteufe which almoft ever was known, 
transformed at once our rivers, our canals, and 
our inundation. Into roads and bridges, and 
what was efteemed in former times the ftrength 
of our country, and the fecurity of our govern- 
ment, became the means of accelerating the 
progrefs of the arms of a nation which has 
folemnly and publicly declared, that they re*- 
gard us not as enemies, but as brethren and al- 
lies. This ftriking event ought to lead us to 
contemplate with relpeftful admiration the 
adorable wavs of the Almighty, who, when 
the profpeft of the freedom of our country was 
otherwife diftant and uncertain, thus faved the 
effufion of fo much blood, and fnatched fo many 
cities and countries from deftruftion. 

Let us, our hearts being filled with gratitude, 

render 
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render thanks to God for this wonderful inter- 
ference of his Providence ; and fince our liberty 
has fo manifeftly been founded by his will, let 
us keep his divine example before our eyes, and 
with all humility endeavour to make it the ob- 
je£l of our imitation. Let juftice, equity, and hu- 
manity, be the beginning and the end of all our 
aftions and refolutions; and, laying afide all 
hatreds, all fpirit of party, and of vengeance 
for former wrongs, let us remember that it was 
he who taught us to blefs thofe who curfe us. 

Then will a blefling attend our labours ; then 
and then alone will union fpring up among 
us ; — union, without which we have feen this 
country cannot exift, but with the aid of which 
we have a bright example in our annals that 
we are invincible. 

Then tranquillity and calm will reign in every 
breaft ; and the foundation being thus happily 
laid, the edifice of our liberty wifl be gradually 
reared, amid the influence of virtue, of reafon, 
and of philofophy. 

When the fovereignty of the people fliall 
have been acknowledged ; when the inalienable 
rights of man, without diftinSion of religious 
or political opinions, fliall have been folemnly 
declared; we may expeft that peace, liberty, 

and 



' e& fthrh our larid, Will agaiii take tip their abode 
\vii1¥ tlij, land'fofin tlte-'fource ef our common 

'femty:' ' ■' • 'V" ' , . * 

^'"Ift is for tHeffe moft defirable ends that lof- 

* fef iitj) rny prayetis ttr the Almighty, 'that he 
~ ftf 4^ i^rant us his? diViiie bleffing ; that he may 

iiSfofd'us aft/ ah'd'^irticularly to me whom this 
k^tMil} has faftfotirdd with fuch a mark of its 

* totifi^chc6, hi? paternal affiftance ; and that he 
l^najr ttfrn the efforts which we are about to 
" itfkke tb the happinefs of a people fo long out- 
' rk^ed, inflaenced," and opprefled. 



^v» ,^. ' 
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BANK OF AMSTERDAM. 



Guztttc Extraordinary of Jrn/krdam, Teb. 5, 1795. 

LIBERTY, EQUALITY, FRATERNITY. 

The proyifional reprefentatives of the people 
of Amfterdam, deeming it of the lafi impor- 
tance to the commerce of thi^ city that the 
public, fhould be informed of the ftate of its 
bank, ftyled the Bank of Exchange, and that 
the credit of the laid bank (bould not be im-r 
c c peached, 
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. jpeacljed) or fuffer any diminution by erroof- 
ous opinions, by artful infi;iuations, or by tlje 
firft falfe impreffions which rumours circulated 
. relating to it might occafion, have deemed it 
adfifable, and have refolved to declare by this 
prefent writing, that according to the reports 
made on this fubjeft by thi^ committee of com- 
merce and marine, duly authorifed by the prp- 
vifional reprefentatives to examine into theftate 
of the faid bank, it appeared, that if the in- 
formation given by the clerks in the bank, in 
anfwer to the enquiries of the committee, and 
if the balance laft ftruck, are correft, which 
ultimately will be minutely examined, ho Jefi- 
ciency whatever will exijl in the faid bank, and 
the debits and credits will precifely balance, 
with this exception, that, in/lead ofjpecie, there 
have been received into, t|ie faid bank from 
time to time, as fecurities for large fums ad- 
vanced by it within the laft fifty years, a very 
confi.derable number of bonds, viz. 
, Seventy bonds of the India company of Am- 
flerdam, guaranteed by. the ffates of that pro- 
vince, being each ^or 100,000 florins banco, at 
three percent intereft ; beiides a fimilar one of 
50,000 banco I on which there will be due, ac- 
cording to the calculation of the faid clerks, 

the 
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the fiim of 249,000 florins banco, for iptereft. 
'On account of which bcHids, the treafurer of 
the faid city is debited in the aforefaid balance 
6jzy^^oooRor}ns banco. 

Be(ide& thefe, theVe are fifty, bonds, each for 
24,600 florin^, on account of the provinces of 
Holland and Weft Friefland, belonging to the 
loan-office of this city, on which, according tp 
the information of the clerks, the baqk has ad- 
vanced, agreeably to the aforefaid balance,' the 
jTum of 838,8^7 florins banco, on which there 
will be due for intereft 30,000 florins. . * 

In addition ^o which, the loan-office owe? the 
bank, conformable to the fame information, the 
fum of 1,7.15,000 florins banco., : 

That further, if every thing fhall appear as 
has been dated. by the faid clerks, and fl:erling 
being converted into ftock, the J:reafurer of the 
city will, in. addition, owe tothie bank, and for 
whj^ph it; wals m?ide debtor at the clofing of the 
acCQuntS; al>QV^ alluded to> the fum qf^ 

Aiid what.it; owjecj at the aor : ' r 

•taal clofiug^oif the accounts, ,^ 55,3 1 4 6 8 



MaStang together,: banco, JF» 1 9S's6j2 8 8 
: {There is . alfo du?, from the faid bank, 
227,264 2 8, for which^fconds were ongi- 
6 2 nally 
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nally giveii, but according to the clerks' ftafe- 
ment are burnt, biit for which the city notwith- 
ftanding paid irttereft annually to the bank. 

That it is neverthelefs obvious, that the city 
is rcfptofible for this fum as well as for the 
whole, as it ought to be confidered witli refpeft 
to it, not oftlf a^ guarantee, but as aftual debtor, 
to the bank. 

That moreover, among other thingfs in the 
Taid bank, there has bieen found in fubftance all 
the fpecie for which accountable receipts have 
been giveh> agr^able to the lift made out and 
'diflfver'ed to th* comrtiittee of cefmniierce and 
tnarine by the fcaftiierS of the bank, and which 
can, in confequeface, be at all liliies dtawn oat 
by the hol^^rs of the? faid receipts, in exchange 
for theni,' when it fhall pleafe tbfent fo to do. 

The afbrefaid provifional reprefentativeshare, 
therefore, not only taken the requifite and rooft 
cffic'afciotis meafureis, that henceforward therfe 
fhall not Be delivered from, nor advanced byy 
the faid' bank, . contrary to its originail inflitu- 
tign, any fpecie whatfoever, by any authority, 
either at a 4oah or in any other illegal man- 
ners but aHb that the faid bonds, lodged in the 
faid bai& aS fe^urities, as^ aforefaid, fhall te 
Mquidated as (bou as poiTiblei and generally 
' - ' . X that 



tliat this city, as debtor to the bank, (hall, 
with all praflicable difpatch, difcharge in caQi* 
the t^alanbe of its account with the (aid bank j 
which being done, the provifiorial reprefenta- 
lives declare that there can exift no deficiency 
pf any kind foever, ajid that they 'will, without 
jdelay, take into their ferious ccnfideration, and 
will carry into immediate effeft, the means to 
iobtain this end. 

The provifional reprefentatives, neverthelefs, 
declare, that this notification is only made to 
maintain duly the credit of the bank of this 
city, and to tranquillife the minds of foreigner? 
and the commercial part of its inhabitants. £ui 
they deJiTc by no means to he confidered as appr$v* 
ing of^ dr confirming^ the uje that may have been 
jnade of the depojits of the bank, and mticb lefs of 
difckarging, by any thing in this proclamation^ thojc 
Wifho may be reprehenjible on that JubjtB. 

Given and publifbed Feb. 5th, 1795, ^^ 
firft year of Batavian liberty. By order 
of the aforefaid reprefentatives. 
G. Brender. 
A. Brandis, Secretary* 
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D. 

ExiraBi from a Proclamation of the^ Provifiojial 
Reprtfentatives of the Commune * of Amjltriam. 

** PniLosoPHEks of all nations and ages have 
invariably judged, that when civil diffeiifions 
are over, the conquering party has always been 
guilty of injuftice when it has thought worthy 
of puniftiment aftions which the chiefs of the 
conquered party have done to maintain their 
caufe, and has in confequence of thefe princi- 
ples fet on foot a general perfecution, Aftions 
which are at all times criminal ; aftions which 
are morally bad, independent of all political rela- 
tions, and confequently always puniftiable; are 
then the only ones that can, according to the 
principles of juftice be taken into confideration ; 
are ailfo • the only aftions which a righteous 
judge, whofe judgment ought not to be direS- 
ed by any influence of political paflions* will 
cfteemxrimiftal aftd worthy of punidiment ; and 
not thofe actions which we at prefent confider 
as highly pernicious, but which have been com- 
''"*'' ...... mitted 

* Th«7 before ftyled themfelves provilional reprefentatives of 
the people of Amfterdam : the phrafe commune was probably 
adopted in compliance with French forms, which now begin in 
£)th^ meafure to prevail. \ " ' 
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mitted utider the eye, and with the plenary api 
probation of the preceding government." • 

" If we rejeft thefe principles, tliere^ is nV 
longer fecurity for any human a£tion ; and let it 
not be diffembled, that he ^b6 broaches a con- 
trary-dbftrine, proclaims in efFeft the right of 
the ' ftrongeft, and confequently the favourite 
right of tyrants." ' » 

* "** It is a great miftake to compare the cir- 
cumftances of France in the courfe of her revo- 
yolution with ours.^ . . It ^as not in France a 
Ipirit of revenge for the crimes committed -un- 
der the old government, which occafioned the 
tepeated fcenes of terror that were exhibited j 
but the violent oppofition to the revolution it- 
felf, which occafioned theneceffity of a propor- 
tionable vigilance to crufli all confpiracies. But 
what oppofition have we to expeft ?" 
. *^ All political diffenfions, all the revolutions 
that have taken place in this ftate fince its ori- 
gin, vanifli before fo intereftiftg a revolution as 
the preferit. They were only difputes between 
party and party; ftruggles for power, between 
unprincipled men, in which the people were 
conftantly duped. To-day it is the caufe of 
the people itfelf in which we labour, in which 
you all ought to labour. To-day it is not a » 
faQion, but the nation herfelf, who is viftori- 

ous. 
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Qus. We muft direO:, therefore, our view, not 
to the welfare of a few defpots, but to the 
bsippinefs of the whole nation." 

The whole of the proclamation breathes a 
fpirit of conciliation and geijerofxty exafltly con* 
formable with the above extracts ; and for noble- 
i)efs of fentiment, found and liberal policy, and 
humane, enlightened views, was perhaps never 
cKceeded by any ftate ordinance that has ap- 
peared in the world. 



Treaty of Alliance^ qffenfive and defenjivc^ con* 
eluded between the Republic of France^ and /&€ 
Republic of the Seven United Provinces. 

Art. I. The republic of France acknowledges 
and guarantees the independence of the republic 
of the United Provinces, and the abolition of 
the fladtholderate. 

a. There fhall he a lading peace, amity^ and 
good imderftanding, between the two republics. 

3. There fhall alfo be an alliance, ofFenfiye and 
defenfive, againft all the enemies of the refpec- 
tiye republics, during the prefent war. 

4. There fhall be an alliance, ofFenfive and de- 
fenfive, againft Great Britain for ever. 

5- Na 



'^; No treaty Mil be entered into with Great 
Britam^ without the confent of the two republics. 
6. The French republic (hall make no pgacfe 
with any power whatever, without coinprifing 
in it the republic of the United Provinc^s^ 
- 7. The rfepublic of the United I^ovirices fliall 
"furnifh for the prefent campaign,. twelve fhips. 
of the line, and eighteen frigates, for the North- 
fea and Baltic. 

' S. The republic of the United Provinces (hail 
furnifti for the prefent cahiJJaign half the num- 
ber of troops which the republic fhall have on 
-foot. 

9. All the forces employed iti aftual fervi«^ 
&all be under thfe command of French^ generals* 

'The ^rriangements for the-campaigii fliall be 
made in concert: the ftates-gerieral may fend 
a deputy, who fhall fit and have a deliberative 
voice in the committee df public fafety at Paris. 

10. All arfenals and ammunition belonging 
to the republic of the United Provtttoes fhliU be 
Mlored. ^ 
^ 1*1/ ffBif^ the ratlficatioh of the preietit treaity, 
reftitution fha]l be made of laU the cottntri^s and 

*>pIa«s^*b*foBging to* the United Rrovinces, ^ith 
fh^ -t^^c^ption^ €ontaihed-lo th^ ifbltowinf air- 
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12. Dutch Flanders, and the right fide o^the 
Hoadt, M^ftricht, Venloo, and their depen- 
dencies (hail be referved by the French republic 
as indemnities* 

1 3. A French garrifon fliall be admitted, in 
•peace and war, into the town of Flufliing, un- 
til other arrangements (hall have bpen decided. 

14* The port of Flufhing (hall be open to 
the two republics, conformably to the rules laid 
• downinthefepajate articles attached to this trcaiy. 
15* In cafe of hoftilities on the fide of the 
Rhine^; or of Zealanid, Erqnch garrifons (hall be 
admitted into Breda, Bois le Due, and Bergen- 
op*Zoom« 

16. At the qpoph of a .g^eral peace, ceflion 
fhall lie ojade to* the United Provinces of por- 
tions of territory equivalent in extent to the 
. cefljof? contained in the 12th article, and in, a 
pofitipii moft convenient to the republic of the 
United Provinces-: : , ,,,: 

: 17;. Until the general pt^ce, fuch a number 
of French troops ftiall be ftationed in the nc- 
^c^^ry places. a;s 'fli^U :be deemed 'a4eqn%te to 
the defenpf? of thpni^, • , ; ' \ ■ • * ;• • 
v^S.^Th^, njE^igatiou of the Scheldt aad,th« 
Ihjondt . Ihfiill be ^eo to the tvfo.reptublics: 
French and Dutch veffels (hall be indifcriroi- 
natefy «idmitted» under the fame eonditions. 

19. The 



19. The French republic gives up to the re- 
public of the United Provinces all the immove- 
able ei¥e6ts belonging to the houfe of Orange, 

. and all the moveable property not yet difpofed 

of. 

20. As indemnification for the expences of th» 
war, the republic of the United Provinces ihall 
pay to the republic of France one hundred miU 
lions of livre&j either in fpecie, or in^ bills upoa 
foreign powers, as (hall be agreed upon* 

21. The French republic (hall ufe their good 
offices with foreign powers in favour of the 
United Provinces, in order that they may ob- 

, tain the payment of the fums due to them be« 
fore the war. 

22. No afylum (hall be given by the republic 
of the United Provinces to the French emi- 
grants, and no afylum (hall be given by the re- 
public of France to the Orange emigrants. 

23. The prefent treaty (hall be ratified with« 
in two decades, or fooner if poffible. 

Concluded at the Hague, on the 15th of 
May, 1795 ; afterwards ratified by both 
the contrafting partias» 



FINIS* 



Ty Davifon, 
lyiuw-Ejiars. 
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